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FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE 
LORD - January 9, 2023 

"And when Jesus was baptized, he went up immedi-

ately from the water, and behold, the heavens were 

opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove, and alighting on him; and lo, a voice from heav-

en, saying, 'This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 

well-pleased"' (Mt 3:16-17). 

Already in 300 AD, the Eastern Church celebrated the 

Epiphany and the Baptism of Jesus on 6 January. In 

the Western Church, this feast was mentioned in the 

Liturgy of the Hours. With the reform of the liturgy in 

1969, the date for this Feast was set on the Sunday af-

ter the Epiphany. When the Feast of the Epiphany is 

not celebrated on 6 January, it is celebrated on the 

Sunday between 2 and 8 January, and the Feast of the 

Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on the Monday fol-

lowing the Epiphany. The Christmas Season concludes 

with the celebration of this Feast, even though a 

“window” is left open until 2 February, the day on 

which the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the 

Temple is celebrated. The latter feast is also known as 

Candlemas since Christ is proclaimed as the “light for 

the gentiles”.   

Jesus along the Jordan 

The Gospel passage begins with a geographical anno-

tation: Jesus goes from Galilee to the Jordan to be bap-

tized by John the Baptist. On His arrival, Jesus does 

not declare Himself to be the Messiah, He does not 

preach. Instead, He stands with everyone else there, 

wanting to be baptized, thus manifesting his solidarity 

with the sinful people. Jesus does not isolate Himself, 

but He goes out among the people, even those marked 

by the wounds of sin. He puts Himself at risk by being 

with them, just as He put Himself at risk by becoming 

Man in the womb of Mary. There is, therefore, a con-

sistent design in how Jesus “moves about” along His 

“itinerary of salvation”. 

John the Baptist 

“I need to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming 

to me?” the Baptist says on seeing Jesus. We witness 

the prophet’s bewilderment who just a few verses ear-

lier expressed himself thus: “The one who is coming 

after me is mightier than I. I am not worthy to carry 

his sandals …” (Mt 3:11). It seems to be the same be-

wilderment Peter experienced in Caesarea when, hav-

ing reproved Jesus after the revelation of the Passion, 

death and resurrection that awaited Him, saying, “God 

forbid, Lord!”, hears the Lord’s reply, “Get behind 

me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are not 

thinking as God does, but as human beings do” (Mt 

16:22-23). “Allow it” 

There are moments when it is important to “allow 

things to happen”. What seems so abnormal that John 

the Baptist feels embarrassed is, however, part of 

God’s plan that will “bring to fulfillment” every right-

eousness, since Jesus – as He Himself would one day 

declare – did not come to abolish the law and the 

prophets (cf. Mt. 5:17), but to bring God’s justice “to 

fulfillment”. This justice does not humiliate, does not 



 

 

separate, does not judge. Rather, it unites, breaks down 

barriers, responds to everyone’s needs and respects 

everyone. God’s justice is superior than human justice: 

He does not use the measuring stick of “how much” – 

you pay according to the measure that you have of-

fended. Rather, He uses the measuring stick of love, 

mercy, forgiveness – the only measuring stick that can 

bridge distances and heal wounded hearts since it is 

from within that evil intentions are born (Mk. 7:1-23). 

The heavens opened 

Jesus’ choice is confirmed with the opening of the 

heavens, with the gift of the Spirit and the voice of the 

Father that seals Jesus’ mission: “This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased”. With the opening 

of the heavens, “justice” cancels the separation be-

tween humanity and God, bringing us back to the 

dawn of creation when the Spirit hovered over the wa-

ters. In Jesus, God the Father shows us the New Man, 

His beloved, the One who pleases Him. We are made 

new to the extent that we learn to recognize life as a 

gift of love and that we live in this Love. 

vaticannews.va 
 
 

BAPTISM IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH  
 

 

What a Catholic baptism is? 

Baptism serves as the first sacrament one receives 

when entering the Catholic Faith. It is a sacrament of 

initiation (which you can only receive one time), 

meaning once you received it, you officially enter into 

the body of Christ, the Catholic Church. The recipient 

receives justifying and sanctifying grace when bap-

tized, and the Holy Spirit begins to dwell within them. 

Form and Matter 

Every sacrament requires two things, form and matter. 

The form of the sacrament is the words that are spoken 

and the matter is the physical substance used during 

the sacrament. For example, for baptism, the form is 

the baptismal formula, “I baptize you in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” The 

matter is the water poured over the head of the recipi-

ent. Traditionally, the one being baptized has water 

poured over them or is fully emerged in water three 

times. Additionally, the ceremony includes vows re-

jecting Satan, vows of the godparents, and the material 

symbols of the white gown and baptismal candle. 

These additional aspects are important, but not re-

quired for all baptisms, namely those in emergency 

situations. 

