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The Gospel for 2rd Sunday of Advent according to the 

Vetus Ordo, the Roman Mass, has two sections which 

need to be addressed separately, though they are con-

nected. 

Firstly, in Matthew 11 John the Baptist is in prison be-

cause he preached about Herod’s unlawful marriage. 

He learned of the wonders his cousin Jesus was work-

ing and he sent his own followers to ask Christ about 

His identity, “Are you he who is to come, or shall we 

look for another?”   Christ sent back an answer.  Next, 

like a putting a book end on the moment, Christ then 

asked questions about John’s identity. 

It probably occurs to most people to wonder why John 

asked this question at all.  Did he have doubts about 

Jesus?   If so, doesn’t that contradict what Christ says 

about John?   If he didn’t have doubts, why did John 

ask a question for which he already knew the answer? 

We’ll get to that, but there is some work to do before-

hand. 

Sticking with the first part of our passage, to our ears 

today the Lord’s response to John, about His identity, 

seems to dodge John’s question.  However, when Je-

sus spoke these words in the 1st century, the Jews who 

heard Him would have known exactly what He meant 

both by His response and the seemingly non sequi-

tur tag line, a “beatitude”, He attached to His re-

sponse. 

And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame 

walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the 

dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 

preached to them. And blessed is he who takes no of-

fense at me.” 

The crowbar to pry open this enigmatic response is the 

Book of Isaiah, which the gathered crowd, Christ’s 

own disciples, and the messengers from the Baptist 

would have known well.  For example, Isaiah reads: 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the de-

sert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall 

blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty 

of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the 

LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak 

hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those 

who are of a fearful heart,” Be strong, fear not! Be-

hold, your God will come with vengeance, with the 

recompense of God. He will come and save you.” 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 



 

 

explains why the Lord tacked on that seemingly out of 

place line: “And blessed is he who takes no offense at 

me.”  At other times, people accused Christ of blas-

phemy. 

After this, the passage shifts from the answer to John’s 

query about Christ’s identity, to Christ’s query about 

John’s identity. 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the 

crowds concerning John: 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to behold? A 

reed shaken by the wind?  Why then did you go out? 

To see a man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, those 

who wear soft raiment are in kings’ houses.  Why then 

did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and 

more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, 

‘Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who 

shall prepare thy way before thee.’ (vv. 7-10) 

This is a continuation of Christ’s answer to John.  Je-

sus underscored who He Himself was by talking about 

John’s role.  Yes, John was a prophet, but he was more 

than a prophet.  Jesus said that John was the one fore-

told by the prophet Malachi, whom He quoted.  Again, 

the Jews present would have caught the reference: 

“Behold, I send my messenger to prepare the way be-

fore me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 

come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the 

Lord of hosts” (3:1). 

In the verse immediately after this Sunday’s Gospel 

pericope, v. 11, Christ said that John was the greatest 

man to have been born of woman.  John didn’t simply 

point to the Messiah, he heralded the arrival of 

God.  Moreover, in v. 14 Christ said that John was an 

“Elijah”.  Again, this is a reference to the prophecy of 

Malachi, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 

before the great and terrible day of the Lord 

comes” (4:5). 

The first reading was from the Letter of Paul to the 

Romans, 15:4-13.  The beginning of the reading ex-

horts us to have patience.  The end of the reading, with 

the allusion to the “root of Jesse”, signaled to the an-

cient Romans and also to us to pay attention to Isaiah 

for insight into Christ’s identity as both God and Mes-

siah. 
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ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man 

leap like a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing for 

joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 

streams in the desert (35:1-6 RSV). 

The blind shall see, the deaf shall hear, the lame shall 

leap; miracles Christ had worked. 

What about the good news being preached?  Again, 

Isaiah 61: “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, be-

cause the Lord has anointed me to bring good tidings 

to the afflicted (61:1).”  This is what Jesus preached in 

His first sermon in Nazareth (Luke 416-21). His re-

sponse to John includes a clue to His identity.  He is 

the “anointed” one, the Christ, the Messiah. 

But wait.  There’s more.  John’s question was, “Are 

you he who is to come?”  That certainly suggested the 

Messiah. 

Look at the passage from Isaiah 35 again.  Who is 

coming?  Not the Messiah, but God Himself: “They 

shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our 

God.”  Note also the description of blooming and wa-

ters in desert.  What is described isn’t merely a glori-

ous new and surely indisputable Vatican II springtime, 

but rather a new Exodus, even a new Creation. 

Christ added in His response to John also that the leap-

ers have been cleansed and the dead have been 

raised.  The Messiah could be expected to work won-

ders, but there are some things that only God 

does.   Remember the panicked reaction of the King of 

Israel when he received the letter with the obligation 

that he cure Naman’s leprosy?  “As soon as the king of 

Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and said, ‘Am I 

God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this 

fellow send someone to me to be cured of his lepro-

sy?’ (2 Kings 5:7)”.  God cleansed Naman of leprosy 

after Elisha told him to wash in the Jordan seven 

times.  As far as the dead being raised, again in Isaiah, 

the Jews of the time would have known that when God 

comes, “Thy dead shall live, their bodies shall rise. O 

dwellers in the dust, awake and sing for joy!” (Is 

26:19) 

Christ had by this point healed leprosy and raised the 

son of the widow of Nain (cf. Matthew 8). 

To sum up a little, the scriptural allusions Christ made 

answered John’s question: I am not just the long-

expected Messiah, I am also God.  His listeners, in on 

these allusions, must have reacted sharply.  This surely 
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 Church and frequent confrontations.  
Since they were often treated violently, many Aztecs 
didn’t trust the Spaniards and did not want anything 
from them. The situation was only getting worse. They 
were in the midst of a deep crisis and on the verge of 
despair: the world had not ended after the interruption 
of the human sacrifices as they believed, they had lost 
control of their land, they suffered from new illnesses 
and humiliations, and they felt betrayed by their gods. 
  
San Juan Diego  
Around 1524, the first indigenous families to receive 
baptism by the Franciscan missionaries emerged. 
Among these families was Juan Diego Cuauht-
latoatzin, who changed his native name to “Juan Die-
go” when he was baptized along with his wife María 
Lucía. They also received the sacrament of marriage.  
Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin was born in 1474 in 
Cuauhtitlán. He was a macehual Indian, that is, of low 
social class, only above the slaves. After the death of 
his wife in 1529, Juan Diego turned his life to God at-
tending Mass and catechism lessons at a Franciscan 
church in Tlatelolco. He lived with his uncle Juan Ber-
nardino, an elderly man. It was in this key context that 
the Virgin Mary chose Juan Diego as her messenger, 
thus changing the historical course of a land that was 
starting a new era.  
 
First missionaries  
The first religious congregations that arrived to the 
New Spain to convert the people, among them the 
Franciscans, were slowly introducing baptism, evange-
lizing natives, and even fighting for their dignity to be 
recognized. The Franciscans were concerned with edu-
cating the indigenous; they believed that no one could 
convert them in a more effective way and they saw 
them as future Christians and priests.  
 
