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Paul was born a Jew in the Roman city of Tarsus, in 

modern-day Turkey. On the eighth day, he was cir-

cumcised and received the Hebrew name Saul. At a 

young age, Saul began to study the Law of Moses in 

Jerusalem under Gamaliel, a member of the Sanhedrin 

and one of the most respected Pharisees and Doctors of 

the Law of his era. When Saul was in his early twen-

ties, Jesus of Nazareth began His public ministry dur-

ing which He challenged the rigid interpretations that 

the Pharisees taught about the Law of Moses. Jesus 

was crucified three years later when Saul was about 

twenty-five. Now a Pharisee himself, Saul was diamet-

rically opposed to Jesus’ teachings, believing that they 

were in opposition to the Law of Moses that he had 

come to know so well through the distorted lens of the 

pharisaical teachings. After Jesus’ crucifixion, Saul 

zealously devoted himself to persecuting those who 

were Jesus’ followers. The earliest documented mar-

tyrdom in the Church after Jesus’ death took place 

with Saul’s consent, when those who stoned Saint Ste-

phen laid their cloaks at Saul’s feet as Saul looked on. 

After that, Saul received a letter of permission from 

the high priest in Jerusalem to go beyond the city, 

searching from house to house to arrest those who fol-

lowed Jesus, bringing them back in chains to stand 

trial in Jerusalem. As he took this letter of permission 

with him on a journey to Damascus, Saul had an expe-

rience that would not only change his life forever but 

also change the entire world. “On his journey, as he 

was nearing Damascus, a light from the sky suddenly 

flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a 

voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you perse-

cuting me?’ He said, ‘Who are you, sir?’ The reply 

came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting’” (Acts 

9:3–5). With that, Saul was blinded and had to be led 

into the city of Damascus, where he stayed for three 

days, fasting, praying, and pondering this encounter. 

In that city was a disciple of Jesus named Ananias. 

Ananias knew about Saul’s persecution of the Church 

and feared him greatly. But Jesus appeared to Ananias 

and told him to go to Saul, lay his hands on him, heal 

him, and baptize him. Jesus explained that “this man is 

a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before 

Gentiles, kings, and Israelites, and I will show him 

what he will have to suffer for my name” (Acts 9:15–

16). Ananias did as he was instructed, and Saul lis-

tened, converted, was baptized, and began a new life 

as an apostle of the Lord Jesus. Eventually Saul began 

to use his Roman name “Paul” rather than his Hebrew 

name “Saul.” Those three days that Saul spent in Da-

mascus after encountering Jesus on the road changed 



 

 

his life. During those three days, he pondered Jesus’ 

words, fasted, prayed, listened, thought, and changed. 

Facing the truth within his soul might not have been 

easy, but he did it. From that time on, the zeal that he 

had poured into persecution became zeal for the 

spreading of the Gospel. The first three years after his 

conversion were spent in Arabia, perhaps in prayer, 

study, and preparation for his new mission. God used 

this time of solitude to bring about a deeper conversion 

in Saul’s heart and to form him into a powerful instru-

ment. After three years, he returned to Damascus and 

then continued to travel far and wide, proclaiming Je-

sus as the Christ. Over the approximately twenty-seven 

years that followed, Paul arguably became the greatest 

evangelist in the history of the world. At least thirteen 

of the twenty-seven New Testament books are tradi-

tionally attributed to Paul, providing us with much of 

what we know about Jesus. His letters are not only his-

torical in nature, they are also rich in theology, provid-

ing the most sturdy foundation for all that we believe 

as Christians today. 

 

JANUARY 22  

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL  

PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN 

On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court legalized 

abortion throughout the United States in its companion 

decisions Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. Since that 

time, millions of children have lost their lives, and mil-

lions of women and families have been wounded by 

abortion. On June 24, 2022, the Dobbs v. Jackson 

Women’s Health Organization decision over-

turned Roe v. Wade, and we praise God for the great 

opportunity state and federal legislators now have to 

protect pre-born children. While God, in His mercy, 

ended the nearly fifty-year nationwide regime of abor-

tion on demand, right now state and federal laws, in 

many instances, are still hostile to pre-born children. 

So, great prayer and advocacy is very needed. 

www.usccb.org 

 

A HUMANAE VITAE SUMMARY 

 

Humanae Vitae (On Human Life) is Pope Paul VI’s 

famed 1968 encyclical on contraception and reproduc-

tive ethics. Pope Paul VI’s writings reaffirmed long-

held Church teachings about human nature and new 

life, but also explained how this wisdom was to be ap-

plied in a modern cultural context. Here is a Humanae 

Vitae summary with the basic points of the Church’s 

message: 

1. God is the Author of Life, and the Lives He Cre-

ates are Sacred 

God wills into existence every life brought into the 

world as part of His plan for creation. We are made in 

His image and likeness and as the Supreme Creator, it 

is He who has mastery over life and death. To interfere 

with life between conception and natural death is in 

essence usurping God’s ultimate authority. We are 

made to know, love and serve Him, and our reproduc-

tive capacity mirrors this relationship. Our creative 

potential is united with God’s in the marital act. Any 

attempt to end a life through abortion or contraception 

(which is an abortifacient) defies God’s will for His 

creation, and is strongly condemned by the Church. 

2. Procreation is the Heart of Marriage 

Married love is a holy institution designed by God to 

reflect the love that exists between Christ and His 

Church. In marriage, the totality of the human person 

is a mutual giving of oneself is first an exchange of 

loving the other unselfishly with body, soul, and will. 

By sharing everything and uniting heart and soul, hus-

band and wife perfect each other and reach a deeper 

state of human fulfillment. Moreover, this relationship 

of complete love is privileged to be the instrument God 

uses to bring new lives into the world. Marriage is de-

signed for procreation on both the spiritual and physi-

cal levels, and children are the “supreme gift” of mar-

riage. All married couples are called to be open to this 



 

 

implications of this natural kind of birth control are 

completely different; it honors the divine wisdom evi-

dent in God’s creation and works within the bounda-

ries laid out for us, rather than overruling God by dis-

rupting the natural order. The practice of periodic self-

denial also helps to strengthen the marriage by con-

verting selfish love into charity, bringing husband and 

wife to a greater awareness of their responsibilities, 

and improving the discipline that will protect their 

chastity and help them overcome other difficulties. 

The spouses will be blessed with tranquility and peace. 

6. Artificial Birth Control Is a Recipe for Cultural 

Disaster 

Use of contraception or sterilization denies the true 

nature of marriage and the dignity of man, and the con-

sequences of this denial are far reaching. One must 

consider Pope Saint Paul VI’s prophetic words on 

what would follow the separation of procreation from 

the marital act. In Humanae Vitae, he said: 

- moral standards would be lowered, 

- marital infidelity would increase, 

- disrespect for womanhood would follow. 