Valid and Licit 

Like any sacrament, baptisms must be both valid and 

licit to serve the individual as God intended. If a bap-

tism is valid, then it is recognized as having been done 

using the correct form, matter, and structure that is 

needed for the sacrament. If a baptism is licit, meaning 

it’s legal, it is recognized as having been done in line 

with Canon Law. It is impossible for a baptism to be 

invalid and licit because all invalid baptisms are also 

illicit. However, a baptism can be valid and illicit. An 

example of this would be if a lay person baptized 

someone using the baptismal formula and pouring wa-

ter over their head, but doing so without being in an 

emergency situation that requires such action. Another 

more specific example would be if the parents of the 

child being baptized said during the ceremony that 

they will raise the child in the Faith, but are lying and 

don’t actually intend to do so. It is very important for 

baptisms to be both valid and licit, making the form, 

matter, structure (baptismal promises, vows of the god-

parents, baptismal candle, etc.)  and meaning (the 

“why” behind it all) of the sacrament of great signifi-

cance.  

What It Does 

St. Paul describes baptism as the “first installment of 

our inheritance toward redemption as God’s posses-

sion, to the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 1:14). Ac-

cording to aboutcatholic.com baptism does five things:  

- It forgives all sins that were committed before bap-

tism including original, mortal, and venial sin 



 

 

Baptismal Gown 

A baptismal gown is the outfit worn by the one receiv-

ing baptism. Traditionally, the gown is white. This is 

to signify Christian dignity, and the act of becoming a 

new creature through the sacrament. The color white is 

also to symbolize being clothed with Christ, as we are 

cleansed from sin. 

Baptismal Candle 

The baptismal candle that is lit during the ceremony is 

also used as the Easter candle. The lighting of the can-

dle represents the flame of faith, which is to be kept 

burning throughout the life of the baptized. Additional-

ly, the candle symbolizes the risen Christ, as he is the 

light of the world. The fact that the baptismal candle is 

also used for Easter is to remind us of Christ’s passion 

and rising which made the gift of baptism—a full 

cleansing of original sin, the dwelling of the Holy 

Spirit within us, and the invitation into eternal life pos-

sible.  

The Sacred Chrism and Oil of the Catechumens  

Two of the three holy oils are used during a baptism. 

The first is the oil of catechumens. This oil is used to 

bless the child before the actual baptism takes place, in 

order to strengthen the recipient and prepare them for 

the sacrament. The second oil used is the Sacred 

Chrism, which is considered the most important of the 

three holy oils. The Chrism is not only used during the 

sacrament of baptism, but also during confirmation, 

holy orders, and at the consecration of a church. 

The use of the three oils comes from the instructions of 

Jesus himself, as we see him asking the apostles to 

anoint the sick (Mark 6:13). The apostles passed this 

custom on throughout the years (James 5:14-15), giv-

ing us the practice of using them still today. Many of 

the Church fathers have written on the importance of 

blessing the newly baptized with sacred oils. The oils 

are held in vessels called stocks and are placed in an 

ambry (or cabinet) until they are needed. Chrism is 

used to consecrate persons, setting them apart for God, 

while the oil of catechumens is used for those seeking 

baptism, and the oil of the infirm is used while anoint-

ing the sick or dying.  

Who Is Involved in a Baptism? 

Baptisms are a family affair, not just for the individual 

but for the Church as well! The baptism is usually  

- It makes the baptized a new creature 

- It turns the baptized into a newly adopted son or 

daughter of God and a member of the Church 

- It brings them to share in the royal priesthood of 

Christ. (1 Peter 2:9) 

- It leaves a spiritual mark (or character) of belonging 

to Christ on the soul of the baptized.  

Baptism orients the soul not only to worship God and 

serve him with their lives, but also to take part in his 

kingly, prophetic, and priestly offices. 

Symbolism  

Now that you know what a Catholic baptism is, you 

might be asking yourself, “what does it all mean?” 

Everything that is done during a baptism has a pur-

pose, even the material objects used during the cere-

mony.  

 

THE BIGGEST AREAS OF SYMBOLISM 

IN A CATHOLIC BAPTISM 

 

Baptismal Font 

The baptismal font is the large bowl of holy water 

where most baptisms take place. The word “baptism” 

itself means “to be immersed.” For the first few hun-

dred years of the Church’s history, baptisms would be 

done in large natural bodies of water, such as rivers, 

streams, lakes, and oceans. The earliest baptismal 

fonts in the Western Church were found in the cata-

combs of Rome, where indoor baptisms would take 

place. Baptismal fonts were moved to churches in the 

fourth century A.D. Most are located at the front of the 

church, to signify the sacrament as being the “door to 

the Church.” In fact, we are reminded of our baptismal 

promises whenever we enter or exit a church. Small 

baptismal fonts are located at all doors within a 

church, which we dip our fingers in upon entering or 

exiting, blessing ourselves in the name of the Father, 

and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Water 

Water is the essential matter within a baptism. It is so 

to symbolize that Jesus is living water, and as we are 

cleansed during the sacrament, we are welcomed both 

into the Church and into eternal life. Water is also a 

symbol of divine life, grace, new birth, growth, deliv-

erance, power, and the covenant God established with 

his people, first through Abraham.  