The Apparitions  
The morning of Saturday, December 9, 1531, some-
thing happened that turned the faith of both the Aztecs 
and the Spaniards around. Juan Diego was on his way 
to the Franciscan missionary’s church in Tlatelolco 
from his home in Tulpetlac, when the unexpected hap-
pened.  
 
FIRST APPARITION: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 
EARLY MORNING  
At dawn, as he passed a hill named Tepeyac, he sud-
denly heard songbirds burst into harmony. Then, a 
sweet voice called him by name in Náhualt, his native 
language: “Juanito, my dear Juan Diego.” He followed 
the sweet voice, and then he saw a glowing figure on 
the hill. After identifying herself, she asked him to go 
to the Bishop and request the construction of a shrine 
in that same spot, in order for her to show and share 
her love and compassion with all those who believe.  

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE:  
THE MIRACLE THAT CHANGED  

HISTORY - FEAST DAY, DECEMBER 12 

 

Before the arrival of the Spanish Conquistadors to the 
American continent, the residents of Tenochtitlan, 
modern-day Mexico City, had strong polytheistic be-
liefs that completely guided their lifestyle. Tenoch-
titlan was the center of religious worship for the Az-
tecs. According to their beliefs, they had to offer hu-
man blood to their god in order to keep the sun moving 
across the sky and preserve their very lives, otherwise 
the world would end.   
 
The conquest and its impact  
After the conquest, the Spanish imposed the Catholic 
religion, and over time, they changed the Aztecs’ life-
style and traditions. However, the biggest challenge 
was to establish Christianity as the sole and dominant 
religion. The differences between indigenous advo-
cates, the colonizers, and the rulers when trying to con-
vert the indigenous, triggered conflicts within the 



 

 

 
 
“KNOW AND UNDERSTAND WELL, YOU THE 
MOST HUMBLE OF MY SONS, THAT I AM THE 
VIRGIN HOLY MARY, MOTHER OF THE TRUE 
GOD FOR WHOM WE LIVE, OF THE CREATOR 
OF ALL THINGS, LORD OF HEAVEN AND 
EARTH. I WISH THAT A TEMPLE BE ERECTED 
HERE QUICKLY, SO I MAY THEREIN EXHIBIT 
AND GIVE ALL MY LOVE, COMPASSION, HELP, 
AND PROTECTION…”   
Juan Diego immediately went to see Bishop Juan de 
Zumárraga to deliver the message from the lady from 
heaven. However, after hearing what happened at the 
hill, the Bishop was skeptical and politely invited him 
to come back another day.  
 
SECOND APPEARANCE: SATURDAY, DECEM-
BER 9, AT APPROXIMATELY 5 P.M.  
Dismayed, Juan Diego returned to the Tepeyac hill 
where our Lady was, and asked her to choose another 
noble messenger, someone more suitable to deliver her 
massage and whom the bishop would believe. But 
once again, the Virgin reaffirmed his mission and or-
dered him to go back to the Bishop and insist on the 
next day:  
“LISTEN, MY LITTLE SON, BE SURE THAT I 
HAVE MANY SERVANTS AND MESSENGERS, 
TO WHOM I MUST ENTRUST THE DELIVERY 
OF MY MESSAGE, AND CARRY MY WISH, BUT 
IT IS OF PRECISE DETAIL THAT YOU YOUR-
SELF SOLICIT AND ASSIST AND THAT 
THROUGH YOUR MEDIATION MY WISH BE 
COMPLIED. I EARNESTLY IMPLORE, MY SON 
THE LEAST, AND WITH STERNNESS I COM-
MAND THAT YOU AGAIN GO TOMORROW 
AND SEE THE BISHOP.”  
 
THIRD APPEARANCE: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 
AT ABOUT 3 P.M.  
After delivering the message a second time, the bishop 
did not believe Juan Diego and ordered him to ask for 
a sign from the Lady. Juan Diego met the Virgin again 
at the top of the Tepeyac. After hearing his response, 
the Virgin asked him to return the following morning 
for a sign that he would take to the bishop.  
 
“WELL AND GOOD, MY LITTLE DEAR, YOU 
WILL RETURN HERE TOMORROW, SO YOU 
MAY TAKE TO THE BISHOP THE SIGN HE HAS 
REQUESTED. WITH THIS HE WILL BELIEVE 
YOU, AND IN THIS REGARD HE WILL NOT 
DOUBT YOU NOR WILL HE BE SUSPICIOUS OF 
YOU.”  
When Juan Diego returned home, he found his uncle 
Juan Bernardino gravely ill. The next day, instead of 
going back to the Tepeyac, Juan Diego stayed home 
with his dying uncle. 
 

FOURTH APPEARANCE: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 
12, EARLY MORNING   
On Tuesday morning, given the seriousness of his un-
cle’s health, Juan Diego went looking for a priest so 
that his uncle might receive the last rites. Instead of 
taking the usual route, he went around the hill to avoid 
the Virgin, but she descended from the hill and com-
forted him.   
“AM I NOT HERE WHO AM YOUR MOTHER?  
ARE YOU NOT UNDER MY SHADOW AND PRO-
TECTION? AM I NOT THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUR 
JOY?  ARE YOU NOT IN THE FOLD OF MY 
MANTLE, IN THE CRADLE OF MY ARMS? DO 
NOT GRIEVE NOR BE DISTURBED BY ANY-
THING. DO NOT BE AFFLICTED BY THE ILL-
NESS OF YOUR UNCLE, WHO WILL NOT DIE 
NOW OF IT, BE ASSURED THAT HE IS NOW 
CURED.”   
She then sent him to the top of the hill to cut roses that 
would be a signal for the bishop. Immediately Juan 
Diego climbed the hill, and as he reached the summit, 
he was amazed that so many varieties of exquisite Cas-
tilian roses were blooming. He returned to Mary and 
she said to him:  
“MY SON THE LEAST, THIS DIVERSITY OF 
ROSES IS THE PROOF AND SIGN WHICH YOU 
WILL TAKE TO THE BISHOP. YOU WILL TELL 
HIM IN MY NAME THAT HE WILL SEE IN THEM 
MY WISH AND THAT HE WILL HAVE TO COM-
PLY WITH IT.”  
 