Also, to be considered is the general principle that 

what is acceptable for private use, later becomes ac-

ceptable for public use. Artificial birth control has 

enormous potential for misuse by civil authorities try-

ing to address problems of the modern era. (If that 

sounds far-fetched, consider the one child policy in 

China, and the sterilization programs put in place by 

the Third Reich). 

gift; to do otherwise is to deny the spiritual and physi-

cal premise of marriage. 

3. Openness to Procreation Affirms the Dignity of 

Woman 

In its explanation of the social effects of contraception, 

Humanae Vitae points out that when a woman’s sacred 

ability to give life is taken away, her role in a sexual 

encounter will often be that of an object of pleasure. 

This role is beneath the dignity of woman and contrary 

to the meaning of conjugal love, which is meant to be 

a mutual gift of self, in which the other is loved and 

appreciated for their individuality, and never used as a 

means to an end. When the life-giving aspect of such 

love is preserved, its implications are too great to be 

undertaken lightly for selfish reasons. A woman in this 

scenario is not an object of pleasure, but has inside of 

her a miracle of creative potential, and must be hon-

ored, respected and loved. The same could also work 

in reverse, for if pleasure is the only aim of sexuality, 

this works against mutual respect of the spouses, love 

for children and ultimately, love for the Creator as part 

of the process. 

4. This Does Not Mean It Is Always God’s Will for 

a Couple to Conceive 

While married couples must always be open to procre-

ation, it is acknowledged that they have a great many 

other obligations and are expected to make prudent 

decisions, especially regarding the enormous privilege 

and responsibility of raising children. The Church un-

derstands the difficulties placed upon families by the 

modern world, and certainly allows couples to limit 

marital relations to infertile periods if external circum-

stances, or the physical or psychological condition of 

the spouses are unfavorable for procreation. 

So, while not to be taken lightly, certain factors some-

times create legitimate circumstances in which a cou-

ple, by use of a well-formed conscience and prayerful 

discernment, may determine that it is not the will of 

God that they should conceive at that time. 

5. Couples May Take Advantage of Infertile Peri-

ods Provided by God to Temporarily Avoid Con-

ception 

In the order of nature established by God, there is a 

way to enrich a marriage through conjugal love while 

avoiding conception by limiting intercourse to the in-

fertile periods of the reproductive cycle. The moral 



 

 

If infertility is not the purpose, but an unintended side 

effect of a necessary therapeutic measure, it is not con-

sidered an act of opposition to God’s design of human-

ity and marriage (for instance, if a spouse is treated for 

cancer and the treatments cause infertility). There are 

many separate aspects to therapeutic treatment, howev-

er, which cannot all be covered within this article. For 

instance, contraception prescribed for health reasons 

would still preclude marital relations during fertile pe-

riods. When in doubt, check with a good pro-life priest 

for further guidance. 

7. Change the Culture, Instead of Ignoring the 

Moral Law That “Doesn’t Fit” Our Culture 

The circumstances that make artificial birth control 

seem like a necessary evil must be changed. Fertility is 

not a disease; it is a gift. Nor is any solution permissi-

ble if it violates the dignity of man, made in God’s im-

age. The Pope asserts that it is never acceptable to do 

evil in order to avoid a bad outcome. Social and eco-

nomic progress must take the entire person into ac-

count. 

As an antidote, Humanae Vitae calls for societal pro-

motion of “true human values,” such as encouraging 

commitment in marriage which leads to stable fami-

lies, which will in turn enable more families to wel-

come children into a loving, more economically sound 

unit. He also calls for all unchaste and indecent images 

to be removed from the media, which promote an un-

healthy and sinful view of sexuality, promiscuity and 

objectification of the other person, and many other 

evils. This encyclical, issued in 1968 by Pope Paul VI, 

gives the Church’s answer to questions of love and 

child rearing between married couples, specifically 

questions that have arisen from the conditions of the 

modern world. 

by Jenna McGuire, www.hli.org  

A STUDY GUIDE TO EVANGELIUM VITAE 

(THE GOSPEL OF LIFE) 

 

A Special Encyclical 

Fr. Frank Pavone, National Director 

 

The Gospel of Life (Evangelium Vitae) is not just an-

other document. It is literally a celebration. It cele-

brates Christ, who is personally the Gospel and the 

Life. It celebrates humanity, love, and true freedom. 

The Church knows how to celebrate; the world has for-

gotten. The Church knows how to receive and give life 

and love. In fact, the very meaning of life is to give 

and receive love (see number 81.) 

(...) The world needs "good news", that is, Evangeli-

um. The document begins, "The Gospel (Evangelium) 

of life is at the heart of Jesus' message. Lovingly re-

ceived day after day by the Church, it is to be preached 

with dauntless fidelity as good news to the people of 

every age and culture" (number 1). 

Life is joyful, so it is to be proclaimed (number 80-82), 

celebrated (number 83-86), and served (number 87-

89). The message of life is not optional, or added on to 

the Gospel, but is at the heart of the Gospel. The Gos-

pel of Life is simply the Gospel of Christ, for He is 

Life (see number29). The Church is inescapably pro-

life (number28) precisely because she is feminine. The 

Church is the Bride of Christ and Mother of believers -

- and, in fact, of all humanity (number3). 

 

The earth today is covered with innocent blood, which 

cries out from the ground to the God who made it (see 

number 7-9, Gen. 4:2-16). But thanks be to God, there 

is another Blood that cries out to heaven more elo-

quently (see number 25, cf. Heb.12: 22,24). The cry of 

the Blood of Christ brings mercy to those who shed the 

blood of their brothers and sisters. The shed Blood of 

Christ teaches the meaning of love, which is to sacri-

fice oneself for the good of the other person. It revers-

es the dynamic of the culture of death, which sacrifices 

the other person for the good of oneself. The Blood of 

Christ, one drop of which can purify a billion worlds, 

gives us strength to carry out the "great campaign on 

behalf of life" which is called for by this encyclical 

(number 95). The pro-life movement itself, in fact, is a 

sign of hope and victory (number 26). The encyclical 



 

 

looks to the day when "death will be no more" (Rev. 

21:4 see number105). That time is coming, and that 

promise is, in a nutshell, the Gospel of Life. The Holy 

Father calls us to be, "unconditionally Pro-life." Pray 

this Prayer of Commitment and then list some practi-

cal Life Steps that you will take to be "unconditionally 

Pro-life."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us pray Fr. Pavone’s Commitment Prayer: 

 
Lord God, I thank you today for the gift of my life, 

 
And for the lives of all my brothers and sisters. 

 
I know there is nothing that destroys more life than 

abortion, 
 

Yet I rejoice that you have conquered death 
 

by the Resurrection of Your Son. 
 

I am ready to do my part in ending abortion. 
 

Today I commit myself 
 

Never to be silent, 
 

Never to be passive, 
 

Never to be forgetful of the unborn. 
 