 

 

attended by the recipient’s close family and friends, as 

well as those chosen to be their godparents, whom play 

a role in the ceremony. Today, most people are bap-

tized as infants by a priest or deacon, though this is no 

strictly necessary (see below). The parents present the 

child for baptism while the godparents are present as 

witnesses.  

Ordinary Minister of the Sacrament (Priest or Dea-

con) 

Although any lay person can baptize in certain emer-

gency situations , it is preferred to have a priest admin-

ister the sacrament of baptism. In the Catholic Faith, 

priests act in persona Christi Capitis, which means “in 

the person of Christ the Head.” Pope Benedict XVI 

explains this in his letter, The Priest’s Three Duties, 

saying: “The priest represents Christ. What is implied 

by ‘representing’ someone? In ordinary language it 

usually means being delegated by someone to be pre-

sent in his place, to speak and act in his stead because 

the person he represents is absent from the practical 

action.” If a priest in unavailable to perform a baptism 

for whatever reason, it is permissible for a deacon to 

perform one in his absence. Because a deacon is not a 

priest, there are limits to what they can do in the cele-

bration of our faith. However, baptism is a sacrament 

they can administer. This is because the deacon is con-

sidered a cleric and an ordinary minister of the sacra-

ment of baptism, just as a priest or a bishop is. Baptism 

is an action proper to his role, and if he has the approv-

al and knowledge of the priest at his parish, he may 

baptize both validly and licitly.  

Parents or Guardians 

Parents (or guardians) take on the responsibility for 

raising the child Catholic when they ask for baptism. 

They are the ones responding to the baptismal promis-

es (click here to view the baptismal promises) on be-

half of the child. When asking for a Catholic baptism, 

the parents or guardians must be able to say with con-

fidence that the child will be brought up within the 

Faith. This includes taking the child to Mass, teaching 

them the Faith, praying with and for them, and making 

sure they receive the sacraments including reconcilia-

tion, first Communion, and confirmation. The role of 

the parents is a crucial aspect of any infant baptism 

and must not be taken lightly. For more info, check out 

the FAQ below on whether you need to be Catholic to 

have your child baptized.  

Godparents 

The role of the chosen godparents is twofold. First and 

foremost, they are to act as a source of prayer and ex-

ample for the child being baptized. Secondly, they are 

expected to assist in the formation of the child’s faith 

throughout their life, and, if needed, are available to 

raise the child in the Faith if the parents cannot. This 

being said, the faith of the godparents is an extremely 

important factor in fulfilling the baptismal promise of 

being raised in the Catholic Faith.  

 

EMERGENCY CATHOLIC BAPTISMS 

 

Although most baptisms are celebrated by a priest or 

deacon, there are extreme circumstances in which 

someone can be baptized by even an unbaptized indi-

vidual. If the baptism does not use water, then it is not 

believed to be a valid baptism.  

 

All that needs to be done for a valid baptism is the 

cleansing through water and the spoken blessing of the 

Trinitarian baptismal Formula: “I baptize you in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 

This must be said out loud, even if it cannot be heard 

by others. As faith is a necessary component in any 

baptism, a person in the age of reason must want to be 

baptized. You can’t just go around baptizing whoever 

you like. If the person is a child who has yet to reach 

the age of reason, then the faith of the baptizer is suffi-

cient, as is the case when baptizing infants. 

 

Why do we have Baptisms? 

The question of why we have baptisms in the Catholic 

Faith is easily answered: to gain eternal life. As Chris-

tians, we are blessed by baptism. It is the door to the 

Catholic Faith and the first step we take to pursue eter-

nal life in heaven. This is backed up in Scripture, most 

notably in John 3 where it is written: “Unless you’re 

born again in the water of the spirit, he cannot enter 

the kingdom of God.” 

It’s through the graces we receive in baptism that we 

are saved for the glory of eternal life, making this first 

sacrament extremely essential to our Catholic faith.  



 

 

Why are Catholics baptized as infants? 

This is a commonly asked question about Catholic 

baptisms in particular. The origin of infant baptisms 

goes back to the days of the Old Testament when God 

established his covenant with Abraham. Back in those 

days, male infants would enter covenant with God by 

being circumcised at just eight days old through their 

parents faith. St. Paul explains in the New Testament 

that circumcision is no longer needed since the coming 

of Christ and the institution of baptism.  

However, the practice of inviting infants into the 

Church through the faith of their parents still stands.  

Just the same, St. Augustine recognizes infant baptism 

as a “tradition received from the apostles.” This can be 

seen in Acts 2:38-39 when Peter addresses the crowd, 

saying: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 

sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

For the promise is to you and to your children and to 

all far off, every one whom the Lord our God calls to 

him.” Baptism is never administered without faith, for 

it is the faith of the parents and of the Church who 

guide the infant in baptism. Even more so, given what 

we know of baptism being an essential part of gaining 

salvation, parents choose to baptize their son or daugh-

ter for the sake of their soul, not to impose any reli-

gious beliefs upon them. As LaBanca puts it: “To con-

sciously withhold that grace from my child, when I 

know it will remove original sin and incorporate my 

child into the Church, making him or her a son or 

daughter of God, would be to betray the very duties a 

parent has to the wellbeing of their child … Since we 

believe in that supernatural grace given to us by God 

in the sacraments, we certainly want our children to 

take part in these graces as well.” 