Visit to the bishop  
Juan Diego returned to Bishop Zumárraga’s house to 
deliver the message and give him the sign he had re-
quested. When he finally managed to see the Bishop, 
he said: 
“SIR, I DID WHAT YOU ORDERED, TO GO 
FORTH AND TELL THE LADY FROM HEAVEN, 
HOLY MARY, PRECIOUS MOTHER OF GOD, 
THAT YOU ASKED FOR A SIGN SO THAT YOU 
MIGHT BELIEVE ME THAT YOU SHOULD 
BUILD A TEMPLE WHERE SHE ASKED IT TO BE 
ERECTED.”  
Juan Diego then told him what he saw at the top of the 
hill when the Virgin sent him to cut the flowers as 
proof of his request:  
“…SHE HAD TOLD ME THAT I SHOULD BRING 
THEM TO YOU, AND SO I DO IT, SO THAT YOU 
MAY SEE IN THEM THE SIGN WHICH YOU 
ASKED OF ME AND COMPLY WITH HER WISH; 
ALSO, TO MAKE CLEAR THE VERACITY OF MY 
WORD AND MY MESSAGE. BEHOLD. RECEIVE 
THEM.”  
Then he unfolded a white cloth “tilma” where the roses 
were stored. Then, the precious roses fell to the ground 
and a sacred image of the Virgin Holy Mary appeared 
on the tilma.  



 

 

Seeing this, the bishop and everyone else in the room 
fell to their knees before the tilma. With sorrowful 
tears and sadness, the Bishop prayed and begged for 
forgiveness for not believing from the beginning.   
 
Construction of the Shrine   
After the Guadalupian miracle, Bishop Zumárraga im-
mediately ordered the construction of a chapel, where 
Juan Diego spent the rest of his days guarding the im-
age of the venerated Queen of Heaven. Indigenous 
people came from all over to see the Mother of Heaven 
embodied on the tilma of an Indian like them.  
In 1622, the chapel was replaced by the first temple of 
the Virgin of Guadalupe, built in the same place where 
the apparitions took place. In 1709 the construction of 
the first Basilica of Guadalupe began, which func-
tioned for several years, but its structure was affected 
by the construction of the neighboring convent of the 
Capuchins.  
In 1976, a new and modern structure was built to meet 
the needs of the thousands of pilgrims who visit Our 
Lady of Guadalupe daily. The original image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe was transferred to what we now 
know as the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, where 
it remains to this day. Its design was inspired by the 
miracle, as the blue-green ceiling represents the Vir-
gin’s mantle who has her children under her protec-
tion.  
Did you know…?  
The Nican Mopohua is a historical document that ac-
counts for the apparitions of the Virgin of Guadalupe 
to Saint Juan Diego. The story was written in the Na-
huatl language by Antonio Valeriano, an indigenous 
scholar who is believed to have heard the story from 
Juan Diego himself before his death in 1548.  
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TEN AMAZING FACTS ABOUT  
THE MIRACULOUS IMAGE  

OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

In honor of the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
[December 12th] here are ten amazing facts about the 

image of Our Lady as seen on  Saint Juan Diego 's til-
ma that defy scientific explanation and argue in favor 
of its miraculous origin and divine provenance. Mary’s 
message of faith still speaks to us, 485 years later. 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe first appeared on December 
9th, 1531. According to the account, the Virgin Mary 
told Juan Diego, an Indian convert, to tell Bishop Juan 
de Zumárraga to build a chapel. Bishop Zumárraga 
asked Diego for a sign as proof that it was truly the 
Mother of God. Our Lady instructed Diego to gather 
some roses in his tilma [popular piety attests that Mary 
arranged the roses in the tilma herself] and present 
them to the bishop. As Diego did this, the roses fell to 
the floor, revealing the miraculous image of Mary as 
she appeared in real life.  
 
1. There is no under-sketch or under-drawing on 
the image.  Infrared photography has demonstrated 
that there is no sketching on the image whatsoever. Dr. 
Philip Callahan, a research biophysicist from the Uni-
versity of Florida explains: "It is inconceivable that an 
artist in the 16th Century would paint a portrait with-
out first doing a drawing on it." Making an under-
sketch prior to painting a portrait goes back to antiqui-
ty. Such an exquisite depiction on textile made from 
cactus fiber is inexplicable given the lack of sketching.  
 
2. The image has lasted and shows no signs of dete-
rioration. Juan Diego's tilma is made of a rough cac-
tus fiber which normally disintegrates in 15 to 30 
years. Yet, the image of Guadalupe has remained in-
tact for 491 years without fading or cracking. Moreo-
ver, it was subjected to candle smoke for many years, 
which should have accelerated the process of deterio-
ration. In 1778, a worker accidentally spilled strong 
nitric acid onto a large portion of the image. To every-
one's astonishment, only slight stains appeared which 
can still be seen in the upper right side. Additionally, 
in 1921 a bomb concealed in some flowers was placed 
on the altar directly under the image. When the bomb 
detonated, the marble altar rail and windows 150 feet 
away were shattered, a brass crucifix was twisted out 
of shape, but the image was left unharmed.  
 
3. The stars that appear on the image are astro-
nomically correct. In 1983 Dr. Juan Homero Hernan-
dez and Fr. Mario Rojas Sánchez discovered that the 
stars on the image correspond precisely to the constel-
lations of the winter sky on December 12th, 1531. In-
credibly, the constellations are shown as viewed from 
outside the heavens, in other words in reverse. It is as 
if we have a picture from someone looking at it from 
outside the universe, it is a snapshot of heaven and 
earth from the very moment that Juan Diego saw Our 
Lady. Also, the constellation Virgo, representing vir-
ginal purity, appears over the area of Mary's heart sig-



 

 

nifying her immaculate and virginal purity, and the 
constellation Leo the lion is over her womb. The lion 
represents Jesus Christ, because Christ is the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah. This emphasizes that Christ the 
King is present in Mary's womb. The perfect place-
ment of stars in their various constellations illustrates 
the infinite intelligence behind the miraculous image.  
 
4. Mary's eyes are astonishingly life like. Of all the 
characteristics of the image, this is perhaps the most 
astounding. The microscopic likeness of a bearded 
man was discovered in the pupils of the Virgin; first in 
1929, and again in 1951. The bearded man corre-
sponds to contemporaneous pictures of Juan Diego. 
No human painter could have foreseen putting infini-
tesimally small images of Juan Diego in the eyes of 
the Virgin so that later advances in human technology 
could detect them. Furthermore, it is impossible for 
any human to have painted the images because they 
are simply too miniscule to produce. Jose Aste 
Tonsmann, a Peruvian ophthalmologist, examined 
Mary's eyes at 2,500 times magnification. He was able 
to identify thirteen individuals in both eyes at different 
proportions, just as a human eye would reflect an im-
age. It appeared to be the very moment Juan Diego 
unfurled the tilma before Bishop Zumárraga. Dr. Jorge 
Escalante Padilla a surgical ophthalmologist considers 
these reflections to belong to the type which have been 
described by Cherney on the back surface of the cor-
nea and by Watt & Hess at the center of the lens. Such 
reflections are very difficult to detect. Dr. Escalante 
also reported the discovery of small veins on both of 
the eyelids of the image. In the 1970s, a Japanese opti-
cian who was examining the eyes fainted. Upon recov-
ering he stated: "The eyes were alive and looking at 
him." [Janet Barber,  Latest Scientific Findings on the 
Images in the Eyes, page 90.] Incredibly, when Our 
Lady’s eyes are exposed to light, the pupils contract. 
When the light is withdrawn, they return to a dilated 
state.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Mary assumes a different ethnicity depending on 
one's vantage point. It is remarkable that at one dis-
tance Our Lady appears to be a Native American, but 
at another distance she appears of European descent. 
This miraculous feature is meant to show the unity of 
the two peoples and the two cultures in light of the 
true faith of Christ. Mary implored the peoples of the 
New World to live as one. Dr. Philip Callahan ex-