I commit myself to be active in the pro-life movement, 
 

And never to stop defending life 
 

Until all my brothers and sisters are protected, 
 

And our nation once again becomes 
 

A nation with liberty and justice 
 

Not just for some, but for all, 
 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen! 

Evangelium Vitae – A Word of Forgiveness 

Kevin and Theresa Burke 

 

In “The Gospel of Life” (section 99), Pope John Paul 

II specifically singles out women who have suffered 

the agony and pain of an abortion experience. Speak-

ing for the entire body of Christ and the Catholic 

Church, his words reveal a personal message of hope 

and encouragement: "You are not alone. You have not 

been forgotten." Ultimately, once a woman has made a 

decision to abort, it is a clear indication that her diffi-

cult challenges have resulted in absolute despair. Af-

terwards, in the midst of heartbreaking grief and 

shame, despair is also the greatest obstacle to recovery 

and reconciliation. But through our hope in Christ Je-

sus, the painful reality of the past need not stain the 

present or dictate the future. 

In order to heal, we must first know where we are 

wounded, uncovering all the places in our hearts 

where we have experienced hurt, abandonment, rejec-

tion, betrayal and deception. We need to understand 

how and why we have allowed ourselves to be manip-

ulated. We examine these things so that we can come 

to a fuller understanding of who we are before God, 

our weaknesses, our strengths, and our particular 

temptations.  

Honesty begins by admitting that we have been de-

ceived. A child has died; a part of our very self has 

died; and our spiritual relationship with God has been 

deeply damaged. Jesus tells us with great authority and 

love, regardless of your past, "Do not be afraid!" Hope 

and trust in the mercy of God will gives us the strength 

and freedom to step out in faith. Repentance strips 

away self-contempt and hatred toward self and others 

and replaces it with humility, grief and tenderness. Re-

pentance is an about face from denial and rebellion to 

truth and surrender - from Death to Life.  

Love is the ingredient that gives birth to mercy. It is 

precisely a mother’s love for her child that causes all 

the grief and heartache that constitutes post abortion 

trauma. It is precisely her love that drives the search 

for healing and reconciliation. Rachel’s Vineyard Re-

treats (www.RachelsVineyard.org), pave the way for 

mothers and fathers to journey through the profound 

reality of their experience. The process utilizes exer-

cises for grief work and spiritual mediations, with the 



 

 

sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation at key 

points in the weekend. God’s love is incarnational, 

which means that we will experience the Love of God 

the Father through other people. The post abortion 

healing movement is made up of people who have of-

fered themselves to be instruments of His compassion. 

With the help of others and the eyes of mercy, we are 

free to explore the truth and embrace it without denial 

or distortion, but with eyes that shift gently to the full 

spectrum of what is true. Truth is a person. Jesus 

Christ is truth. We will embrace the truth by embrac-

ing Christ and His mercy will flood our hearts with 

grace. What is this grace? Grace is the very life of God 

within our soul. As the power of Jesus is manifest in 

the healing of so many souls, we see a rising multitude 

of persons reconciled to God and their aborted chil-

dren. They are truly committed to building a Culture of 

Life. Only the crucified and Risen Lord could bring 

such beautiful fruit out what is a tragic and painful 

journey. He shows us so clearly the journey and the 

hope when he embraced his own cross that led to the 

glory of His Resurrection. It is the prayer of the 

Church that all those who are burdened by abortion 

may begin to find reconciliation and peace. Every 

member of the Church is called to make known the 

great forgiveness of Christ. The Church stands ready to 

be an instrument of Jesus’ compassion to assist us in 

bearing one another’s burdens. May the words in the 

Gospel of Life, and our prayers and actions, be steps 

on the road to reconciliation.  

www.priestsforlife.org 

 

ŻYCIE LUDZKIE JEST ŚWIĘTE 

 

Życie ludzkie jest święte i nienaruszalne w każdej 

chwili jego istnienia, także w fazie początkowej, która 

poprzedza narodziny. Człowiek już w łonie matki 

należy do Boga, bo Ten, który wszystko przenika i zna, 

tworzy go i kształtuje swoimi rękoma, widzi go, gdy 

jest jeszcze małym, bezkształtnym embrionem, i potrafi 

w nim dostrzec dorosłego człowieka, którym stanie się 

on w przyszłości i którego dni są już policzone, a 

powołanie już zapisane w księdze żywota. (Jan Paweł 

II, Evangelium Vitae)  

 

Miarą człowieka jest wieczność, jaką mu Bóg zgo-

tował w Jezusie Chrystusie. Dlatego jego życie jest 

święte. Święte jest życie każdego człowieka: starego i 

młodego, zdrowego i chorego, pełniącego ważne 

funkcje w społeczeństwie i odsuniętego na jego mar-

gines. Bożemu sercu: „Wszystko, co uczyniliście 

jednemu z tych braci moich najmniejszych, Mnieście 

uczynili” (Mt 25,40). Do życzliwości względem 

wielkich tego świata nie trzeba nikogo namawiać: za-

nadto się ich boimy lub liczymy na ich względy, 

byśmy ich mieli lekceważyć. Dopiero nasz stosunek 

do „nieważnych” w kategoriach tego świata: do ubo-

gich, niedołężnych, a także najmniejszych w sensie 

dosłownym, bo jeszcze przebywających w łonie matki 

— dopiero stosunek do takich ludzi ujawnia, kim 

naprawdę jest dla nas człowiek: czy potrafimy w nim 

dojrzeć tego, kto nosi w sobie podobieństwo samego 

Stwórcy i kto został wykupiony od śmierci drogo-

cenną krwią Zbawiciela, aby mógł żyć wiecznie.  

Czy trzeba dziś przypominać tę prawdę o godności 

człowieka, o powołaniu do wieczności każdej ludzkiej 

osoby? Trzeba - i to bardzo. Olbrzymi postęp nau-

kowo-techniczny, jaki dokonuje się w ostatnich latach 

w dziedzinie nauk biologicznych, otwiera przed nami 

możliwości zarówno czynienia wielkiego dobra, jak i 

wielkiego zła. Oto znamy już dość dokładnie „mapę” 

ludzkiego genomu i w niemałym zakresie potrafimy 

go modyfikować. Jakież to wsparcie dla tradycyjnej 

medycyny! Ile chorób i dolegliwości da się wykryć już 

w pierwszym stadium życia płodowego człowieka i 

uleczyć, oszczędzając wielu cierpień i kosztów, które 

późniejsza ich terapia musiałaby za sobą pociągać. A 

jak przydatna dla rodziców i wychowawców może się 

http://www.priestsforlife.org


 

 

  okazać gruntowna wiedza o genetycznych 

uwarunkowaniach kondycji zdrowotnej poczętego 

dziecka, jak również jego wielorakich skłonności, 

wrażliwości i uzdolnień! Możliwości dobrego wykor-

zystania postępu nauk biologicznych jest doprawdy 

wiele i napawają one szczerą radością i otuchą. 