 

Why was Jesus baptized? 

If the purpose of baptism is to eliminate original sin 

and grant us the graces necessary for salvation, why 

did Jesus need it? This question makes a lot of sense; 

Jesus, being God, is perfect and therefore did not need 

to be baptized to remove any sin or secure a spot in 

heaven. However, Jesus, in being baptized by John the 

Baptist in the River Jordan, gave us a model for our 

own baptisms. It wasn’t that Jesus needed to be bap-

tized, it was that we needed to be. Chris Mueller ex-

plains, “Jesus loaded the burden of all mankind’s guilt 

upon his shoulders,” plunging them into “the depths of 

the Jordan.” When Jesus was baptized, he rose from 

the water bearing our sins with him, and carried them 

to the Cross. Mueller goes on: “Just as Jesus’ public 

life and mission began in the waters of the Jordan, our 

lives begin through repentance and baptism as well. 

We should never forget that Jesus lived his life, not as 

some unattainable goal, but as a template of how we 

are called to live.” Jesus was baptized to take on our 

sins and to give us a model for our own baptisms, giv-

ing us the means to accept our spot in heaven.   

 

How are godparents chosen? 

Fr. Mike Schmitz says: “You don’t have to be perfect 

to be a godparent! All you have to do is do your best to 

love Jesus, to love the Church, and to love this child.” 

These requirements mentioned by Fr. Mike imply that 

you are a practicing Catholic. A godparent also needs 

to be at least sixteen, baptized, and confirmed. Godpar-

ents are expected to help the parents raise the baptized 

child in the Faith, and therefore need to be practicing it 

themselves. 

 

Do I need to be Catholic to get my child baptized? 

While you don’t need to be Catholic to get your baby 

baptized, due to the nature of the sacrament as an initi-

ation into the Catholic Church, the parents or legal 

guardians of the infant must agree to raise the child in 

the Faith upon being baptized. If the parents refuse to 

raise their child in the Catholic Faith, in most circum-

stances the infant may not be baptized. 

Now, there are certain scenarios where a baby can be 

baptized without their parents promising to raise them 

in the Catholic Faith. An example of this situation 

would be if the baby is in serious danger of death, and 

someone in the family wants to have the baby baptized 

in fear that the child will not reach heaven without it 

(since baptism is one of the four things needed for sal- 



 

 

vation), then the baby can be baptized even if the par-

ents don’t agree to raise the child in the Catholic Faith. 

For this instance, the faith required for the baptism 

would be coming from the Church and whoever wants 

the baby to be baptized, and it becomes a direct con-

cern for the salvation of the infant’s soul rather than 

the responsibility of the parents.  

 

How can I get my child baptized? 

The short answer to this would be to go to your parish, 

or a church you trust, and meet with the priest.  

There are four steps in getting your child baptized: 

- choose a Church, 

- call the Parish office 

- set a date, 

- buy a baptismal gown.  

 

Shelby Mayer, 

media.ascensionpress.com 

 

 

HOW SOON SHOULD YOUR CHILD  

BE BAPTIZED? 

 

As infant mortality has become less of a concern with 

modern health care in many parts of the world, the 

rush to baptize infants in the first weeks of life has also 

lessened. Alongside the physical health of the child is 

the spiritual health, however, and in speaking of the 

timing of the baptism of an infant, the Introduction to 

the Rite of Baptism for Children states that “the first 

consideration is the welfare of the child, that it not be 

deprived of the benefit of the sacrament” (No. 8). 

The document goes on to note three factors to be con-

sidered: first, the spiritual welfare of the child; second, 

the health of the mother, so that she is able to partici-

pate in the baptism; and last, pastoral considerations, 

which would include allowing for the participation of 

family members. 

There is, nonetheless, an obligation on parents not to 

delay the baptism of a newborn unduly. In the same 

section mentioned above, the document notes clearly, 

“An infant should be baptized within the first weeks 

after birth” (No. 8.3). This teaching is also captured in 

canon law: “Parents are obliged to take care that in-

fants are baptized in the first few weeks” (Canon 867). 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church provides the 

theological rationale for this obligation: “The Church 

and the parents would deny a child the priceless grace 

of becoming a child of God were they not to confer 

Baptism shortly after birth” (No. 1250). 

 

These texts, and the constant practice of the Church, 

make the expectation clear that parents should employ 

the same zeal with which they care for the physical 

health of their newborn child in caring for the spiritual 

health of the baby. The celebration of baptism is prin-

cipally about washing away original sin and allowing 

the inrush of God’s grace upon the soul of an infant, 

which are treasured gifts to be offered a child as soon 

as possible after birth. The social nature of a family 

gathering to celebrate this is important, as it demon-

strates unity in faith and family support, but that is not 

the most important consideration. 

