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* CHRISTMAS * 

From the very beginning, Christians celebrated what 

the Lord Jesus accomplished for the salvation of hu-
manity. They did this every Sunday, the day of the 
Lord’s resurrection, and as an annual feast on the Sun-
day after the first full moon of the spring equinox, 
Easter Sunday. 
At the beginning of the 4th century, the liturgical cal-
endar began to evolve, giving value to the “historical” 
Jesus as well. Good Friday was added to recall Jesus’ 
death, and the Last Supper…. In that trajectory, the 
Nativity, the Birth of Jesus, was added. The first evi-
dence of the celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord 
dates back to the year 336. Soon after, in the Eastern 

Church, the Christmas feast of the Epiphany began to 
be celebrated on the 6th of January. The date was con-
nected to the civil pagan festival of the birth of the in-
vincible sun (Natale Solis Invicti), introduced by the 
Emperor Aurelian in 274 in honor of the Syrian Sun 
god of Emesa, celebrated on 25 December. 
Christmas is the only liturgical celebration with four 
Masses, the Vigil Mass, the Mass during the Night, the 
Mass at Dawn and the Mass during the Day. The read-
ings are the same for each of these Masses for all three 
liturgical years. This choice seeks to demonstrate and 
enhance, almost in slow motion, that Event that 
changed the course of human history: God became 
man. 
Vigil: The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the son of Abraham… Matthan became 
the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Joseph, the 
husband of Mary. Of her was born Jesus who is called 
the Christ (Mt. 1:1-25). 
Night: “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the peo-
ple. For today in the city of David a savior has been 
born for you who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in swad-
dling clothes and lying in a manger” (Lk 2:1-14). 
Dawn: When the angels went away from them to heav-
en, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go, 
then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken 
place… So they went in haste… Then the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God (Lk 2:15-20). 
Day: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God… And the Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us (Jn. 1:1
-18). 
Today, the Light came into the world. Today, as it has 
done for over two thousand years, the Light shatters 
the darkness and the shadows of the night and illumi-
nates us. That Light has a face and a name: Jesus 
Christ, prophesied by the prophet Isaiah: “The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light” (Mass during the Night, Is. 9:1-6). He is the 
Light of the world that shines in the darkness (Jn. 1:9, 
3, 19; Mass during the Day). He is the Hope that does 
not disappoint (Rom. 5:5). Jesus, from the root and 
lineage of David (cf. 2 Sam. 7:8ff.), the fulfillment of 



 

 

God’s promise to King David (Fourth Sunday of Ad-
vent). Jesus is the radiant morning star (Rev. 22:16). 
The event 
This is Christmas: a Fact, an Event that changed the 
course of history. God became man to make us chil-
dren of God (cf. Saint Irenaeus). It is such an im-
portant event, it is so decisive, that the liturgy itself 
makes us savor it in slow motion as it were, offering us 
not one, but four different Christmas liturgies: the Vig-
il Mass (around 6:00 pm), Mass during the Night 
(usually between 9:00 and 12:00 pm), Mass at Dawn 
(between 7:00 and 9:00 am) and Mass during the Day 
(from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm). These four liturgies help 
us savor all the joy of this Event that has surprised/
overturned human plans. 
This is the joy of Christmas: “For today … a savior 
has been born for you who is Christ and Lord” (Lk. 
2:11; Mass during the Night). The Lord Jesus draws 
near to us to tell us not to be afraid, to break the indif-
ference we have with each other, because God, in Je-
sus His Son, has taken on our humanity, wounded by 
sin, to save us. 
Historical details 
Luke’s text, the one we listen to during the Mass dur-
ing the Night, is rich with chronological and historical 
details: “In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled… 
This was the first enrollment when Quirinius was the 
governor of Syria…” (Lk. 2:1-2). These details could 
leave us indifferent since we are so eager to get at the 
news that Jesus was born. But they are not secondary 
details because they indicate that Jesus’ birth is not a 
“fairy tale”, but is a fact that is completely historical. 
Genealogical Tree 
As is indicated in the Gospel proclaimed during the 
Christmas Vigil, Jesus is inserted within a genealogical 
tree that is not all that perfect. And yet, He accepted to 
enter within this family history, where saints do not 
stand out. The long list contains the patriarchs, then the 
kings before the Babylonian exile. Some kings were 
faithful, others were idolators, immoral and assassins. 
There is a lot to be said about King David, in whom 
faithfulness to God was intertwined with sin and 
crimes (we can recall the crime he confessed in Psalm 
50 after having murdered Uriah). 
Jesus’ genealogy serves as a testimony and confirma-
tion that Jesus is of “David’s lineage” (cf. Mt. 1:6ff), 
and that the promise God made to David that he would 
build him “a house” (cf. 2 Sam. 7) found its complete 
fulfillment in Jesus. The genealogy demonstrates that 
Jesus is part of a larger story – this applies to Jesus as 
Man – and is the One who inaugurates a new story. 
Behind every name, however enigmatic at times, is a 
story about how God made something possible. It is a 
page that reveals that behind every face there is some-
one chosen by God who has made a promise. This was 
true at one time and it is true today. We too have been 
“called” by God’s grace. “You have not chosen me, but 