Smutkiem jednak - o to wielkim - napełniają liczne, 

niestety, przypadki nadużycia potęgi, jaką stanowi 

wiedza genetyczna i obrócenia jej przeciw 

człowiekowi. Czynimy się panami życia i śmierci 

człowieka. Sztucznie, metodą tak zwanego zapłod-

nienia in vitro, powołuje się do istnienia nowych ludzi 

i traktuje tak, jak gdyby to był „materiał ludzki”, a nie 

żywe ludzkie istoty, przeznaczone - jak my wszyscy - 

do życia wiecznego. Nie tak dawno parlamenty 

niektórych krajów zatwierdziły ustawy, mocą których 

dozwolone będzie klonowanie ludzkich embrionów w 

celu produkcji „części zamiennych”, przydatnych w 

leczeniu niektórych chorób. Niektórzy genetycy już 

zapowiedzieli, że - wbrew przyjętym w większości 

państw i jeszcze obowiązującym regulacjom prawnym 

- będą podejmowali próby klonowania ludzi, by 

bezdzietnym małżeństwom zapewnić potomstwo. 

Wszystko to dzieje się w krajach szczycących się wie-

lowiekową tradycją chrześcijańską. Trudno jednak nie 

przypomnieć, że w krajach tych już wcześniej 

pozbawiono pełnej ochrony prawnej poczęte dzieci. 

Coraz też natarczywiej rozlega się wołanie o legaliza-

cję eutanazji, już w niektórych państwach częściowo 

zaaprobowanej. Stopniowo upowszechnia się prze-

konanie, że życie człowieka nie jest cenne samo przez 

się, ale że jego wartość zależy jedynie od określonych 

cech: od stopnia rozwoju sprawności intelektualnych i 

uczuciowych, od społecznej przydatności, od korzyst-

nego bilansu pomiędzy doznanymi przyjemnościami a 

cierpieniami. Tym zaś, którzy tych rzekomych kryter-

iów wartościowego człowieczeństwa nie spełniają, od-

mawia się prawa do życia, lub też - jak w przypadku 

eutanazji - zabójstwo usprawiedliwia się współczuci-

em. Owszem, ogrom cierpienia, jakie spada na 

człowieka, bywa ponad ludzkie siły i w czysto 

ludzkich, naturalnych kategoriach nie da się go ani 

wytłumaczyć, ani znieść.  

Właśnie jednak te dramatyczne sytuacje przybliżają 

nas do tajemnicy Bożego Syna, który przyjął na siebie 

wszelkie ludzkie słabości, wszelki ból i poniżenie, aż 

po przerażającą i haniebną śmierć na krzyżu, by żaden 

człowiek w żadnej sytuacji nie pozostał sam i by wy-

prowadzić nas z każdego, najdotkliwszego nawet 

doświadczenia - ku Bogu i wiecznemu szczęściu w 

Nim. Jakiż to tragiczny paradoks, że ta podstawowa 

prawda o wyniesieniu człowieka i bezcennej wartości 

jego życia bywa tak mało zrozumiana lub wręcz od-

rzucana w krajach, w których jednocześnie tak 

uroczyście obchodzi się święta Bożego Narodzenia i 

Zmartwychwstania Pańskiego; święta objawiające po-

nadnaturalny sens i cel egzystencji każdej ludzkiej 

osoby! 

W encyklice Evangelium vitae, Ojciec Święty Jan 

Paweł II z troską i bólem zwracał uwagę na postępu-

jący w obecnej dobie zanik moralnej wrażliwości na 

świętość życia człowieka: „Świadoma i dobrowolna 

decyzja pozbawienia życia niewinnej istoty ludzkiej — 

wołał Papież - jest zawsze złem z moralnego punktu 

widzenia i nigdy nie może być dozwolona ani jako cel, 

ani jako środek do dobrego celu” (p. 57). „Nic i nikt 

nie może dać prawa do zabicia niewinnej istoty 

ludzkiej - czytamy dalej - czy to jest embrion czy płód, 

dziecko czy dorosły, człowiek stary, nieuleczalnie cho-

ry czy umierający. Żadna władza nie ma prawa do te-

go zmuszać ani na to przyzwalać. Nie ma żadnego 

znaczenia, czy ktoś jest władcą świata czy ostatnim 

‘nędzarzem’ na tej ziemi: wobec wymogów moralnych 

jesteśmy absolutnie równi” (tamże). Nowe odkrycia 

naukowe i nowe odmiany pierworodnej pokusy, by 

stać się jak Bóg: panem życia i śmierci, czynią szcze-

gólnie aktualną tę encyklikę i zawarte w niej wezwanie 

do mobilizacji sumień, aby przezwyciężać „cywilizację 

śmierci” i budować nową kulturę życia (por. tamże, p. 

99). - List Rektora KUL , www.opoka.org.pl 

 

 



 

 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE  

Terra Sancta Pilgrimages with Franciscan friar  

Fr. Alex Kratz will be leading a Catholic Pilgrim-

age to the Holy Land from April 18 - May 2, 2023.    

 

This life-changing experience walking in Jesus’ foot-

steps includes daily Mass and Rosary, biblical readings 

on site, time for prayer and spiritual guidance, and 

meeting local Christians.   

Cost is $5,200 (all expenses included, round trip from 

Detroit, 3 daily meals, all tips and taxes).   

Registration is first come, first serve with $1,000 de-

posit to secure a seat.  Full payment by February 15.   

Orientation Meeting is Sunday, January 15 at St. Jo-

seph Chapel (400 South Blvd. West, Pontiac, MI 

48331).   

Next pilgrimage: November 28 - December 12, 2023.   

 

For information, contact Fr. Alex: (313) 727-9784  

or abunaalex@yahoo.com.  

 

Fr. Alex Kratz, OFM  

St. Benedict the Black Friary  

7625 Westwood St., Detroit, MI  48228 

 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT REQUEST  

FOR 2022 

 

If you would like to receive the contribution statement 

for your 2022 tax deductible contributions, please fill 

out the form below and place it in the collection box or 

drop it off  in the Sacristy/Parish office.  

 
CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT REQUEST  

FOR 2022 
 

Please send a statement for tax deductible  
contributions made to SS. Peter and Paul Parish  

during 2022 to: 
 
First Name: ............................................................... 

 

Last Name: ............................................................... 

 

Envelope # ................................................................ 

 

Address: .................................................................... 

 

.................................................................................... 

 

Phone # ..................................................................... 

 

Date of Request: ....................................................... 