 

For some families the delay could be because of a de-

sire for family to attend. Given the clarity of the 

Church’s guidance on this point it might be best to 

celebrate the baptism of the baby as soon as possible, 

and later, if family is unable to attend, have a party to 

celebrate the child’s rebirth in Christ, sharing photos 

and videos of the event. 

 

Rev. Msgr. William J. King 

simplycatholic.com 

http://www.simplycatholic.com


 

 

CATHOLIC SAINT OF THE WEEK 

ST. ANTHONY, ABBOT 

 

When Anthony’s parents died when he was eighteen 

or twenty he inherited their three hundred acres of land 

and the responsibility for a young sister. One day in 

church, he heard read Matthew 19:21: "If you wish to 

be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the mon-

ey to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 

then come, follow me." Not content to sit still and 

meditate and reflect on Jesus' words he walked out the 

door of the church right away and gave away all 

his property except what he and his sister needed to 

live on. On hearing Matthew 6:34, "So do not worry 

about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its 

own. Today's trouble is enough for today," he gave 

away everything else, entrusted his sister to a convent, 

and went outside the village to live a life of praying, 

fasting, and manual labor. It wasn't enough to listen to 

words, he had to become what Jesus said. Anthony 

went on to tell the Greek philosophers that their argu-

ments would never be as strong as faith. He pointed 

out that all rhetoric, all arguments, no matter how com-

plex, how well-founded, were created by human be-

ings. But faith was created by God. If they wanted to 

follow the greatest ideal, they should follow their faith. 

Anthony knew how difficult this was. Throughout 

his life he argued and literally wrestled with the devil. 

His first temptations to leave his ascetic life were argu-

ments we would find hard to resist -- anxiety about his 

sister, longings for his relatives, thoughts of how he 

could have used his property for good purposes, desire 

for power and money. When Anthony was able to re-

sist him, the devil then tried flattery, telling Anthony 

how powerful Anthony was to beat him. Anthony re-

lied on Jesus' name to rid himself of the devil. It wasn't 

the last time, though. One time, his bout with 

the devil left him so beaten, his friends thought he was 

dead and carried him to church. After one particular 

difficult struggle, he saw a light appearing in 

the tomb he lived in. Knowing it was God, Anthony 

called out, "Where were you when I needed 

you?" God answered, "I was here. I was watching your 

struggle. Because you didn't give in, I will stay with 

you and protect you forever." With that kind of assur-

ance and approval from God, many people would have 

settled in, content with where they were. But Antho-

ny's reaction was to get up and look for the next chal-

lenge -- moving out into the desert. 

Some who spoke to him were healed physically, many 

were comforted by his words, and others stayed to 

learn from him. Those who stayed formed what we 

think of as the first monastic community, though it is 

not what we would think of religious life today. All the 

monks lived separately, coming together only for wor-

ship and to hear Anthony speak. But after awhile, too 

many people were coming to seek Anthony out. So he 

took off in the middle of the night, thinking to go to a 

different part of Egypt where he was unknown. Then 

he heard a voice telling him that the only way to be 

alone was to go into the desert. He found some Sara-

cens who took him deep into the desert to a mountain 

oasis. They fed him until his friends found him again. 

Anthony died when he was one hundred and five years 

old. A life of solitude, fasting, and manual labor in the 

service of God had left him a healthy, vigor-

ous man until very late in life. And he never stopped 

challenging himself to go one step beyond in his faith. 

www.catholic.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restoring the Sacred  

Catholic Tradition 
With the permission from the Most Reverend Allen H. 
Vigneron, the Archbishop of Detroit, the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass according to the 1962 Roman Missal can be 
offered in SS. Peter and Paul Parish - Westside until 
June 30, 2023. 

Our parish altar boys provide a liturgical ministry for 

assistance at all parish Masses. Our Latin Mass offer-
ings are expanding, thus the need for more altar serv-
ers. Generally, after boys receive their First Holy 
Communion, they become eligible to be trained as al-
tar servers. The men of the parish are also encouraged 
to be trained to serve at the Holy Altar of God. The 
parish, preserving the tradition of men and boys serv-
ing at the altar, hopes to foster many vocations to the 
Catholic priesthood. 

The Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite is the litur-
gy of the Catholic Church in use before the reforms 
after the Second Vatican Council. On July 7, 2007, 
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI issued an apostolic 
letter called Summorum Pontificum. In this letter he 
declared that older form of the Roman rite was never 
abrogated, and that it “must be given due honor for its 
venerable and ancient usage.” (SP Art. 1) His Holiness 
termed the Traditional Latin Mass – the older form – 
the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite. This older 
form has been in use for many centuries. During this 
time it was at the heart of the Church and Western cul-
ture, nourishing countless generations. 