plains that the image achieves this effect of appearing 
to be different colors at different distances by a trait 
that is only seen in nature: 
At a distance of six or seven feet the skin tone becomes 
what might best be termed Indian olive, grey green in 
tone, it appears somehow the grey and caked looking 
white pigment of the face and the hands combines with 
the rough surface of the un-sized hue, such a technique 
would be an impossible accomplishment in human 
hands, it often occurs in nature however, in the color-
ing of the bird feathers and butterfly scales and on the 
elytra of brightly colored beetles.  
This change in color at different distances occurring in 
nature happens on the tilma in a miraculous way. The 
pigment combines with the rough surface of the cloth 
to impart alternating colorations. No human artist can 
duplicate this effect. Such evidence strongly suggests 
the image was fashioned by a divine hand.  
 
6. The image is always 98.6°F; the temperature of 
the human body. The sixth miraculous feature con-
cerning the image is its temperature. It is a demonstra-
ble fact that no matter what the surrounding tempera-
ture, season, or weather, the image remains at an even 
36.5°C or 98.6°F, the normal temperature of the hu-
man body. [Janet Barber, The Tilma and Its Miracu-
lous Image.] Also, Dr. Carlos Fernandez del Castillo, a 
Mexican gynecologist, after carefully examining the 
tilma and the image of the pregnant Madonna conclud-
ed that the dimensions of her body were that of an ex-
pectant mother at the end of gestation.  
 
7. How the native Indian population interpreted the 
image of Our Lady. The indigenous Indian popula-
tion recognized in the image of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe specific signs that Christianity was superior to 
other belief systems, including their own. As recorded 
by Fr. Harold Romm in, Am I Not Here, page 56: 
The Indians saw something in the image of Our Lady 
that the Spaniards did not comprehend. In that period, 
the Indians did their writing in hieroglyphics, so to 
them the image was a hieroglyphic letter. The fact that 
the natives read the image is most important in under-
standing the purpose of Our Lady’s apparitions. To the 
Indians the image depicted a beautiful lady standing in 
front of the sun, a sign to them that she was greater 
than the sun god Huitzilopochtli whom they wor-
shiped; the crescent or the moon beneath her feet 
showed that their moon god Tezcatlipoca was less than 
nothing since she was standing on it; the stars they 
thought so much of were only a part or portion of her 
mantle. At her throat was a brooch with a small black 
cross in the center reminding them that this was the 
emblem of the Spanish Friars and there was one great-
er than she. 
The intelligence that constructed the image of Guada-
lupe conveyed exactly the message that the Indians 



 

 

needed to hear and to see to abandon their false no-
tions of God and their idolatrous practices. It is infi-
nitely insightful, well beyond anything humans could 
imagine. Reading the image caused millions of Indians 
to convert to the Catholic faith. 
 
8. A 2007 miracle emphasizes Our Lady as the Pa-
troness of the Unborn. Among Our Lady of Guada-
lupe’s many designations, she is venerated as the pa-
troness of the unborn. The image shows Mary as preg-
nant with Christ. She is an unmistakable witness to the 
sanctity of life and the protection of the unborn. On 
April 24, 2007, an unusual luminosity in the famed 
image of Mary at the Shrine of Guadalupe in Mexico 
City immediately after that city legalized abortion be-
came visible. According to one account: "At the end of 
the Mass, which was offered for aborted children... 
While many of the faithful were taking photographs of 
the tilma of Tepeyac, exposed and venerated in the Ba-
silica... the image of the Virgin began to erase itself, to 
give place to an intense light which emanated from her 
abdomen, constituting a brilliant halo having the form 
of an embryo. Below, centered and enlarged, one can 
appreciate the location of the light which shone from 
the stomach of the Virgin and is not a reflection, or 
[otherwise] an artifact. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Engineer, Luis Girault, who studied the picture and 
confirmed the authenticity of the negative, was able to 
specify that it had not been modified or altered, i.e: by 
superimposition of another image. He determined that 
the image does not come from any reflection, but orig-
inates from inside Mary. The produced light is very 
white, pure and intense, different from habitual photo-
graphic lights produced by flashes. The light, encircled 
with a halo, appears to float inside Mary's abdomen. 
The halo has the form and measurements of an em-
bryo. If we again examine the picture by making it turn 
in a sagittal plane, we perceive inside the halo some 
areas of shade that are characteristic of a human em-
bryo in the maternal womb.  
 
9. Our Lady of Guadalupe and the miraculous ros-
es. The Spanish rulers of the native population were 

brutal, and war between them seemed inevitable. In 
1531, the archbishop of Mexico City, Juan de Zumár-
raga prayed to Our Lady for peace. As a sign that his 
petition would be granted, he asked to receive roses 
native to his home region of Castile, Spain. Our Lady 
told Juan Diego to present Bishop Zumárraga her re-
quest that a church be built for her on the hill of Tep-
eyac (now part of Mexico City) where people could 
receive God's grace. Bishop Zumárraga was skeptical 
of Diego's account and asked that Our Lady produce a 
sign verifying her identity.  
 
That afternoon, Mary instructed Juan Diego to return 
the next day (December 11th) and she would provide 
proof. That night, however, Diego's uncle became 
deathly ill, and Diego never returned. Early the morn-
ing of December 12th, Diego journeyed to Tlatleloco 
to find a priest so his uncle could confess his sins be-
fore dying. In doing so, he passed Tepeyac Hill. Afraid 
Mary would interrupt his errand, he went to the other 
side of the hill, but Our Lady came to meet him. Mary 
assured Diego his uncle would recover. She told him 
to go to the top of the hill and gather the flowers there. 
Diego discovered, growing in the frozen earth, a mi-
raculous garden of castilian roses not native to Mexico. 
Diego brought them to Mary, who arranged them in 
his tilma, with instructions that he take them to the 
bishop. Before Bishop Zumárraga, Juan Diego opened 
his cloak. The roses fell to the floor revealing the im-
age of Mary. The Bishop's prayers had been answered. 
 