I have chosen you” (Jn. 15:16). We are not called due 
to our own merits, but through God’s mercy: “I have 
loved you with an everlasting love” (Jer. 31:3). This is 
what we can be certain of: “Before birth the Lord 
called me, from my mother’s womb” (Is. 49:1). 
Just as in the past, so too today, Jesus enters within 
this story and invites us to look beyond. He invites us 
to read this particular historical and social time not as 
a litany of defeats to lament, but with that Light that 
comes from high and illumines everything. 
After all, not even Joseph and Mary found themselves 
in a very easy context… 
The manger 
“The time came for her to have her child, and she 
gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger” (cf. Lk. 
2:6-7; Mass during the Night). God, the Father Al-
mighty, through Mary, places His Child in a manger – 
Emmanuel, God with us. This Child begins (archē in 
Greek) a new Kingdom, a new History of Salvation: a 
kingdom of justice and of peace, of love and of truth. 
“She laid him in a manger”. The Greek verb refers to 
the position people assumed at that time when they 
would eat. But Baby Jesus is lying in a food trough for 
animals, a receptable that attracted insects, animal 
burrs. It is a beginning that suggests what Jesus’ entire 
life will be like: angels sing in heaven and a king per-
secutes Him; one day He will be acclaimed by the 
people and the next day He will be condemned by the 
same crowd. One day they wanted to make Him king 
and another He is nailed to a cross as an evildoer. Re-
jection and glory were the contrasting signs that would 
distinguish this Child. 
But there is also another detail that is often depicted 
on icons. This Child is placed where animals feed. 
This Baby, who needs to be nourished in order to 
grow, from His beginning He is celebrated as the 
“bread” that nourishes: “Do this in memory of 
me”. Through these details, this Child reveals who He 
is to us, and at the same time, reveals the way for our 
lives to be beautiful. At a time in which people are 
slaves to their own superficial desires, Jesus shows us 
a new life that can order so many disordered passions 
that do not satisfy anything except our own longing to 
deceive ourselves that “we are like God”, our self-
affirmation and emancipation from God, the conse-
quence of original sin: “The woman saw that the tree 
was good for food and pleasing to the eyes, and the 
tree was desirable for gaining wisdom. So she took 
some of its fruit and ate it; and she also gave some to 
her husband” (Gn. 3:6). From the manger, Jesus 
teaches us to nourish ourselves with what matters so 
that from being compulsive eaters, we might become 
“bread that gives itself”. It is enough to remember that 
the first of Jesus’ temptations in the desert concerned 
the very concept of “food”: “Command that these 
stones become loaves of bread…One does not live on 
bread alone, but on every word that comes forth from 



 

 

nourishment that does not satisfy what we are really 
hungry and thirsty for. After all, each one of us is that 
shepherd seeking after poor things, and when it finds 
what it has been looking for, becomes aware that the 
search is not over. 
The Birth 
The Birth of Our Lord Jesus reminds us that God is 
present in every situation in which we believe He is 
absent or in which we think He could never be. This 
faith drives us to view this time with greater serenity 
and hope. God is here. He is so present that perhaps, or 
rather He is certainly asking us to reconsider how we 
live. He is inviting us to remember that just as He 
came to save us, so too, we can be saved only if we 
walk together with Him, if we learn to take care of 
each other. We are invited to become “mangers” where 
others can nourish themselves on the bread of friend-
ship, love, mercy, hope. The Lord offers Himself to us 
so we might bear Him through the witness of our lives. 
As Christians, we are called to be filled with the hope 
of this humanity, so disoriented and isolated, to be-
come sentinels of a new dawn…so that the darkness of 
this time might be shattered by the Light that comes 
from the Lord Jesus, that is the Lord Jesus. 
Jesus, the decisive reality 
He is the decisive reality of our existence. In the Lord 
Jesus who drew near to us, we learn how to be-
come brothers and sisters all to share an interior soli-
darity and proximity that is the most precious thing, 
allowing us to praise God together with the angels, and 
say: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace 
to those on whom his favor rests”. 
vaticannews.va 

the mouth of God” (Mt. 4:3-4), thus showing us the 
style we should adopt. 
Swaddling clothes 
Mary “wrapped” the child “in swaddling clothes”: 
Even though Mary finds herself in a precarious situa-
tion, she is organized. This tells us that we need to 
learn to be “organized” so that the Child that asks to be 
born in our hearts and lives might find a welcome, care 
and protection. In other words, we could say that the 
memory of the birth of our Lord illuminates the “daily 
births” where faith – that is, our friendship with Baby 
Jesus – asks to be welcomed and protected in the 
“swaddling clothes” of our attention and care so that it 
might not be debased. In that “baby wrapped in swad-
dling clothes and placed in a manger”, we are invited 
to see the divine logic He uses when He acts “like 
God”. We are invited to invert our logic, our strategy: 
He asks that we change our mentality and perspective. 
What matters is not what is big, but what is little and 
apparently insignificant. A change of perspective from 
big to small, from strength to weakness, from power to 
gift, because this is how God acts! 
As Christians, we too are called to be discreet “signs” 
of the power of God’s love, humble instruments of the 
Lord’s Kingdom, certain that “God’s weakness is more 
powerful than human strength” (see 1 Cor. 1:25). The 
term “sign” should not be understood as weakness or 
surrender because if “salt loses its taste…it is no long-
er good for anything but to be thrown out” (cf. Mt. 
5:13). As Christians we should become living and 
credible reminders of the grain of wheat that bears 
fruit, a “sign” here and now of the Baby of Bethlehem, 
Jesus. Our lives and how we act should be capable of 
manifesting “Christmas” joy, of a Life given from on 
High, capable of being “broken” for others out of love. 
The shepherds 
God’s entrance into human history happens through 
“back doors” and other unconventional methods. In-
stead of announcing Jesus’ birth to the temple priests, 
the angels announce it to shepherds who were poor 
guardians paid to watch over sheep. They were exclud-
ed from the people because they were nomadic, which 
meant they were in contact with outsiders, foreigners. 
This made them ritually impure according to the law. 
The angels bring them the news first and thus they 
were the first to adore and then go in haste to proclaim 
the news: “ ‘Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.’ So they went in haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger…. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God...” (cf. Lk. 2:15-20; Mass at Dawn). 
Nomadic like Jesus who had nowhere to lay His head 
(cf. Mt. 8:20), in these shepherds we can see 
the nomadic guardians of our hearts, that restless part 
inside us that keeps watch, that seeks, that waits for 
Someone, but which often feeds itself on the wrong 