PROCLAIMING  

THE MESSAGE  

OF LIFE 

 LOVE = LIFE  

THREE KEY THEMES 

This week our nation honors the dream of equal hu-

man rights articulated by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

On January 22, we also mark the anniversary of the 

most egregious violation of human rights through the 

Supreme Court decision Roe vs. Wade, which permit-

ted the killing of children in the womb. During these 

days, Christians also observe the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity. These three themes intersect power-

fully. We pray that Christians will unite in effective 

service to all who are deprived of their rights, and 

bring about a Culture of Life, Justice, and Love.  

 
Priests for Life - Fr. Frank Pavone 

An Invitation to Men and Boys of our Parish!  

We are in need of Altar Boys to assist priest at the  

Holy Masses. Talk to Fr. Jerry if you’re interested. 

Support and Resources for Women 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Hope is a pro life ministry of CCSEM, pro-
tecting the inviolable dignity of the human person by 
providing free services, supplies, and support to moth-
ers as they give life to their unborn children and be-
yond. Safe, no cost, caring, and confidential support-
ive services for women expecting a child or who have 
a child under 12 months. 
 

For more information go to: ccsem.org/project-hope/ 
Find support at www.ccsem.org/mom 
 

• Pregnacy help 
• Housing and Residential Programs 
• Resources for experiencing infertility 
• Adoption 
• Medical professionals 
• Support following a prenatal diagnosis 
• Support after miscarriage, stillbirth, or infant loss 
• Abortion pill reversal 
• Healing after abortion (Project Rachel) 



 

 

DETROIT — During the Chrism Mass celebrated at 

the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament on April 

14, Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron announced to the 

faithful that the Archdiocese of Detroit will begin 

a Year of Prayer for Priestly Vocations, starting with 

a Holy Hour on the vigil on Pentecost on June 4 and 

ending on the solemnity of Pentecost in 2023. This 

year of prayer is a response to the fact that for the first 

time in at least 70 years (Detroit Catholic could not 

verify records before then), there will be no priestly 

ordinations in the Archdiocese of Detroit this year. 

The Lord Jesus is calling us to redouble our efforts to 

share the gift of the ministerial priesthood. Here are 

just a few of the many ways and resources for pastors 

and parishes to undergo this effort and “serve as in-

struments of God’s call,” as Archbishop Vigneron en-

courages us to do.  

 
PRAYER FOR PRIESTLY VOCATIONS  

Heavenly Father, Lord of the Harvest, 

call forth vocations to the priesthood 
from our archdiocese and families. 

Jesus, Eternal High Priest, 
give us men willing to sacrifice and serve. 

Make their hearts after your own Sacred Heart. 
Holy Spirit, Everlasting Love between  

the Father and Son, 
strengthen, inspire, and set men on fire  

with divine charity. 
Grant them the courage to say yes to their vocation. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, Mother of priests, 
comfort and protect your sons  

as they discern their call. 
With Saint Joseph, may they know your love  

and companionship 
as they deepen their relationship with Jesus. 

 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 

St. Anne, pray for us. 
St. John Vianney, patron saint of priests, pray for us. 

 
AOD, Office of Priestly Vocations 

 

Upcoming Liturgical Schedule 
 
 

Monday, January 16, 2023 
St. Berard and Companions, Martyrs 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass 
 

Tuesday, January 17, 2023 
St. Anthony,  Abbot 
No Holy Mass 

 
Wednesday, January 18, 2023 

SS. Volusian, Bishop and Deicolus, Abbot 
7:00 p.m. Holy Mass and Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 Devotion 
 

Thursday, January 19, 2023 
St. Wulstan, Bishop 

12:15 p.m. Holy Mass 
 

 Friday, January 20, 2023 
St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass  
 

 Saturday, January 21, 2023 
St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr  

4:30 p.m.  Sunday Vigil Holy Mass 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

St. Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon and Martyr; St. Vincent 
Pallotti, Priest 

 
10:00 a.m. Holy Mass (Polish) 
12:00 p.m. Holy Mass  (English)   

2:00 p.m. (Traditional Latin Mass) 

 

Catholic liturgical calendar for the 2023 liturgical year for the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass according to the Missale 

Romanum (1962) of Pope St. John XXIII.   

 

Dominica III Post Epiphaniam  

 

 

https://www.detroitcatholic.com/news/with-no-new-priests-this-year-archbishop-announces-year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations
https://detroitpriestlyvocations.com/year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations/?__hstc=138938284.b0b3fdfc6b0a98d28104ca765aee4a6a.1620753959162.1650306429118.1650381938261.440&__hssc=138938284.2.1650381938261&__hsfp=1103527144


 

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

All-powerful and everlasting God, your Son accepted our suf-
fering to teach us the virtue of patience in human illness. Hear 
the prayers we offer for our sick brothers and sisters. May all 
who suffer know that they are joined to Christ in His suffering 
for the salvation of the world. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Catherine Anderson  

James Antolak 

Mary Antoncew 

Shawn Armstrong 

Jamie Balogh 

Julia Balogh 

Trudy Bednarczyk 

Lorraine Belanger 

Zigmund Bieniek 

Carol Bonczkiewicz 

Stephen F. Dewitt 

Yolanda Dominguez 

Carol Elliott  

Maria Gomez 

Kim Hice 

Rick Hurd 

James Kashinsky 

Larry Kolar 

Eugene Kopek 

Marie Kondrath 

Joseph Kosek 

Bill Kussy Sr. 