10. Mary’s conversion of millions counteracted Lu-
ther’s Reformation. Our Lady’s urgent message was 
one of faith, hope and comfort to the indigenous popu-
lation oppressed by their Spanish overseers. In a matter 
of months, she ended the Aztec culture’s cult of death. 
The Aztec religion involved human sacrifice on an un-
thinkable scale. In the decade following her appear-
ance, ten million Indians converted to Catholicism, 
creating a vibrant community of faith that persists to 
the present day. In Europe, the Protestant Reformation 
raged, dividing the Church and causing millions to turn 
to Protestantism. At the moment that millions in Eu-
rope were being torn from the Church founded by 
Christ, God was arranging for twice as many in the 
New World to be brought into it. By divine Provi-
dence, Our Lady was creating unity and a wellspring 
of deep devotion among the faithful in Mexico. Her 
words to Juan Diego, “My dear child. Am I not here, I, 
who am your Mother? Are you not under my shadow 
and protection? Am I not the source of your joy? Are 
you not in the hollow of my mantle, in the crossing of 
my arms?”, made him, and his fellow Indians, in every 
way the Spaniards equals in dignity. 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Pray for us! 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-RZC3tVvz-U0/WEdd-HdMuwI/AAAAAAAAAQE/VLm-YjDFceM04pqrphG6B56aeaVaIfCXACLcB/s1600/Our%2BLady%2Bof%2BGuadalupe%2Billumination.jpg


 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

During the nine days before Christmas, we pray a Novena of Infant of Prague. Amid the distractions we face as 

Christmas draws near, this Novena helps us to take time to focus on the Incarnation’s role in God’s plan of mercy 

for mankind. As a way of preparing for this festivity in the Middle Ages, people used to offer novenas of prayers 

for nine days, recalling the nine months our Blessed Mother lovingly carried Our Lord in her womb. During the 

novena of prayers, people participated in common prayer so to enter more fully into the feast. The following is the 

same prayer being said during the Novena Prayer to the Miraculous Infant of Prague: 
 

O Divine Infant Jesus, Who said: "Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be 

opened to you." Through the intercession of Mary, Your Most Holy Mother, I knock, I seek, I ask that my prayer 

be granted. (Make your request.)  

O Divine Infant Jesus, Who said: "Unless you become like little children, you will not enter the Kingdom of 

Heaven." Grant me the simplicity and wonder, the tenderness and gentleness of a child. Fill me with innocence, 

hope and love. Grant me the grace that I need. (Make your request.) 

O Divine Infant Jesus, help me know how close You are to me and how powerful is Your embrace. Help me to 

trust that You hold the whole world in Your hand. I place my every need and care in Your hands. I ask that you 

fulfill my request according to Your holy will. (Make your request.) Miraculous Infant of Prague, have mercy on us. 
 

 

The Holy Infant Asks for a Christmas Present 

Saint Jerome, Doctor of the Church, ardent defender of the Incarnate Son of God and of the Virgin Mary, is the 

greatest Scripture scholar of all time. The fruits of his prayer, study and arduous labors enrich the Church even to 

this day. Old story recalls a dialogue between the saint and our little Savior one Christmas long ago. 
 

Jesus: Jerome, what are you going to give Me for My Birthday? 

Saint Jerome: Divine Infant, I give Thee my heart. 

Jesus: That is very good, but give Me something else. 

Saint Jerome: I give Thee my prayers and all my heart's affections. 

Jesus: That also is good, but give Me something else. 

Saint Jerome: I give Thee all that I have and all that I possess. 

Jesus: Very good, but I desire that you give Me still something more. 

Saint Jerome: But Divine Infant, I have nothing, what dost Thou desire me to give Thee? 

Jesus: Jerome, give Me your sins! 

Saint Jerome: But what wouldst Thou do with them? 

Jesus: Give Me your sins in order that I may pardon them all. 

Saint Jerome: O Divine Infant, Thou makest me weep for joy! 

 
Start Date:  

Friday, December 16, 2022 
 

End Date:  

Saturday, December 24, 2022 
 

Feast Day:  

Sunday, December 25, 2022 



 

 

 
PRAYER BEFORE CONFESSION 

 
Come, Holy Gost, divine Spirit of light and truth, assist me to discover all my sins, to be truly sorry for them, to 
confess them sincerely, and to amend my life. Amen 

 
After examining your conscience and telling God of your sorrow, go into the confessional.  
 
Begin your confession with the sign of the cross, "In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. My last confession was _______ weeks (months, years) ago." 
Say the sins that you remember. Start with the one(s) that is most difficult to say. (In order to make a good confes-
sion the faithful must confess all mortal sins, according to kind and number.) After confessing all the sins you re-
member since your last good confession, you may conclude by saying, "I am sorry for these and all the sins of 
my past life." Listen to the words of the priest. He will assign you some penance. Doing the penance will dimin-
ish the temporal punishment due to sins already forgiven. When invited, say an Act of Contrition: 
 
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee, and I detest all my sins because of Thy just pun-
ishments, but most of all because they offend Thee, my God, Who art all good and deserving of all my love. 
I firmly resolve, with the help of Thy grace, to sin no more and to avoid the near occasions of sin. Amen. 
Listen to the words of absolution, the sacramental forgiveness of the Church through the ordained priest. As you 
listen to the words of forgiveness you may make the sign of the cross with the priest. 
 

AFTER CONFESSION 
 

Give thanks to God for forgiving you again. If you recall some serious sin you forgot to tell, rest assured that it 
has been forgiven with the others, but be sure to confess it in your next Confession. Do your assigned Penance. 
Resolve to return to the Sacrament of Reconciliation often. We Catholics are fortunate to have the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. It is the ordinary way for us to have our sins forgiven. This sacrament is a powerful help to get rid 
of our weaknesses, grow in holiness, and lead a balanced and virtuous life. 

 
SINS THAT NEED TO BE CONFESSED 

Abortion 
Adultery 
All use of illegal drugs 
Any dealing with the occult (i.e., Ouija boards, etc.) 
Artificial birth control 
Blasphemy: disrespect toward God or toward His Holy 
Name 
Breaking promises deliberately 
Bringing dishonor to family, school, community or the 
Church 
Calumny: telling lies about another 
Despair: to believe that God will refuse to forgive you 
Destruction of other persons’ property 
Detraction: telling an unkind truth about another 
Disobedience toward parents/teachers 
Drunkenness, including any drinking under the age of 21 
Excessive materialism 
Gluttony: eating or drinking to excess 
Gossip: talking about others 
Hatred 
Homosexual actions 
Impure thoughts 
Indifference to good or evil 
Ingratitude 
 

Intentional violation of school rules 
Jealousy 
Laziness 
Lying 
Malice: the deliberate choice of evil 
Masturbation: impure actions with yourself 
Missing Mass on any Sunday or Holyday 
Murder 
NOT PRAYING EVERYDAY 
Not giving to the poor and the Church 
Premarital sex, including oral sex, intercourse, impure 
touching of another 
Presumption: sinning and saying God MUST forgive me 
Pride 
Prostitution 
Reckless driving that endangers you, passengers or others 
Rudeness 
Selfishness 
Stealing 
Superstition 
Unjustified anger 
Using others for your own personal gain 
Watching or looking at pornographic material 

CONFESSION GUIDE 



 

 

CATHOLIC SAINT OF THE WEEK 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS 

A religious vocation and the call to the Carmelite char-

ism were clearly manifest in the life of St John. He 

was born Juan de Yepes Álvarez, the son of poor par-

ents from Castile, near Avila. He was eighteen when, 

in 1563, he left the Jesuit College of Medina del Cam-

po where he studied the humanities, rhetoric and clas-

sical languages. Soon afterwards he met Teresa of Je-

sus. It was an encounter that would change their lives 

forever. St John was already a priest and was fascinat-

ed by her plan to reform the Carmelite Order, includ-

ing the male branch. They worked together, sharing 

idea and proposals, and together inaugurated the first 

house of Discalced Carmelites in 1568 in Duruelo, in 

the province of Avila. It was then, when he, along with 

others, created the first reformed male community, that 

St John adopted the new name, "of the Cross", by 

which he would later be universally known. At the end 

of 1572, at the request of Santa Teresa, John of the 

Cross became confessor and vicar of the monastery of 

the Incarnation of Avila, where Teresa was prioress. 