 

 

SŁOWO CIAŁEM SIĘ STAŁO  
 
Bóg przyszedł na świat, byśmy zrodzeni wedle ciała 

jako ludzie, mogli narodzić się z Boga. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Słowo Ciałem się stało i mieszkało między nami..... 

Nie tylko mieszkało, jak śpiewamy w kolędzie, ale za-

mieszkało. Dziś też mieszka. Gdzie dwaj albo trzej 

zgromadzeni są w Jego imię, w swoim słowie, w sa-

kramentach, zwłaszcza w Eucharystii... Słowo, czyli 

kto? Wiadomo: Jezus Chrystus. Ale po kolei. Najlepiej 

w pochyleniu albo i na kolanach. Bo misterium to tak 

wielkie, że nie sposób nie oddać za nie Bogu czci. 

Na początku było Słowo – napisał w prologu do swojej 

Ewangelii święty Jan. Na początku, czyli gdy Bóg 

stworzył niebo i ziemię (czyli wszystko), a ziemia była 

bezładem i pustkowiem (czyli to wszystko nie było 

jeszcze uporządkowane). Słowo już wtedy było. Było 

u Boga i było Bogiem – rozróżnił św. Jan, a Kościół na 

tym między innymi opiera swoje przekonanie, że choć 

Bóg jest jeden co do natury, to w różnych osobach. I 

żeby nie było wątpliwości, kim jest owo Słowo, kim 

jest Jednorodzony, Jan  napisał też, że przez Słowo, 

które było u Boga, wszystko zaczęło istnieć. Świat wi-

dzialny i świat niewidzialny. Bo Jednorodzony jest 

Stworzycielem. Sam zaś  nie został stworzony. Dla 

podkreślenia jednej z Ojcem natury Syna wyznajemy, 

że „zrodzony, a nie stworzony, współistotny Ojcu” . I 

nie ma niczego – pisze święty Jan –  co by zaistniało 

samo przez się, bez Niego. „A przez Niego wszystko 

się stało”. Bo nawet świat demonów jest dziełem Jed-

norodzonego. To jest przecież zbuntowane przeciwko 

Bogu stworzenie. Ciągle jednak tylko stworzenie. 

Wielki Bóg, zamieszkujący niedostępną światłość, 

całkowicie ponad stworzeniem? Stworzyciel, które-

mu los stworzenia jest obojętny albo jest dla Niego 

tylko zabawką? Ano właśnie nie. Słowo stało się Cia-

łem, czyli stało się człowiekiem, Jednorodzony Bóg 

przyjął na siebie człowieczeństwo i zamieszkał mię-

dzy nami – napisał św. Jan. A my śpiewając kolędy 

ciągle to wspominamy. Przyszedł nie tylko po to, by 

objawić nam Ojca, byśmy w swoim myśleniu i mó-

wieniu o Bogu już nie byli zdani na swoje domysły i 

wymysły. Nie tylko po to, byśmy my, ludzie mogli 

obejrzeć Jego chwałę. Bo gdy umierał na krzyżu, 

choć była to chwila triumfu, chwały widać nie było, a 

ukazała się ona dopiero w Jego zmartwychwstaniu i 

wniebowstąpieniu. Ale Jednorodzony Bóg przyszedł 

przede wszystkim po to, by nas zbawić. Byśmy zro-

dzeni wedle ciała jako ludzie, mogli narodzić się z 

Boga. I ze stworzenia przemienić się w Jego dzieci, 

mające w tajemniczy sposób udział w Jego Boskiej 

naturze. 

Wielkie i wzniosłe to sprawy. My, ludzie, do ogłasza-

nia takich wybralibyśmy jakieś godne warunki. Co 

najmniej salę jakiegoś pałacu, z dywanami na podło-

dze, sztukateriami na ścianach i zwisającym z sufitu, 

ozdobionym setkami kryształów żyrandolem. Oczy-

wiście ogłosilibyśmy tę nowinę w obecności moż-

nych tego świata: prezydentów, premierów, mini-

strów, marszałków, prezesów, arcybiskupów, bisku-

pów i prałatów. Maluczcy mogliby najwyżej obejrzeć 

to na telebimach. Bóg zrobił inaczej. Uznał, że lepsza 

będzie uboga, betlejemska stajenka, żłób i pasterze. 