Select Option:   
 
 □  Please mail my Contribution Statement 
 
 □  I will pick up my Statement from the Sacristy 
 
 □  I will pick up my Statement from the Office 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
 

Blessed are those who have died in the Lord;  
let them rest from their labors for their good  

deeds go with them. (Rev. 14:13) 
 

†  Helena Pizon 
 

†  Joseph Jacob Korsak 
 

Requiem æternam dona eis, Domine, et lux perpet-
ua luceat eis. Requiescat in pace. Amen.  



 

 

THE FEAST OF ST. BLAISE 

WSPOMNIENIE ŚW. BŁAŻEJA 
 

Friday, February 3, 2023 
7:00 p.m. Holy Mass 

 
  

BLESSING OF THROATS 
 
 
Blessings of Throats will be given on First Friday, 

February 3, at 7:00 p.m. and on Sunday, February 

5  after all weekend Holy Masses.  

Also, the venerable custom of the Blessing of Bread, 

Wine, Water, and Fruit for the relief of throat ail-

ments will take place before the final blessing. You 

may bring your baskets with these items with you 

to church for this special blessing. 

 

Catholics often participate in the tradition of having 

their throats blessed. To do this, the priest consecrates 

two candles, generally by a prayer, and then holds each 

in a crossed position on the throat of the person being 

blessed. At the same time, the following blessing is 

given: “Through the intercession of Saint Blaise, bish-

op and martyr, may God deliver you from ailments of 

the throat and from every other evil. In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

 

Why does the blessing of the throat take place on St. 

Blaise Day? St. Blaise, a physician and bishop, asked 

God to cure a child who was choking to death on a fish 

bone and the child’s life was saved. Thus, St. Blaise is 

the patron saint of healthy throats. While ailments of 

the throat are the main thing for which St. Blaise is 

invoked in the West, he is also considered a protector 

against wild animals, a protector of cities and a patron 

of veterinarians, wool-combers and the wool industry. 

THE PPRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

ŚWIĘTO MATKI BOŻEJ GROMNICZNEJ 
 

Thursday, February 2, 2023 

9:00 a.m. English Holy Mass 

7:00 p.m. Traditional Latin Mass 

 

BLESSING OF CANDLES 

 

The blessing of candles will take place on Thurs-

day, February 2 at the 9:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Holy 

Mass and on Sunday, February 5, at 10:00 a.m. & 

12:00 p.m. Holy Mass. 

 

In the Church this day is celebrated on February 2, for-

ty days after Jesus’ birth. It is a major feast and is vari-

ously known as the Presentation of Jesus in the Tem-

ple, the Feast of Meeting, the Purification of Mary, and 

Candlemas. It is customary on Candlemas to bless can-

dles; the candles to be carried in the procession, the 

candles that will be used throughout the liturgical year, 

and candles that are given to the congregation to take 

home. The candlelight is an outward and visible sign 

of Christ who illumines our heart and inner being. This 

day may be thought of as a festival of light That light 

is Christ himself, our salvation and life. 

 

St. Symeon offers a beautiful and insightful reflection 

on lighting candles: “The candles which you light re-

veal to you the intelligible light. Just as the church, 

that house of great beauty, is full of light from many 

candles, so the house of your soul, which is more pre-

cious than that church, should be illumined and full of 

light in a noetic sense – that is to say, that within you 

all the spiritual virtues should burn with divine fire… “ 



 

 

CATHOLIC SAINT OF THE WEEK 

Blessed George Matulaits - Matulewicz 

 (1871-1927) Renovator of The Marians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the twentieth century behind us, we cannot help 

but to reflect on the people and events that it brought 

us. It was a violent, turbulent century with more than 

its share of sorrow and suffering. But it also had its 

share of goodness — especially the radiant goodness 

in lives like that of Maximilian Kolbe, Edith Stein, 

Brother Andre, Solanus Casey, Mother Teresa, Padre 

Pio and many others. Some of these extraordinary peo-

ple have already been recognized by the Church for 

their heroic Christian love and others will probably be 

recognized in time. 

On June 28, 1987, Archbishop George Matulaitis was 

beatified by Pope John Paul II. The Pope spoke of him 

as a special gift for the Church and for the Lithuanian 

nation. Blessed George’s life and words speak to us 

today. His life was full of suffering, hardship and trials 

of all kinds, yet it was abundantly blessed by God and 

bore fruit during his own lifetime and after his death. 

His vision of God working in and through the human 

person revives our hope in our power for good. The 

twentieth century has amply illustrated the awesome 

human potential for both good and evil. Blessed 

George Matulaitis’ personal motto, taken from the 

words of St. Paul, his favorite saint, was: “Overcome 

evil with good.” He remained faithful to this ideal de-

spite great personal cost. And, in the end, both friend 

and foe had to admit that he had overcome. In his obi-

tuary a priest friend expressed what many had experi-

enced: Matulaitis “had a smile for everyone—or his 

friends and supporters and for his enemies as well.” 

Shortly after his beatification, great things began to 

happen in Lithuania, his native land, under Soviet rule 

since 1940. In October of 1988 the Soviet government 

allowed the Lithuanians to display their own flag and 

use their own language. The cathedral in Vilnius, the 

capital city, has been returned to the faithful. This, the 

most important church in the country was confiscated 

during the Stalin era and turned into a picture gallery. 

Here Blessed George was installed as Bishop of Vilni-

us on December 8, 1918 — it was his church in a spe-

cial way. Lithuanian Catholics were allowed to cele-

brate Christmas publicly for the first time in 1988. In 

1989 Pope John Paul II will make his first visit to 

Lithuania, a request denied him in 1987 when he 

wanted to celebrate the 600th anniversary of Christi-

anity in Lithuania and beatify Archbishop Matulaitis 

in Vilnius. Many healings and other graces have been 

obtained through the intercession of Blessed George 

both in Lithuania and elsewhere in the free world. 

During his lifetime he had special compassion for the 

sick, since he himself suffered from an incurable ill-

ness most of his life.  

EARLY LIFE 

George Matulaitis’ life spans two centuries — the end 

of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th — a period 

which molded our own era. He was born in 1871 in 

Lithuania, one of the three Baltic states whose strug-

gle for autonomy has recently caught the attention of 

the world. At that time Lithuania was also part of the 

Russian Empire — a dark age without religious, cul-

tural or political freedom. He was a country boy and 

life on his parents’ farm was good. However, sorrow 

dimmed his childhood — he lost both parents by the 

age of ten. His older sister Emily looked after him. In 

later life his heart always went out to children and es-

pecially to orphans. At an early age he fell ill with tu-

berculosis of the bone, although it was diagnosed only 

much later. His illness interfered with his schooling 

and he had to drop out of high school. Walking on 

crutches, he helped out with the farm work. It was on-

ly through the kindness of an older cousin who was a 

teacher in Poland, that he was able to fulfill his secret 

dream — to enter the seminary. He completed his 

seminary studies in Poland and it was here that his last 



 

 

name was changed to Matulewicz. As an exemplary 

student he was sent to continue his studies at the Theo-

logical Academy in St. Petersburg (now Leningrad). 