But nothing was easy: adherence to the reform led to 

St John being imprisoned for several months following 

unjust accusations. Assisted by St Teresa, he managed 

an adventurous escape. After regaining his strength, he 

undertook a series of responsibilities that he carried 

out until his death, after a long and painful illness. St 

John died between December 13 and 14, 1591, while 

his religious brothers were reciting the morning Office 

in a convent near Jaén. His last words were: "Today 

I'm going to sing the Office in Heaven". His mortal 

remains were transferred to Segovia. Saint John of the 

Cross was beatified by Pope Clement X in 1675 and 

canonized by Pope Benedict XIII in 1726. 

St John of the Cross had a difficult life, accepting per-

secutions and sufferings both in his activity as a re-

former and in the period of his imprisonment. Yet it 

was precisely in the most difficult moments of his life 

that he created some of his most beautiful works. Pope 

Benedict XVI referred to him as "one of the most im-

portant lyric poets of Spanish literature", pointing to 

the numerous and profound examples of his teaching 

that "describe a sure path to achieving holiness, the 

state of perfection to which God calls all of us".  

vaticannews.va 

The Consecration to Jesus through Mary took place 
at our Church on December 8, 2022, Solemnity of 
the Immaculate Conception.  
 
Father Michael Gaitley’s book, 33 Days to Morning Glory: 

A Do-It-Yourself Retreat in Preparation for Marian Conse-

cration, unpacked Saint Louis de Montfort’s incredible 

writing and revealed the incredible spiritual wealth found in 

Marian consecration. In short reflections on four huge Mar-

ian saints – Saint John Paul II, St. Louis de Montfort, Saint 

Maximilian Kolbe, and Saint Teresa of Calcutta, Father 

Gaitley sparked interest and love of Marian Consecration. 

But what happens after you say the prayer of consecration? 

What are you supposed to do after you consecrated your-

self to the Blessed Virgin Mary? 

Once you make the consecration to Jesus through 

Mary, it is for life. It can then be renewed annually on 

the Marian feast day (we recommend to say the conse-

cration prayer every year.) Through this 33-

day program you are giving Mary ALL of yourself – 

your heart, your mind, and your soul –  in order to 

bring you closer and help you be more faithful to her 

Son, Jesus Christ. Also, that she may use you as a holy 

instrument in her battle with Satan. The Marian conse-

cration is something to be lived out on a daily basis, re-

newed with every decision to draw closer to Christ’s heart 

through the heart of His mother. We are called to give our 

prayers to Mary and ask her to bring them to Christ.. 

This consecration allows Mary the free reign in your 

life to make you holy (as she assists you, through the 

Holy Spirit, to conform to her virtues) and to use your 

prayers, sacrifices, and sufferings for the greater glory 

of God: “The Immaculata alone has from God the 

promise of victory over Satan. She seeks souls that will 

consecrate themselves entirely to her, that will become 

in her hands forceful instruments for the defeat of Sa-

tan and the spread of God’s kingdom.”  St. Maximilian 

Kolbe  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Days-Morning-Glory-Do-Yourself/dp/1596142448
https://www.amazon.com/Days-Morning-Glory-Do-Yourself/dp/1596142448
https://www.amazon.com/Days-Morning-Glory-Do-Yourself/dp/1596142448


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restoring the Sacred Catholic Tradition 

 

With the permission from    

the Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron,  

The Archbishop of Detroit  

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass  

according to the 1962 Roman Missal  

can be offered  

in SS. Peter and Paul Parish Church  

until June 30, 2023. 

Our parish altar boys provide a liturgical ministry for 

assistance at all parish Masses. Currently, we are seek-
ing altar servers for the Traditional Latin Mass. Our 
Latin Mass offerings are expanding, thus the need for 
more altar servers.  Generally, after boys receive their 
First Holy Communion, they become eligible to be 
trained as altar servers. The men of the parish are also 
encouraged to be trained to serve at the Holy Altar of 
God. The parish, preserving the tradition of men and 
boys serving at the altar, hopes to foster many voca-
tions to the Catholic priesthood. 

The Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite is the litur-
gy of the Catholic Church in use before the reforms 
after the Second Vatican Council. This includes the 
Mass, the Sacraments, various rites of blessing and 
more. On July 7, 2007, His Holiness Pope Benedict 
XVI issued an apostolic letter called Summorum Pon-
tificum. In this letter he declared that older form of the 
Roman rite was never abrogated, and that it “must be 
given due honor for its venerable and ancient us-
age.” (SP Art. 1) His Holiness termed the Traditional 
Latin Mass – the older form – the Extraordinary Form 
of the Roman Rite. This older form has been in use for 
many centuries. During this time it was at the heart of 

PROCLAIMING  
THE MESSAGE  

OF LIFE 
 

LET THEIR HEARTS BEAT  

ADVENT AND PREGNANCY 

As we enter the second half of Advent, the liturgy fo-

cuses more specifically on the Incarnation and birth of 

Jesus at the first Christmas. We think about Mary's ini-

tial fear and uncertainty in the face of her unexpected 

pregnancy. Then, in every Church in the world, believ-

ers spiritually rush to her side to eagerly await with her 

the birth of the Savior. 

The best way for a parish to celebrate Christmas is to 

rush physically to the side of those in the community 

who, like Mary, are uncertain and afraid about their 

pregnancy. We are to accompany them through their 

pregnancy with support and encouragement, and help 

them experience the fact that every birth reflects the 

joy of the birth of Christ. 

Nationwide, pregnancy centers providing alternatives 

to abortion can be reached through the “Option Line,” 

1-800-712-HELP, or at www.pregnancycenters.org 

 

Priests for Life - Fr. Frank Pavone 

CONFESSIONS BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
 

TUESDAY, December 20, 2022 
1:00 - 3:00 P.M. and 5:00 - 7:00 P.M. 

 
WEDNESDAY, December 21, 2022 

1:00 - 3:00 P.M. and 5:00 - 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

An Invitation to Men and Boys of our Parish! 