Lepsza od uroczystej akademii ku czci będzie szara, 

ludzka codzienność. No bo w czym ludzki blichtr dla 

Boga lepszy od słomy? W czym godność wielkich 

tego świata większa niż godność nędzarza? Dla tego, 

który stworzył wszystko, jedwabie, złoto czy diamen-

ty nie są cenniejsze od polnego kwiatu czy porannej 

rosy. A człowiek wobec Jego wielkości, czy wielki 

czy mały,  i tak jak drobny pyłek. 

I właściwie jedynym, czego Bogu może brakować i 

czego może od nas oczekiwać, są kochające serca. A 



 

 

to, czy gotowi jesteśmy dać Bogu odrobinę swego ser-

ca, nie zależy od statusu społecznego. Zresztą  kto wie, 

może ci, którzy mniej mają do stracenia, dają go nawet 

więcej? 

 

A gdyby tak scenę Bożego Narodzenia potraktować 

jako alegorię współczesnego świata? 

 

Natura ludzka w każdym wieku jest taka sama. Choć 

okoliczności, w których żyją ludzie, zmieniają się, 

pewne ludzkie cechy, postawy nie ulegają zmianie. Od 

ludzi żyjących dwa tysiące lat temu różni nas dieta, 

strój, pojazdy, ale cechy charakteru i postawy pozosta-

ły w zasadzie te same. A gdyby tak scenę Bożego Na-

rodzenia potraktować jako alegorię współczesnego 

świata? W której postaci z obecnych wtedy przy Jezu-

sie odnalazłbym się dzisiaj? 

Zacznijmy od Aniołów. To oni opowiedzieli pasterzem 

o cudzie narodzenia się Boga i skierowali ich do Betle-

jem. I właściwie niewiele więcej o ich postawie mogli-

byśmy opowiedzieć, gdyby nie… No właśnie. Wiemy, 

kim są. Istotami duchowymi. Posłańcami spełniający-

mi Boże rozkazy.  Co czuli, gdy wyznaczono im takie 

zadanie? Nie są przecież istotami pozbawionymi wła-

snego rozumu i woli. Kiedyś część z nich zbuntowała 

się przeciwko Bogu. Choć dziś nie jesteśmy pewni co 

do powodu tego buntu, przypuszczamy, że chodziło o 

człowieka. Szatan i jego aniołowie nie mieli nic prze-

ciwko służbie Bogu. Ale gdy okazało się, że oni, tak 

wspaniali, duchowi i nieubrudzeni cielesnością, mieli-

by służyć też człowiekowi, unieśli się dumą. Od tamtej 

pory robią wszystko, by człowiekowi zaszkodzić. Tak, 

człowiekowi. Nie Bogu, bo wiedzą, że Jemu niczego 

nie są w stanie zrobić. 

W dzień Bożego Narodzenia Aniołowie zobaczyli Sy-

na Bożego, który stał się człowiekiem. Nie aniołem, a 

człowiekiem. Bóg w osobie Jezusa złączył naturę Bożą 

z naturą ludzką. Rozumując po ludzku, dla aniołów 

musiało to być kolejne upokorzenie. Co wybrali? 

Ano pokorne wypełnienie polecenia. Oddali Bogu 

cześć i życzliwie oznajmili tę niesamowitą wieść o na-

rodzeniu Mesjasza pasterzom. Jakby bez żalu. Bez za-

zdrości. Bo takie otrzymali zadanie. Nie było dla nich 

problemem cieszyć się, że ludzkość spotkało tak wiel-

kie wywyższenie. 

W kategoriach ludzkich bezinteresowność aniołów, ich 

opowiedzenie się za Bogiem i za człowiekiem budzą 

szacunek. Bo tak zachowuje się nie byle kto. Służyć i 

cieszyć się swoją służbą potrafi tylko ten, kto kocha. A 

my, chrześcijanie XXI wieku? 

Aniołowie mogliby być dziś obrazem wszystkich tych, 

którzy już poznali Jezusa. Zwłaszcza tych, którzy czu-

ją się z  Nim mocniej związani przez gorliwą religij-

ność czy pełnienie ważnej posługi w Kościele. Na 

pewno wielu z nich pracuje bezinteresownie. Nie my-

ślą o tym, że tych, którym służą, kiedyś spotkają 

znacznie większe niż ich zaszczyty. Bo takie otrzymali 

zadanie. „Słudzy nieużyteczni jesteśmy” – powtarzają. 

Nie brakuje jednak wśród dzisiejszych aniołów takich, 

którzy tak bezinteresowni nie są. Czasem boli ich to, 

że nawróceni w ostatniej chwili otrzymają tyle samo 

co oni, znoszący przez całe życie trudy (tak to traktują) 

przynależności do Jezusa.  Czasem, owszem, doprowa-

dzą ludzi do Chrystusa, ale zrobią wiele, by nie stracić 

swojej pozycji tego, który do Boga przyprowadził. Bę-

dą jak rodzice nie pozwalający dzieciom na samodziel-

ność, uzależniający od siebie, ciągle próbujący decy-

dować za innych. A zdarzą się i tacy „aniołowie”, któ-

rzy zamiast głosić dobrą nowinę, koncentrują się na 

utyskiwaniu, że ludzie źli, zepsuci, niewdzięczni, nie 

zasługujący na tak wielką łaskę. Zanim zechcą komuś 

opowiedzieć o Chrystusie, zażądają od niego upoko-

rzenia się, publicznego wyznania win i pięciokrotnego 

przeproszenia za nie. Wtedy może łaskawie rzucą bie-

dakowi ochłap nadziei. Jeśli uważasz się za porządne-

go chrześcijanina, to jakim „aniołem”  jesteś?  