Here he was ordained a priest in 1898 and received his 

Master’s degree in theology. He went on to Switzer-

land where he completed his doctorate in theology at 

the University of Fribourg in 1902. He was especially 

interested in apologetics, that branch of theology con-

cerned with the defense of Catholic doctrine. He had 

also become proficient in languages — Polish, Rus-

sian, French and German. He was an expert Latinist as 

well. 

THE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE 

Matulaitis’ first assignment was that of seminary pro-

fessor in Poland. However, he was unable to continue 

this work for long because of illness. He had received 

medical treatment in Fribourg, but had a relapse and 

moved to Warsaw where he was hospitalized in a 

small hospital on the outskirts of the city he lay in a 

general ward because he had no money. The situation 

seemed hopeless, but it turned out to be a time of grace 

and spiritual growth. When he recovered somewhat, he 

agreed to be chaplain at the girls’ school run by his 

benefactress, Cecilia Zyberg-Plater. He taught religion 

and was often brought to class supported by two peo-

ple. Sometimes he would limp in on crutches. But even 

after many years the students remembered this young 

priest — his radiant personality and what he said to 

them, encouraging them to use their talents and their 

education for the good of others. 

WORKING FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 

In 1909 while he was still professor at the Theological 

Academy, 38 years old and with a promising career 

ahead of him, Matulaitis made a momentous decision. 

He decided to become a religious, to follow more 

closely in the footsteps of Christ. Having received per-

mission from Rome, he made the three vows of pov-

erty, chastity and obedience in a private chapel in War-

saw. At the same time, his close friend and fellow pro-

fessor, Francis Būčys, was received into the novitiate. 

This was the beginning of the revival of the Marian 

Congregation. The Marian Fathers were well known to 

him — they worked in his parish church at Marijam-

pole in Lithuania. He had been baptized by one of their 

generals. Now he resolved to revive and prepare them 

for an apostolate in the modern world. He gave up lec-

turing on sociology and taught dogmatic theology in-

stead. He began to rewrite the Constitutions and at the 

same time directed his two novices. In the fall of 1910 

he began to keep a journal in which he recorded his 

thoughts, inspirations and resolutions. 

He was convinced that religious and laity must work 

together to bring the Gospel to every home. In 1911 

Matulaitis was elected superior general of the Marians 

and remained in this position until his death. In 1913 

he and two young Lithuanian Marians travelled to the 

United States to start a mission in Chicago. In 1915, 

unable to leave Poland because of the war, Matulaitis 

gathered the Polish Marians together at a monastery 

outside Warsaw. This was the beginning of the Polish 

province. Serving the poor was a priority in all the reli-

gious communities that Matulaitis founded. In the 

spring of 1918 he went to Lithuania to restore the Mar-

ian monastery in Marijampole and to start a novitiate. 

In the fall of that same year he founded a Lithuanian 

community for women, the Sisters of the Immaculate 

Conception, popularly known as the Sisters of the 

Poor. Several years later he founded another religious 

community for women in Belorussia, the Servants of 

Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. All these communities are 

still active. 

Matulaitis updated the Constitutions of a number of 

religious communities according to the new Code of 

Canon Law — about ten in all. In June he sailed to the 

United States to attend the International Eucharistic 

Congress in Chicago. He also visited 92 Lithuanian 

parishes and gave over 200 homilies and speeches. 

Everywhere he was welcomed with great enthusiasm. 

The railway car in which he was traveling was even 

painted violet in his honor! Back home he began work 

on the Concordat between Lithuania and the Vatican. 

However, he did not live to see its completion. He died 

after an appendix operation in Kaunas on Janu-

ary 27, 1927 at the age of 56. At the end of his life it 

was evident that Blessed George lived in undisturbed 

peace. The last resolution recorded in his Journal was: 

“To pray more for those from whom I have experi-

enced any kind of evil” (Journal: August, 1925).  His 

favorite Scripture quotation had always been: Non in 

commotione Spiritus Dei — The Spirit of God cannot 

be felt in turmoil.  

www.matulaitis-matulewicz.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restoring the Sacred  

Catholic Tradition 
With the permission from the Most Reverend Allen H. 
Vigneron, the Archbishop of Detroit, the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass according to the 1962 Roman Missal can be of-
fered in SS. Peter and Paul Parish - Westside until June 30, 
2023. 

Our parish altar boys provide a liturgical ministry for 
assistance at all parish Masses. Our Latin Mass offer-
ings are expanding, thus the need for more altar serv-
ers. Generally, after boys receive their First Holy 
Communion, they become eligible to be trained as al-
tar servers. The men of the parish are also encouraged 
to be trained to serve at the Holy Altar of God. The 
parish, preserving the tradition of men and boys serv-
ing at the altar, hopes to foster many vocations to the 
Catholic priesthood. 

The Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite is the litur-
gy of the Catholic Church in use before the reforms 
after the Second Vatican Council. On July 7, 2007, 
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI issued an apostolic 
letter called Summorum Pontificum. In this letter he 
declared that older form of the Roman rite was never 
abrogated, and that it “must be given due honor for its 
venerable and ancient usage.” (SP Art. 1) His Holiness 
termed the Traditional Latin Mass – the older form – 
the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite. This older 
form has been in use for many centuries. During this 
time it was at the heart of the Church and Western cul-
ture, nourishing countless generations. 

PROCLAIMING  

THE MESSAGE  

OF LIFE 

 LOVE = LIFE  

Finding Forgiveness 

Linda is a woman who had an abortion. She writes, 
“My breaking point with …[my former] Church was 
when I was feeling truly guilty because of what I had 
done, I knew it was wrong, but people were trying to 
justify it to me. I didn’t need justification, I needed to 
know how to reconcile an already fragmented relation-
ship with the Lord I desired... but I was too weighed 
down and no one seemed to see the need of for-
giveness and reconciliation, at least until I came into 
contact with the Catholic Church. The funny thing is, 
so many people seem to see the Church as uncompas-
sionate and uncaring, it was where I found love, ac-
ceptance, and forgiveness...”  

Priests for Life - Frank Pavone 

An Invitation to Men and Boys of our Parish!  

We are in need of Altar Boys to assist priest at the  

Holy Masses. Talk to Fr. Jerry if you’re interested. 

Support and Resources for Women 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Hope is a pro life ministry of CCSEM, pro-
tecting the inviolable dignity of the human person by 
providing free services, supplies, and support to moth-
ers as they give life to their unborn children and be-
yond. Safe, no cost, caring, and confidential support-
ive services for women expecting a child or who have 
a child under 12 months. 
 