We are in need of Altar Boys to assist priest at the 
Holy Masses. Talk to Fr. Jerry if you’re interested. 

http://www.pregnancycenters.org/


 

 

DETROIT — During the Chrism Mass celebrated at 

the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament on April 

14, Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron announced to the 

faithful that the Archdiocese of Detroit will begin 

a Year of Prayer for Priestly Vocations, starting with 

a Holy Hour on the vigil on Pentecost on June 4 and 

ending on the solemnity of Pentecost in 2023. This 

year of prayer is a response to the fact that for the first 

time in at least 70 years (Detroit Catholic could not 

verify records before then), there will be no priestly 

ordinations in the Archdiocese of Detroit this year. 

The Lord Jesus is calling us to redouble our efforts to 

share the gift of the ministerial priesthood. Here are 

just a few of the many ways and resources for pastors 

and parishes to undergo this effort and “serve as in-

struments of God’s call,” as Archbishop Vigneron en-

courages us to do.  

 
PRAYER FOR PRIESTLY VOCATIONS  

Heavenly Father, Lord of the Harvest, 

call forth vocations to the priesthood 
from our archdiocese and families. 

Jesus, Eternal High Priest, 
give us men willing to sacrifice and serve. 

Make their hearts after your own Sacred Heart. 
Holy Spirit, Everlasting Love between  

the Father and Son, 
strengthen, inspire, and set men on fire  

with divine charity. 
Grant them the courage to say yes to their vocation. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, Mother of priests, 
comfort and protect your sons  

as they discern their call. 
With Saint Joseph, may they know your love  

and companionship 
as they deepen their relationship with Jesus. 

 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 

St. Anne, pray for us. 
St. John Vianney, patron saint of priests, pray for us. 

 
AOD, Office of Priestly Vocations 

 

Upcoming Liturgical Schedule 
Monday, December 12, 2022 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass 

 

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 

St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

No Holy Mass 
 

Wednesday, December 14, 2022 

St. John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor of the Church 

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass and Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 Devotion 

 
 Thursday, December 15, 2022 

St. Nino, Virgin 

12:15 p.m. Holy Mass 
 

Friday, December 16, 2022 

St. Adelaide, Queen 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass  

 

Saturday, December 17, 2022 

St. Olympias, Widow 

4:30 p.m.  Sunday Vigil Holy Mass 

 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

10:00 a.m. Holy Mass (Polish) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Mass  (English)   

2:00 p.m. (Traditional Latin Mass) 

 

Catholic liturgical calendar for the 2022 liturgical year for the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass according to the Missale 

Romanum (1962) of Pope St. John XXIII.   

Dominica IV Adventus 

https://www.detroitcatholic.com/news/with-no-new-priests-this-year-archbishop-announces-year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations
https://detroitpriestlyvocations.com/year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations/?__hstc=138938284.b0b3fdfc6b0a98d28104ca765aee4a6a.1620753959162.1650306429118.1650381938261.440&__hssc=138938284.2.1650381938261&__hsfp=1103527144


 

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

All-powerful and everlasting God, your Son accepted our suf-
fering to teach us the virtue of patience in human illness. Hear 
the prayers we offer for our sick brothers and sisters. May all 
who suffer know that they are joined to Christ in His suffering 
for the salvation of the world. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

         
Catherine Anderson  

James Antolak 

Mary Antoncew 

Shawn Armstrong 

Jamie Balogh 

Julia Balogh 

Trudy Bednarczyk 

Lorraine Belanger 

Zigmund Bieniek 

Carol Bonczkiewicz 

Stephen F. Dewitt 

Yolanda Dominguez 

Carol Elliott  

Maria Gomez 

Kim Hice 

Rick Hurd 

James Kashinsky 

Larry Kolar 

Eugene Kopek 

Marie Kondrath 

Joseph Kosek 

Marc Kutylowski 

Barbara Lesinski  

Aaron Maddix 

Barbara Mixter 

Selena Montes 

Tony Morales 

Rosita Morales 

Bernice Mrocka 

Rachel Palucki 

Edward Paslawski 

Rachael Paslawski 

Dale Patterson 

Mario Pereyra 

Steve Peet 

Irena Pilus  

Vivian Polakowski 

Jennifer Ragland 

Cinde Rutkowski 

Stella Sakowicz 

Amy Sauve 

Marie Schimelfening   

Ora Gomez 

Maria Sztuka 

Frank Taraskiewicz 

Delphine Truszkowski  

Dan Urbiel 

Kathy Urbiel 

Helena Wilk Wajda 

Richard Wallner 

Juliann Wellman 

Tom & Jeanette Wiggle 

Boz ena Wilin ska 

Lorraine Witkowski 

Justin Wood 

Hudson Zammitt 

Janice Thibodeau 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday, December 12, 2022 
9.00 a.m. 
† - All Souls in Purgatory by Barbara Porcek 
 
Wednesday, December 14, 2022 
7.00 p.m. 
- For healing of John Tobin by Kathleen Heilmiller 
- Carrie & Rich Wolski & Family by Urbiel Family 
† Michael F. Jones by Kathleen Heilmiller 
† Betty Gobiel by Kathleen Heilmiller 
† Lofton James Singleton by Kathleen Heilmiller 
† Mary Machesky by Maxine Lizbinski 
 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 
12.15 p.m. 
† Mary Machesky by Joanne Tuchowski 
 
Friday, December 16, 2022 
9.00 a.m. 
- O Błogosławien stwo Boz e i opiekę Matki Boz ej dla Agnieszki 
Wilczek z okazji urodzin by Barbara Wilczek 
 
Saturday, December 17, 2022 
4.30 p.m. 
- SSPP Altar Society 
† Jacqueline Mroz 
† Michael Riley by Sandra Riley 
† Mary Machesky by Mroz & Barnes Families  
† Ronald Machesky by Family 
† Charline Gorny by Fran Klott 
 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 
10.00 a.m. 
- O Boz e Błogosławien stwo dla Stanisława i Janiny Zub z Ro-
dziną od Marii Sztuka 
† Anna Pula, Genevieve Robakiewicz by Leonard Pula 
† Mike Balicki, Ralph Kulpa, Louise Zaniecki 
† Stan Paul Maziarz by Friends 
† Adam Larwa (45th Anniv) by Arlene Larwa 
† Bronisława Sudoł od Rodziny Sudoł 
 
12.00 p.m. 
† Edward & Helen Rutkowski 
† Mary Machesky by the Bass Family 
† Raymond Maczuga by Family 
† Charlene Gorny by Kathy Hook, Lisa Hook 
 
2.00 p.m.  
- For Roman Porcek for God’s Blessing for his Birthday by Lar-
ry and Cathy Kaluzny  



 

 

WELCOME TO SS. PETER AND PAUL  
PARISH - WESTSIDE 

 
Information 
There is a bookshelf in Church and a bookrack in the vestibule 
with new parishioner registration forms, Mass intention     
envelopes, and many inspirational and educational brochures 
and CDs available free of charge.  
 