Andrzej Macura, wiara.pl 



 

 

 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL PRAYER 

 

God of endless ages, Father of all goodness, 

we keep vigil for the dawn of salvation and the 

birth of Thy Son. With gratitude we recall His 

humanity, the life He shared with the sons of 

men. May the power of His Divinity help us 

answer His call to forgiveness and life. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

PRAYER FOR MIDNIGHT MASS  

 

Father, you make this Holy Night radiant with 

the splendor of Jesus Christ our light. We wel-

come Him as Lord, the true light of the world. 

Bring us to eternal joy in the kingdom of heav-

en, where He lives and reigns with Thee and 

the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 

  

CHRISTMAS PRAYER  

 

God of love, Father of all, the darkness that 

covered the earth has given way to the bright 

dawn of Thy Word made flesh. Make us a peo-

ple of this light. Make us faithful to Thy Word, 

that we may bring Thy light to the waiting 

world. Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 PRAYER BEFORE BREAKFAST  

FOR CHRISTMAS SEASON 

 

The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia! 

And dwelt among us, alleluia, alleluia! 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, 

before the face of the Lord, for He comes. 

Bless us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which 

we are about to receive from Thy bounty. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

 

Merry Christmas! 
 

May Christ’s peace and hope be with 
you and your family now and 

throughout the coming year. May the 
miracle of Christmas fill your hearts 

with joy and peace. 

May the Lord Jesus Christ born in 
Bethlehem bless you, your families 
and loved ones at this holy time of 

hope and grace. May Mary, His Mom, 
and Saint Joseph watch over you 

and our Parish always!  

Fr. Jerry and Parish Staff 

 



 

 

CATHOLIC SAINT OF THE WEEK 

ST. STEPHEN - THE FIRST MARTYR 

“And him I saw, who bow’d 

Heavy with death unto the ground, yet made 

His eyes, unfolded upward, gates to Heaven,     

Praying forgiveness of the Almighty Sire,             

Amidst that cruel conflict, on his foes, 

With looks that win compassion to their aim.” 

In the Divine Comedy, Dante looks upon a touching 

scene: the death, by stoning, of a young man who, as 

he is dying, asks for forgiveness for his persecutors. 

The great Christian poet was struck by the meekness of 

St Stephen, whose martyrdom is related in all its glory 

in the Acts of the Apostles. As he was being stoned, St 

Stephen cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 

them.” 

A young man filled with the Holy Spirit 

Stephen was one of the first to follow the Apostles. It 

is believed that he was either Greek, or a Jew educated 

in Greek culture. What is certain is that he was greatly 

appreciated by the community in Jerusalem that his 

name appears first among the seven men chosen as 

deacons to assist the Apostles in their mission. A man 

“filled with faith and the Holy Spirit,” we worked 

wonders and miracles – but some members of the syn-

agogue stirred up the people against him, with the el-

ders and scribes saying he had blasphemed against 

Moses and against God. In the days following Pente-

cost, Stephen was hauled before the Sanhedrin, and 

accused by false witnesses of preaching that Jesus 

would “destroy this place and change the customs that 

Moses handed down to us.” 

Martyrdom and prayer for his persecutors 

Saint Stephen then gave a speech – the longest record-

ed in the Acts of the Apostles – in which he reviewed 

the history of salvation. God, he said, had prepared for 

the coming of Jesus, the Righteous One, but the lead-

ers of the people had resisted the Holy Spirit, just as 

their fathers had persecuted the prophets. Stephen con-

cluded his speech with the words, “Behold, I see the 

heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the 

right hand of God.” This final proclamation cost him 

dearly. With a loud cry, those present cast him out of 

the city “and began to stone him.” 

The Acts of the Apostles says that among those who 

approved of Stephen’s execution was Saul, who perse-

cuted the Christians, but later became the Apostle of 

the Gentiles – St Paul. As he breathed his last, St Ste-

phen, in imitation of Jesus, prayed that God might re-

ceive his spirit, and prayed for forgiveness for his mur-

derers. 

Devotion to St Stephen 

The place of St Stephen’s martyrdom is traditionally 

identified as being close to the Damascus Gate in Jeru-

salem, where today there is a church dedicated to the 

martyred deacon. Christians immediately felt a great 

devotion to St Stephen, a devotion that only grew 

when his relics were re-discovered in the early part of 

the 5th century. His life and martyrdom are portrayed 

in countless works of art. Stephen is traditionally pic-

tured with the palm of martyrdom, or with stones that 

show how he died. - vaticannews.va 

 

A Prayer by Deacon Keith Fournier 

Lord Jesus, you chose Stephen as the first deacon and 

martyr of your One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic 

Church. The heroic witness of his holy life and death 

reveals your continued presence among us. Through 

following the example of his living faith, and by his 

intercession, empower us by your Holy Spirit to live as 

witnesses to the faith in this New Missionary Age. No 

matter what our state in life, career or vocation, help 

us to proclaim, in both word and in deed, the fullness 

of the Gospel to a world which is waiting to be born 

anew in Jesus Christ. Pour out upon your whole 

Church, the same Holy Spirit which animated St Ste-

phen, Martyr, to be faithful to the end, which is a be-



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restoring the Sacred Catholic Tradition 
 

With the permission from    

the Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron,  

The Archbishop of Detroit  

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass  

according to the 1962 Roman Missal  

can be offered  

in SS. Peter and Paul Parish Church  

until June 30, 2023. 