Marc Kutylowski 

Barbara Lesinski  

Aaron Maddix 

Barbara Mixter 

Selena Montes 

Tony Morales 

Rosita Morales 

Bernice Mrocka 

Biatris & Stanley Nunes 

Rachel Palucki 

Edward Paslawski 

Rachael Paslawski 

Dale Patterson 

Mario Pereyra 

Steve Peet 

Irena Pilus  

Vivian Polakowski 

Jennifer Ragland 

Cinde Rutkowski 

Stella Sakowicz 

Amy Sauve 

Marie Schimelfening   

Ora Gomez 

Maria Sztuka 

Frank Taraskiewicz 

Delphine Truszkowski  

Dan Urbiel 

Kathy Urbiel 

Helena Wilk Wajda 

Juliann Wellman 

Tom & Jeanette Wiggle 

Boz ena Wilin ska 

Lorraine Witkowski 

Justin Wood 

Hudson Zammitt 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday, January 16, 2023 
9.00 a.m. 
- For the grace of a happy death for Barbara Wilczek 
 
Wednesday, January 18, 2023 
7.00 p.m. 
- Mary Szymanski and Family by Urbiel Family 
- Living and Deceased Elwanza Randolph and Family by 
Kathleen Heimiller 
- Healing of John Tobin by Kathleen Heilmiller 
† Ed and Elisabeth Kisela by T. Dewicki 
 
Thursday, January 19, 2023 
12.15 p.m. 
- For God’s  blessing and protection of the Virgin Mary 
for Elz bieta Sewerenowicz by B. Wilczek 
 
Friday, January 20, 2023 
9.00 a.m. 
- All Souls in Purgatory by B. Wilczek 
 
Saturday, January 21, 2023 
4.30 p.m. 
- SSPP Altar Society 
- For Caregivers 
† Mary Machesky by Arlene and Richard Byczek Family 
† Ronald Machesky by Family 
† Jason Kubica by John and Chris Kubica 
 
Sunday, January 22, 2023 
10:00 a.m. (Polish) 
- O zdrowie i błogosławien stwo Boz e dla Marii Liedke 
od Małgorzaty Liedke 
† Alina i Leonard Partyka od K. Pelic 
† Władysław Pycia od Barbary i Jo zefa Tymin ski 
12:00 p.m. (English) 
- Health for Michael McCloskey by Sharon Neme 
† Mary Machesky by Maczuga Family 
† Raymond Maczuga by Family 
† Joseph and Vera Ballard by Melissa Ballard 
† Jacqueline and Richard Mroz by Family 
2.00 p.m. (TLM) 
- Conversion for E. Wilczek by Anna Langenderfer 



 

 

WELCOME TO SS. PETER AND PAUL  
PARISH - WESTSIDE 

 
Information 
There is a bookshelf in Church and a bookrack in the vestibule 
with new parishioner registration forms, Mass intention     
envelopes, and many inspirational and educational brochures 
and CDs available free of charge.  
 
Sacramental Preparation Policy 
Before any Sacramental Preparation (Baptism, Reconciliation, 
Confirmation, First Holy Communion, Marriage) can begin, we 
require that you be an active registered member for at least 
six months. This means attending a weekend liturgy with our 
parish community, using your weekly offering envelopes, and 
taking part in parish activities. Please contact the Parish Office 
for further information. 
 
Anointing of the Sick Request  
If a family member is confined at home or a medical facility 
and wishes to receive the Sacraments of Holy Communion, 
Confession or Anointing of the Sick please call the Parish     
Office.  
 
Private Prayer Schedule 
The church is open and available for private prayer 30 minu-
tes before every Holy Mass. On Saturdays the church is open 
at 2:00 p.m. On Sunday mornings the church is open at 9:00 
a.m.  
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference,  
Food Pantry and Drop Box 
If you are interested serving the needs of the community, 
please consider joining the Parish St. Vincent de Paul           
Conference. The SVDP Food Pantry regularly accepts           
donations.  
Baskets for donations are located throughout the church. The 
SVDP Drop Box is located in the parking lot near the Activities 
Building. Clothing and shoes are accepted. For more              
information contact the Parish Office.  
Thank you for generosity.  
 

24 Hour Prayer Line 
The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament have a 
twenty-four hour prayer line. Call 248-626-8253. 
 

Sound Assist Devices 
We have several sound assist devices available for use during 
Mass. Speak with Father Jerry before Mass.   
 

Online Gift Giving 
Online gift giving is available. Your gift will be credited and 
distributed directly to our parish. Please be assured of our 
prayers and the prayers of those who minister through your 
generosity. To give a gift directly to support our Parish, 
visit http://sspp.aodcsa.org. We thank you for your      
continued support of SS. Peter and Paul Parish!  
 