Sacramental Preparation Policy 
Before any Sacramental Preparation (Baptism, Reconciliation, 
Confirmation, First Holy Communion, Marriage) can begin, we 
require that you be an active registered member for at least 
six months. This means attending a weekend liturgy with our 
parish community, using your weekly offering envelopes, and 
taking part in parish activities. Please contact the Parish Office 
for further information. 
 
Anointing of the Sick Request  
If a family member is confined at home or a medical facility 
and wishes to receive the Sacraments of Holy Communion, 
Confession or Anointing of the Sick please call the Parish     
Office.  
 
Private Prayer Schedule 
The church is open and available for private prayer 30 minu-
tes before every Holy Mass. On Saturdays the church is open 
at 2:00 p.m. On Sunday mornings the church is open at 9:00 
a.m.  
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference,  
Food Pantry and Drop Box 
If you are interested serving the needs of the community, 
please consider joining the Parish St. Vincent de Paul           
Conference. The SVDP Food Pantry regularly accepts           
donations.  
Baskets for donations are located throughout the church. The 
SVDP Drop Box is located in the parking lot near the Activities 
Building. Clothing and shoes are accepted. For more              
information contact the Parish Office.  
Thank you for generosity.  
 

24 Hour Prayer Line 
The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament have a 
twenty-four hour prayer line. Call 248-626-8253. 
 

Sound Assist Devices 
We have several sound assist devices available for use during 
Mass. Speak with Father Jerry before Mass.   
 

Online Gift Giving 
Online gift giving is available. Your gift will be credited and 
distributed directly to our parish. Please be assured of our 
prayers and the prayers of those who minister through your 
generosity. To give a gift directly to support our Parish, 
visit http://sspp.aodcsa.org. We thank you for your      
continued support of SS. Peter and Paul Parish!  
 

For Your Benefit 
When attending Mass or other activities here at SS. Peter & 
Paul we recommend for your own safety and security, as well 
as that of others, that you please park in the main (north) 
parking lot. Security is provided for all Masses and events.  

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - WESTSIDE 
7685 GRANDVILLE, DETROIT, MI 48228 

313-846-2222 (PARISH OFFICE)  313-584-1484 (FAX) 

 
Parish Website: www.ssppdetroit.net 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ssppdetroit 

Parish Email: sspeterandpaul@comcast.net 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Jarosław (Jerry) Pilus    ext. 102 

Pastoral Associate 

Anna Clougherty     ext. 100 

Parish Office        ext. 100 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference  ext. 107 

 

Parish Office Hours by Appointment Only 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: Office Closed 

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday: Office Closed 

 

LITURGICAL & DEVOTIONAL SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 

Monday: 9:00 a.m., Tuesday: No Holy Mass,  

Wednesday: 7:00 p.m., Thursday: 12:15 p.m., Friday: 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (Vigil) 

Sunday: 10:00 a.m. (Polish),  12:00 p.m (English), 2:00 p.m.  

Traditional Latin Mass 

 

Holy Day of Obligation Masses 

9:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 7:00 p.m. (English & Polish) 

 

First Friday Holy Mass 

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Adoration, and Benediction of the Bles-
sed Sacrament 

 

First Saturday Holy Mass  - Traditional Latin Mass 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Adoration, and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

 

Sacrament of Confession (English & Polish) 

Wednesday: 6:00 p.m., First Friday: 6:00 p.m. 

First Saturday: 8:30 a.m., Saturday: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion 

After Wednesday Evening Mass 

 

Please contact the Parish Office with any  questions,       
concerns, or comments.   
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Directors 

Jeffrey Boleski, Scott Boleski, Todd Boleski 

25509 W. Warren Avenue 

Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 

313-562-5120 

Janina Bak 
Joseph and Vera Ballard 

Dolores & Raymond Bonczkiewicz 
Matthew Cook 

Florence Czachor 
John Czachor 

Calvin & Teresa Dienes Family 
Gary Dienes 

Mike & Marjorie Fedyk 
Victoria, Ray & Giovenna Fili 
Barbara & Henry Franco 
Jerome & Regina Gould 

Mary Ann Jackson 
Krystyna & Stanislaw Janulewicz 

Barney & Mary Jezuit 
Slawomir Krasuski 

Adam & Genevieve Larwa 
Mary and Ronald G. Machesky 

Walter Maziarz 
Rita McCausland 

Emilia & Joseph Mochol 
Mary & Frank Mydlarz 

Michalina Palys 
Virginia & Frank Paslawski 

Linda Paslawski 
Reverend James H. Profota 
Karolina & Jozef Radkiewicz 

John & Corrine Roberts 
Arthur & Delphine Rutkowski 

Leonard P. Seletyn 
Mary & John Urtczeck 

Kenneth H. & Barbara A. Kujawa-Warsow 
Michael K. Warsow 

Dec. Mem. Boner & Radzilowski Families 
Dec. Mem. Buckowski Family 

Dec. Mem. Cueco & Digano Families 
Dec. Mem. Markiewicz Family 

Dec. Mem. John Rash & Mrocka Families 
Dec. Mem Pieczynski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Almquist & Ballard Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Baca & Kucharski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bajdo Woloszyn Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Barnes & Pilus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dewicki & Mazur Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bechard & Roy/King Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bostle & Flores Families 
Liv. & Dec.. Mem. Burke & Mitchell Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bush & Wojtowicz Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Byczek & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley & Rose Byczek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Camero & Garcia Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Clougherty Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czachor Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czorny & Langley Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Digregio & Ortisi Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dooley & Firestone Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ducan & Williams Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Franco & Machesky Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gizowski & Sovel Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Glyn & Rybicki Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gorny & Kushnir Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Grden Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John A. Groszek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Heimes & Savickis Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Jarosz Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kaluzny & Parsons Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Karpinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Keiller & Marciniec Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kolasinski & Cholipski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kowalczyk & Dziubczynski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kubica & Pac kowski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kuch & Guset Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kurdziel & Porcek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kwilos & Stecker Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Larwa & Postupalski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Lesinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ley & Nemecek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Litwin & Riley Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Londke & McGann Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene Machowicz  

& Joanne Tuchowski Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley and Helen Matras Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Matras & Misiolek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Mroz & Rutkowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Nega & Idzikowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John & Julia Panek Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Pelic & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Przybyla Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Radecki & Uszynski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Joseph Ronevicz & Kososki Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Seletyn & Cepiga Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Siwak, Conrad, & Woyshner Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Smith & Leong Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stręk & Ban ka Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Szymczakowski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. SS. Peter and Paul Altar Society 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Urbiel & Patrus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Utter, Burger & Hater Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Vasquez & Rand Families 

Liv.  & Dec. Mem. Węglickich & Lutrzykowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Wilczek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene and Josephine Zdun Family 
 

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - FIRST FRIDAY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 - AUGUST 31, 2023 