Our parish altar boys provide a liturgical ministry for 

assistance at all parish Masses. Currently, we are seek-
ing altar servers for the Traditional Latin Mass. Our 
Latin Mass offerings are expanding, thus the need for 
more altar servers.  Generally, after boys receive their 
First Holy Communion, they become eligible to be 
trained as altar servers. The men of the parish are also 
encouraged to be trained to serve at the Holy Altar of 
God. The parish, preserving the tradition of men and 
boys serving at the altar, hopes to foster many voca-
tions to the Catholic priesthood. 

The Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite is the litur-
gy of the Catholic Church in use before the reforms 
after the Second Vatican Council. This includes the 
Mass, the Sacraments, various rites of blessing and 
more. On July 7, 2007, His Holiness Pope Benedict 
XVI issued an apostolic letter called Summorum Pon-
tificum. In this letter he declared that older form of the 
Roman rite was never abrogated, and that it “must be 
given due honor for its venerable and ancient us-
age.” (SP Art. 1) His Holiness termed the Traditional 
Latin Mass – the older form – the Extraordinary Form 
of the Roman Rite. This older form has been in use for 
many centuries. During this time it was at the heart of 
the Church and Western culture, nourishing countless 
generations. 

PROCLAIMING  
THE MESSAGE  

OF LIFE 
 

LET THEIR HEARTS BEAT  

 
“MERRY CHRISTMAS” 

 

Today, the greeting “Merry Christmas” is on our lips 

and in our hearts. What does this simple greeting 

mean? We know, of course, that for many people, 

things are not merry today, and that for all of us, there 

are certain things that cause us anxiety and sadness. 

There is evil in the world and in our lives. But “Merry 

Christmas” does not mean that we always feel happy, 

nor does it mean that everything is going our way. 

What it means instead is that even if everything else is 

falling apart, we always have access to God.  

 

Christ has come to lead us to the Father and bring us a 

new relationship with God and each other in the life 

that never ends. “Merry Christmas” means that even in 

the midst of sadness, we can never lose this gift. We 

simply need to take hold of it and be faithful. He is 

with us always, and that brings a peace and joy that the 

world can neither give nor take away. Merry Christ-

mas! 

Priests for Life - Fr. Frank Pavone 

An Invitation to Men and Boys of our Parish! 

We are in need of Altar Boys to assist priest at the 
Holy Masses. Talk to Fr. Jerry if you’re interested. 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
 

Blessed are those who have died in the Lord;  
let them rest from their labors for their good  

deeds go with them. (Rev. 14:13) 

 
†  Janice Thibodeau 

 
Requiem æternam dona ei, Domine, et lux perpet-

ua luceat ei. Requiescat in pace. Amen.  



 

 

DETROIT — During the Chrism Mass celebrated at 

the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament on April 

14, Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron announced to the 

faithful that the Archdiocese of Detroit will begin 

a Year of Prayer for Priestly Vocations, starting with 

a Holy Hour on the vigil on Pentecost on June 4 and 

ending on the solemnity of Pentecost in 2023. This 

year of prayer is a response to the fact that for the first 

time in at least 70 years (Detroit Catholic could not 

verify records before then), there will be no priestly 

ordinations in the Archdiocese of Detroit this year. 

The Lord Jesus is calling us to redouble our efforts to 

share the gift of the ministerial priesthood. Here are 

just a few of the many ways and resources for pastors 

and parishes to undergo this effort and “serve as in-

struments of God’s call,” as Archbishop Vigneron en-

courages us to do.  

 
PRAYER FOR PRIESTLY VOCATIONS  

Heavenly Father, Lord of the Harvest, 

call forth vocations to the priesthood 
from our archdiocese and families. 

Jesus, Eternal High Priest, 
give us men willing to sacrifice and serve. 

Make their hearts after your own Sacred Heart. 
Holy Spirit, Everlasting Love between  

the Father and Son, 
strengthen, inspire, and set men on fire  

with divine charity. 
Grant them the courage to say yes to their vocation. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, Mother of priests, 
comfort and protect your sons  

as they discern their call. 
With Saint Joseph, may they know your love  

and companionship 
as they deepen their relationship with Jesus. 

 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 

St. Anne, pray for us. 
St. John Vianney, patron saint of priests, pray for us. 

 
AOD, Office of Priestly Vocations 

 

Upcoming Liturgical Schedule 
Monday, December 26, 2022 

St. Stephen, The First Martyr 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass 

 

Tuesday, December 27, 2022 

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

No Holy Mass 

 
Wednesday, December 28, 2022 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass and Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 Devotion 

 
 Thursday, December 29, 2022 

St. Thomas  Becket, Bishop and Martyr 

12:15 p.m. Holy Mass 

 
Friday, December 30, 2022 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass  

 

Saturday, December 31, 2023 

St. Sylvester I, Pope 

4:30 p.m.  Sunday Vigil Holy Mass 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

New Year’s Day 

11:00 p.m. Holy Mass  (English)   

2:00 p.m. (Traditional Latin Mass) 

 

Catholic liturgical calendar for the 2022 liturgical year for the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass according to the Missale 

Romanum (1962) of Pope St. John XXIII.   