For Your Benefit 
When attending Mass or other activities here at SS. Peter & 
Paul we recommend for your own safety and security, as well 
as that of others, that you please park in the main (north) 
parking lot. Security is provided for all Masses and events.  

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - WESTSIDE 
7685 GRANDVILLE AVE, DETROIT, MI 48228 

313-846-2222 (PARISH OFFICE)  313-584-1484 (FAX) 

 
Parish Website: www.ssppdetroit.net 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ssppdetroit 

Parish Email: sspeterandpaul@comcast.net 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Jarosław (Jerry) Pilus    ext. 102 

Pastoral Associate 

Anna Clougherty     ext. 100 

Parish Office        ext. 100 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference  ext. 107 

 

Parish Office Hours by Appointment Only 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: Office Closed 

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday: Office Closed 

 

LITURGICAL & DEVOTIONAL SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 

Monday: 9:00 a.m., Tuesday: No Holy Mass,  

Wednesday: 7:00 p.m., Thursday: 12:15 p.m., Friday: 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (Vigil) 

Sunday: 10:00 a.m. (Polish),  12:00 p.m (English), 2:00 p.m.  

Traditional Latin Mass 

 

Holy Day of Obligation Masses 

9:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 7:00 p.m. (English & Polish) 

 

First Friday Holy Mass 

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Adoration, and Benediction of the Bles-
sed Sacrament 

 

First Saturday Holy Mass  - Traditional Latin Mass 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Adoration, and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

 

Sacrament of Confession (English & Polish) 

Wednesday: 6:00 p.m., First Friday: 6:00 p.m. 

First Saturday: 8:30 a.m., Saturday: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion 

After Wednesday Evening Mass 

 

Please contact the Parish Office with any  questions,       
concerns, or comments.   
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Directors 

Jeffrey Boleski, Scott Boleski, Todd Boleski 

25509 W. Warren Avenue 

Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 

313-562-5120 

Janina Bak 
Joseph and Vera Ballard 

Dolores & Raymond Bonczkiewicz 
Matthew Cook 

Florence Czachor 
John Czachor 

Calvin & Teresa Dienes Family 
Gary Dienes 

Mike & Marjorie Fedyk 
Victoria, Ray & Giovenna Fili 
Barbara & Henry Franco 
Jerome & Regina Gould 

Mary Ann Jackson 
Krystyna & Stanislaw Janulewicz 

Barney & Mary Jezuit 
Slawomir Krasuski 

Adam & Genevieve Larwa 
Mary and Ronald G. Machesky 

Walter Maziarz 
Rita McCausland 

Emilia & Joseph Mochol 
Mary & Frank Mydlarz 

Michalina Palys 
Virginia & Frank Paslawski 

Linda Paslawski 
Reverend James H. Profota 
Karolina & Jozef Radkiewicz 

John & Corrine Roberts 
Arthur & Delphine Rutkowski 

Leonard P. Seletyn 
Mary & John Urtczeck 

Kenneth H. & Barbara A. Kujawa-Warsow 
Michael K. Warsow 

Dec. Mem. Boner & Radzilowski Families 
Dec. Mem. Buckowski Family 

Dec. Mem. Cueco & Digano Families 
Dec. Mem. Markiewicz Family 

Dec. Mem. John Rash & Mrocka Families 
Dec. Mem Pieczynski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Almquist & Ballard Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Baca & Kucharski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bajdo Woloszyn Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Barnes & Pilus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dewicki & Mazur Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bechard & Roy/King Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bostle & Flores Families 
Liv. & Dec.. Mem. Burke & Mitchell Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bush & Wojtowicz Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Byczek & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley & Rose Byczek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Camero & Garcia Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Clougherty Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czachor Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czorny & Langley Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Digregio & Ortisi Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dooley & Firestone Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ducan & Williams Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Franco & Machesky Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gizowski & Sovel Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Glyn & Rybicki Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gorny & Kushnir Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Grden Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John A. Groszek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Heimes & Savickis Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Jarosz Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kaluzny & Parsons Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Karpinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Keiller & Marciniec Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kolasinski & Cholipski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kowalczyk & Dziubczynski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kubica & Pac kowski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kuch & Guset Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kurdziel & Porcek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kwilos & Stecker Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Larwa & Postupalski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Lesinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ley & Nemecek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Litwin & Riley Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Londke & McGann Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene Machowicz  

& Joanne Tuchowski Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley and Helen Matras Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Matras & Misiolek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Mroz & Rutkowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Nega & Idzikowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John & Julia Panek Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Pelic & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Przybyla Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Radecki & Uszynski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Joseph Ronevicz & Kososki Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Seletyn & Cepiga Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Siwak, Conrad, & Woyshner Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Smith & Leong Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stręk & Ban ka Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Szymczakowski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. SS. Peter and Paul Altar Society 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Urbiel & Patrus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Utter, Burger & Hater Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Vasquez & Rand Families 

Liv.  & Dec. Mem. Węglickich & Lutrzykowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Wilczek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene and Josephine Zdun Family 
 

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - FIRST FRIDAY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 - AUGUST 31, 2023 