For more information go to: ccsem.org/project-hope/ 
Find support at www.ccsem.org/mom 
 

• Pregnacy help 
• Housing and Residential Programs 
• Resources for experiencing infertility 
• Adoption 
• Medical professionals 
• Support following a prenatal diagnosis 
• Support after miscarriage, stillbirth, or infant loss 
• Abortion pill reversal 
• Healing after abortion (Project Rachel) 



 

 

DETROIT — During the Chrism Mass celebrated at 

the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament on April 

14, Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron announced to the 

faithful that the Archdiocese of Detroit will begin 

a Year of Prayer for Priestly Vocations, starting with 

a Holy Hour on the vigil on Pentecost on June 4 and 

ending on the solemnity of Pentecost in 2023. This 

year of prayer is a response to the fact that for the first 

time in at least 70 years (Detroit Catholic could not 

verify records before then), there will be no priestly 

ordinations in the Archdiocese of Detroit this year. 

The Lord Jesus is calling us to redouble our efforts to 

share the gift of the ministerial priesthood. Here are 

just a few of the many ways and resources for pastors 

and parishes to undergo this effort and “serve as in-

struments of God’s call,” as Archbishop Vigneron en-

courages us to do.  

 
PRAYER FOR PRIESTLY VOCATIONS  

Heavenly Father, Lord of the Harvest, 

call forth vocations to the priesthood 
from our archdiocese and families. 

Jesus, Eternal High Priest, 
give us men willing to sacrifice and serve. 

Make their hearts after your own Sacred Heart. 
Holy Spirit, Everlasting Love between  

the Father and Son, 
strengthen, inspire, and set men on fire  

with divine charity. 
Grant them the courage to say yes to their vocation. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, Mother of priests, 
comfort and protect your sons  

as they discern their call. 
With Saint Joseph, may they know your love  

and companionship 
as they deepen their relationship with Jesus. 

 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 

St. Anne, pray for us. 
St. John Vianney, patron saint of priests, pray for us. 

 
AOD, Office of Priestly Vocations 

 

Upcoming Liturgical Schedule 
 

Monday, January 23, 2023 
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection  

of Unborn Children (USA) 
 

St. Vincent, Deacon, Martyr; St. Marianne Cope, Virgin 
9:00 a.m. Holy Mass 

 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 

St. Francis de Sales, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 
No Holy Mass 

 
Wednesday, January 25, 2023 

The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle 
 

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass and Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
 Devotion 

 
Thursday, January 26, 2023 
SS. Timothy and Titus, Bishops 

12:15 p.m. Holy Mass 
 

 Friday, January 27, 2023 
St. Angela Merici, Virgin 
9:00 a.m. Holy Mass  

 
 Saturday, January 28, 2023 

St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Doctor of the Church 
4:30 p.m.  Sunday Vigil Holy Mass 

 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
St. Gildas the Wise, Abbot 

 
10:00 a.m. Holy Mass (Polish) 
12:00 p.m. Holy Mass  (English)   

2:00 p.m. (Traditional Latin Mass) 

 

Catholic liturgical calendar for the 2023 liturgical year for the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass according to the Missale 

Romanum (1962) of Pope St. John XXIII.   

 

Dominica IV Post Epiphaniam  

 

 

https://www.detroitcatholic.com/news/with-no-new-priests-this-year-archbishop-announces-year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations
https://detroitpriestlyvocations.com/year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations/?__hstc=138938284.b0b3fdfc6b0a98d28104ca765aee4a6a.1620753959162.1650306429118.1650381938261.440&__hssc=138938284.2.1650381938261&__hsfp=1103527144


 

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

All-powerful and everlasting God, your Son accepted our suf-
fering to teach us the virtue of patience in human illness. Hear 
the prayers we offer for our sick brothers and sisters. May all 
who suffer know that they are joined to Christ in His suffering 
for the salvation of the world. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Catherine Anderson  

James Antolak 

Mary Antoncew 

Shawn Armstrong 

Jamie Balogh 

Julia Balogh 

Trudy Bednarczyk 

Lorraine Belanger 

Zigmund Bieniek 

Carol Bonczkiewicz 

Stephen F. Dewitt 

Yolanda Dominguez 

Carol Elliott  

Maria Gomez 

Kim Hice 

Rick Hurd 

James Kashinsky 

Larry Kolar 

Eugene Kopek 

Marie Kondrath 

Joseph Kosek 

Bill Kussy Sr. 

Marc Kutylowski 

Barbara Lesinski  

Aaron Maddix 

Barbara Mixter 

Selena Montes 

Tony Morales 

Rosita Morales 

Bernice Mrocka 

Biatris & Stanley Nunes 

Rachel Palucki 

Edward Paslawski 

Rachael Paslawski 

Dale Patterson 

Mario Pereyra 

Steve Peet 

Irena Pilus  

Vivian Polakowski 

Jennifer Ragland 

Cinde Rutkowski 

Stella Sakowicz 

Amy Sauve 

Marie Schimelfening   

Ora Gomez 

Maria Sztuka 

Frank Taraskiewicz 

Delphine Truszkowski  

Dan Urbiel 

Kathy Urbiel 

Helena Wilk Wajda 

Juliann Wellman 

Tom & Jeanette Wiggle 

Boz ena Wilin ska 

Lorraine Witkowski 

Justin Wood 

Hudson Zammitt 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, January 23, 2023 
9.00 a.m. 
- For the Protection of Unborn Children  
 
Wednesday, January 25, 2023 
7.00 p.m. 
- Dr. Alex Urbiel and Family by Urbiel Family 
- Healing and conversion for Jim Heimiller by Kathleen 
Heilmiller 
† Irene and Zdzisław Dewicki by Terry Dewicki 
 
Thursday, January 26, 2023 
12.15 p.m. 
- For the intentions of Immaculate Heart of Mary by An-
na Lutrzykowska 
 
Friday, January 27, 2023 
9.00 a.m. 
- All Souls in Purgatory by B. Wilczek 
 
Saturday, January 28, 2023 
4.30 p.m. 
- For Caregivers 
† Mary Machesky by Arlene and Richard Byczek Family 
† Ronald Machesky by Family 
 
Sunday, January 29, 2023 
10:00 a.m. (Polish) 
† Jo zef i Genowefa Sko ra od Marii Sztuka z Rodziną 
† Jan Latkowski od Rodziny 
12:00 p.m. (English) 
- Health for Michael McCloskey by Sharon Neme 
- Health and God’s blessings for Al Grabowski on his 
Birthday 
† Mary Machesky by Grace Papa and Dave Winegar 
† Raymond Maczuga by Family 
† Joseph and Vera Ballard by Melissa Ballard 
† Edward and Helen Rutkowski 
2.00 p.m. (TLM) 
- Forgivness for sins for Barbara Wilczek 



 

 

WELCOME TO SS. PETER AND PAUL  
PARISH - WESTSIDE 

 
Information 
There is a bookshelf in Church and a bookrack in the vestibule 
with new parishioner registration forms, Mass intention     
envelopes, and many inspirational and educational brochures 
and CDs available free of charge.  
 