Die Octavæ Nativitatis Domini  

https://www.detroitcatholic.com/news/with-no-new-priests-this-year-archbishop-announces-year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations
https://detroitpriestlyvocations.com/year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations/?__hstc=138938284.b0b3fdfc6b0a98d28104ca765aee4a6a.1620753959162.1650306429118.1650381938261.440&__hssc=138938284.2.1650381938261&__hsfp=1103527144


 

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

All-powerful and everlasting God, your Son accepted our suf-
fering to teach us the virtue of patience in human illness. Hear 
the prayers we offer for our sick brothers and sisters. May all 
who suffer know that they are joined to Christ in His suffering 
for the salvation of the world. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Catherine Anderson  

James Antolak 

Mary Antoncew 

Shawn Armstrong 

Jamie Balogh 

Julia Balogh 

Trudy Bednarczyk 

Lorraine Belanger 

Zigmund Bieniek 

Carol Bonczkiewicz 

Stephen F. Dewitt 

Yolanda Dominguez 

Carol Elliott  

Maria Gomez 

Kim Hice 

Rick Hurd 

James Kashinsky 

Larry Kolar 

Eugene Kopek 

Marie Kondrath 

Joseph Kosek 

Bill Kussy Sr. 

Marc Kutylowski 

Barbara Lesinski  

Aaron Maddix 

Barbara Mixter 

Selena Montes 

Tony Morales 

Rosita Morales 

Bernice Mrocka 

Rachel Palucki 

Edward Paslawski 

Rachael Paslawski 

Dale Patterson 

Mario Pereyra 

Steve Peet 

Irena Pilus  

Vivian Polakowski 

Jennifer Ragland 

Cinde Rutkowski 

Stella Sakowicz 

Amy Sauve 

Marie Schimelfening   

Ora Gomez 

Maria Sztuka 

Frank Taraskiewicz 

Delphine Truszkowski  

Dan Urbiel 

Kathy Urbiel 

Helena Wilk Wajda 

Richard Wallner 

Juliann Wellman 

Tom & Jeanette Wiggle 

Boz ena Wilin ska 

Lorraine Witkowski 

Justin Wood 

Hudson Zammitt 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, December 26, 2022 
9.00 a.m. 
† John and Florence Czachor by Family 
 
Wednesday, December 28, 2022 
7.00 p.m. 
- Good health for John Tobin by Kathleen Heimiller 
- Stas and Kathy Urbiel & Family by Urbiel Family 
† Mary Machesky by Jennifer Lizbinski - Trahey 
† Stella Wnuczek (Anniversary) by Family 
† Maggie Mae Singleton by Kathleen Heilmiller 
 
Thursday, December  29, 2022 
12.15 p.m. 
† Jan Wilczek 
 
Friday, December 30, 2022 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
9.00 a.m. 
† Stefania Wilczek 
 
 
Saturday, December 31, 2022 
4.30 p.m. 
- Healing  for Tina Beaton by Friend 
† Alanna Boudrena by Friend 
† Joseph and Violet DelPizzo by DelPizzo and Schaar Fa-
milies 
 
Sunday, January 1, 2022 
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
New Year’s Day 
11.00 a.m.  
- In thanksgiving for the faithful Parishioners and their 
generous support of SSPP over the past year  
 
2.00 p.m. (TLM) 
- Health and God’s blessing for Maria Sztuka on her B-
day by Mila Worobel 



 

 

WELCOME TO SS. PETER AND PAUL  
PARISH - WESTSIDE 

 
Information 
There is a bookshelf in Church and a bookrack in the vestibule 
with new parishioner registration forms, Mass intention     
envelopes, and many inspirational and educational brochures 
and CDs available free of charge.  
 
Sacramental Preparation Policy 
Before any Sacramental Preparation (Baptism, Reconciliation, 
Confirmation, First Holy Communion, Marriage) can begin, we 
require that you be an active registered member for at least 
six months. This means attending a weekend liturgy with our 
parish community, using your weekly offering envelopes, and 
taking part in parish activities. Please contact the Parish Office 
for further information. 
 
Anointing of the Sick Request  
If a family member is confined at home or a medical facility 
and wishes to receive the Sacraments of Holy Communion, 
Confession or Anointing of the Sick please call the Parish     
Office.  
 
Private Prayer Schedule 
The church is open and available for private prayer 30 minu-
tes before every Holy Mass. On Saturdays the church is open 
at 2:00 p.m. On Sunday mornings the church is open at 9:00 
a.m.  
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference,  
Food Pantry and Drop Box 
If you are interested serving the needs of the community, 
please consider joining the Parish St. Vincent de Paul           
Conference. The SVDP Food Pantry regularly accepts           
donations.  
Baskets for donations are located throughout the church. The 
SVDP Drop Box is located in the parking lot near the Activities 
Building. Clothing and shoes are accepted. For more              
information contact the Parish Office.  
Thank you for generosity.  
 

24 Hour Prayer Line 
The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament have a 
twenty-four hour prayer line. Call 248-626-8253. 
 

Sound Assist Devices 
We have several sound assist devices available for use during 
Mass. Speak with Father Jerry before Mass.   
 

Online Gift Giving 
Online gift giving is available. Your gift will be credited and 
distributed directly to our parish. Please be assured of our 
prayers and the prayers of those who minister through your 
generosity. To give a gift directly to support our Parish, 
visit http://sspp.aodcsa.org. We thank you for your      
continued support of SS. Peter and Paul Parish!  
 

For Your Benefit 
When attending Mass or other activities here at SS. Peter & 
Paul we recommend for your own safety and security, as well 
as that of others, that you please park in the main (north) 
parking lot. Security is provided for all Masses and events.  

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - WESTSIDE 
7685 GRANDVILLE, DETROIT, MI 48228 

313-846-2222 (PARISH OFFICE)  313-584-1484 (FAX) 

 
Parish Website: www.ssppdetroit.net 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ssppdetroit 

Parish Email: sspeterandpaul@comcast.net 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Jarosław (Jerry) Pilus    ext. 102 

Pastoral Associate 

Anna Clougherty     ext. 100 

Parish Office        ext. 100 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference  ext. 107 

 

Parish Office Hours by Appointment Only 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: Office Closed 

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday: Office Closed 

 

LITURGICAL & DEVOTIONAL SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 

Monday: 9:00 a.m., Tuesday: No Holy Mass,  

Wednesday: 7:00 p.m., Thursday: 12:15 p.m., Friday: 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (Vigil) 

Sunday: 10:00 a.m. (Polish),  12:00 p.m (English), 2:00 p.m.  

Traditional Latin Mass 

 

Holy Day of Obligation Masses 

9:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 7:00 p.m. (English & Polish) 

 

First Friday Holy Mass 

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Adoration, and Benediction of the Bles-
sed Sacrament 

 

First Saturday Holy Mass  - Traditional Latin Mass 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Adoration, and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

 

Sacrament of Confession (English & Polish) 

Wednesday: 6:00 p.m., First Friday: 6:00 p.m. 

First Saturday: 8:30 a.m., Saturday: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion 

After Wednesday Evening Mass 

 

Please contact the Parish Office with any  questions,       
concerns, or comments.   

300 



 

 

Directors 

Jeffrey Boleski, Scott Boleski, Todd Boleski 

25509 W. Warren Avenue 

Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 

313-562-5120 

Janina Bak 
Joseph and Vera Ballard 

Dolores & Raymond Bonczkiewicz 
Matthew Cook 

Florence Czachor 
John Czachor 

Calvin & Teresa Dienes Family 
Gary Dienes 

Mike & Marjorie Fedyk 
Victoria, Ray & Giovenna Fili 
Barbara & Henry Franco 
Jerome & Regina Gould 

Mary Ann Jackson 
Krystyna & Stanislaw Janulewicz 

Barney & Mary Jezuit 
Slawomir Krasuski 

Adam & Genevieve Larwa 
Mary and Ronald G. Machesky 

Walter Maziarz 
Rita McCausland 

Emilia & Joseph Mochol 
Mary & Frank Mydlarz 

Michalina Palys 
Virginia & Frank Paslawski 

Linda Paslawski 
Reverend James H. Profota 
Karolina & Jozef Radkiewicz 

John & Corrine Roberts 
Arthur & Delphine Rutkowski 

Leonard P. Seletyn 
Mary & John Urtczeck 

Kenneth H. & Barbara A. Kujawa-Warsow 
Michael K. Warsow 

Dec. Mem. Boner & Radzilowski Families 
Dec. Mem. Buckowski Family 

Dec. Mem. Cueco & Digano Families 
Dec. Mem. Markiewicz Family 

Dec. Mem. John Rash & Mrocka Families 
Dec. Mem Pieczynski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Almquist & Ballard Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Baca & Kucharski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bajdo Woloszyn Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Barnes & Pilus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dewicki & Mazur Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bechard & Roy/King Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bostle & Flores Families 
Liv. & Dec.. Mem. Burke & Mitchell Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bush & Wojtowicz Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Byczek & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley & Rose Byczek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Camero & Garcia Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Clougherty Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czachor Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czorny & Langley Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Digregio & Ortisi Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dooley & Firestone Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ducan & Williams Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Franco & Machesky Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gizowski & Sovel Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Glyn & Rybicki Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gorny & Kushnir Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Grden Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John A. Groszek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Heimes & Savickis Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Jarosz Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kaluzny & Parsons Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Karpinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Keiller & Marciniec Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kolasinski & Cholipski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kowalczyk & Dziubczynski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kubica & Pac kowski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kuch & Guset Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kurdziel & Porcek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kwilos & Stecker Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Larwa & Postupalski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Lesinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ley & Nemecek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Litwin & Riley Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Londke & McGann Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene Machowicz  

& Joanne Tuchowski Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley and Helen Matras Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Matras & Misiolek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Mroz & Rutkowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Nega & Idzikowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John & Julia Panek Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Pelic & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Przybyla Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Radecki & Uszynski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Joseph Ronevicz & Kososki Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Seletyn & Cepiga Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Siwak, Conrad, & Woyshner Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Smith & Leong Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stręk & Ban ka Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Szymczakowski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. SS. Peter and Paul Altar Society 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Urbiel & Patrus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Utter, Burger & Hater Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Vasquez & Rand Families 

Liv.  & Dec. Mem. Węglickich & Lutrzykowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Wilczek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene and Josephine Zdun Family 
 

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - FIRST FRIDAY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 - AUGUST 31, 2023 