Sacramental Preparation Policy 
Before any Sacramental Preparation (Baptism, Reconciliation, 
Confirmation, First Holy Communion, Marriage) can begin, we 
require that you be an active registered member for at least 
six months. This means attending a weekend liturgy with our 
parish community, using your weekly offering envelopes, and 
taking part in parish activities. Please contact the Parish Office 
for further information. 
 
Anointing of the Sick Request  
If a family member is confined at home or a medical facility 
and wishes to receive the Sacraments of Holy Communion, 
Confession or Anointing of the Sick please call the Parish     
Office.  
 
Private Prayer Schedule 
The church is open and available for private prayer 30 minu-
tes before every Holy Mass. On Saturdays the church is open 
at 2:00 p.m. On Sunday mornings the church is open at 9:00 
a.m.  
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference,  
Food Pantry and Drop Box 
If you are interested serving the needs of the community, 
please consider joining the Parish St. Vincent de Paul           
Conference. The SVDP Food Pantry regularly accepts           
donations.  
Baskets for donations are located throughout the church. The 
SVDP Drop Box is located in the parking lot near the Activities 
Building. Clothing and shoes are accepted. For more              
information contact the Parish Office.  
Thank you for generosity.  
 

24 Hour Prayer Line 
The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament have a 
twenty-four hour prayer line. Call 248-626-8253. 
 

Sound Assist Devices 
We have several sound assist devices available for use during 
Mass. Speak with Father Jerry before Mass.   
 

Online Gift Giving 
Online gift giving is available. Your gift will be credited and 
distributed directly to our parish. Please be assured of our 
prayers and the prayers of those who minister through your 
generosity. To give a gift directly to support our Parish, 
visit http://sspp.aodcsa.org. We thank you for your      
continued support of SS. Peter and Paul Parish!  
 

For Your Benefit 
When attending Mass or other activities here at SS. Peter & 
Paul we recommend for your own safety and security, as well 
as that of others, that you please park in the main (north) 
parking lot. Security is provided for all Masses and events.  

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - WESTSIDE 
7685 GRANDVILLE AVE, DETROIT, MI 48228 

313-846-2222 (PARISH OFFICE)  313-584-1484 (FAX) 

 
Parish Website: www.ssppdetroit.net 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ssppdetroit 

Parish Email: sspeterandpaul@comcast.net 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Jarosław (Jerry) Pilus    ext. 102 

Pastoral Associate 

Anna Clougherty     ext. 100 

Parish Office        ext. 100 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference  ext. 107 

 

Parish Office Hours by Appointment Only 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: Office Closed 

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday: Office Closed 

 

LITURGICAL & DEVOTIONAL SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 

Monday: 9:00 a.m., Tuesday: No Holy Mass,  

Wednesday: 7:00 p.m., Thursday: 12:15 p.m., Friday: 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (Vigil) 

Sunday: 10:00 a.m. (Polish),  12:00 p.m (English), 2:00 p.m.  

Traditional Latin Mass 

 

Holy Day of Obligation Masses 

9:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 7:00 p.m. (English & Polish) 

 

First Friday Holy Mass 

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Adoration, and Benediction of the Bles-
sed Sacrament 

 

First Saturday Holy Mass  - Traditional Latin Mass 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Adoration, and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

 

Sacrament of Confession (English & Polish) 

Wednesday: 6:00 p.m., First Friday: 6:00 p.m. 

First Saturday: 8:30 a.m., Saturday: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion 

After Wednesday Evening Mass 

 

Please contact the Parish Office with any  questions,       
concerns, or comments.   
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Directors 

Jeffrey Boleski, Scott Boleski, Todd Boleski 

25509 W. Warren Avenue 

Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 

313-562-5120 

Janina Bak 
Joseph and Vera Ballard 

Dolores & Raymond Bonczkiewicz 
Matthew Cook 

Florence Czachor 
John Czachor 

Calvin & Teresa Dienes Family 
Gary Dienes 

Mike & Marjorie Fedyk 
Victoria, Ray & Giovenna Fili 
Barbara & Henry Franco 
Jerome & Regina Gould 

Mary Ann Jackson 
Krystyna & Stanislaw Janulewicz 

Barney & Mary Jezuit 
Slawomir Krasuski 

Adam & Genevieve Larwa 
Mary and Ronald G. Machesky 

Walter Maziarz 
Rita McCausland 

Emilia & Joseph Mochol 
Mary & Frank Mydlarz 

Michalina Palys 
Virginia & Frank Paslawski 

Linda Paslawski 
Reverend James H. Profota 
Karolina & Jozef Radkiewicz 

John & Corrine Roberts 
Arthur & Delphine Rutkowski 

Leonard P. Seletyn 
Mary & John Urtczeck 

Kenneth H. & Barbara A. Kujawa-Warsow 
Michael K. Warsow 

Dec. Mem. Boner & Radzilowski Families 
Dec. Mem. Buckowski Family 

Dec. Mem. Cueco & Digano Families 
Dec. Mem. Markiewicz Family 

Dec. Mem. John Rash & Mrocka Families 
Dec. Mem Pieczynski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Almquist & Ballard Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Baca & Kucharski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bajdo Woloszyn Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Barnes & Pilus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dewicki & Mazur Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bechard & Roy/King Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bostle & Flores Families 
Liv. & Dec.. Mem. Burke & Mitchell Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bush & Wojtowicz Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Byczek & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley & Rose Byczek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Camero & Garcia Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Clougherty Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czachor Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czorny & Langley Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Digregio & Ortisi Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dooley & Firestone Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ducan & Williams Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Franco & Machesky Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gizowski & Sovel Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Glyn & Rybicki Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gorny & Kushnir Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Grden Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John A. Groszek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Heimes & Savickis Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Jarosz Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kaluzny & Parsons Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Karpinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Keiller & Marciniec Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kolasinski & Cholipski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kowalczyk & Dziubczynski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kubica & Pac kowski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kuch & Guset Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kurdziel & Porcek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kwilos & Stecker Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Larwa & Postupalski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Lesinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ley & Nemecek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Litwin & Riley Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Londke & McGann Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene Machowicz  

& Joanne Tuchowski Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley and Helen Matras Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Matras & Misiolek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Mroz & Rutkowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Nega & Idzikowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John & Julia Panek Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Pelic & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Przybyla Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Radecki & Uszynski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Joseph Ronevicz & Kososki Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Seletyn & Cepiga Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Siwak, Conrad, & Woyshner Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Smith & Leong Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stręk & Ban ka Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Szymczakowski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. SS. Peter and Paul Altar Society 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Urbiel & Patrus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Utter, Burger & Hater Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Vasquez & Rand Families 

Liv.  & Dec. Mem. Węglickich & Lutrzykowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Wilczek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene and Josephine Zdun Family 
 

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - FIRST FRIDAY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 - AUGUST 31, 2023 


