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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR  

CONSECRATED LIFE 

The World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life is Feb. 

2, 2023, which is also the feast of the Presentation of 

the Lord.  

St. John Paul II established the World Day of Prayer 

for Consecrated Life in 1997 to be celebrated in con-

junction with the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 

also known as Candlemas Day, which highlights the 

fact that Christ is the light of the world through 

the symbolic lighting of candles. "Similarly, consecrat-

ed men and women are called to spread the light and 

love of Jesus Christ through their unique witness of 

selfless service, such as caring for the poor, the con-

templative work of prayer, or through their profession-

al careers."  

PRAYER FOR CONSECRATED PERSONS 

The following prayer, written for the World Day for 

Consecrated Life, is provided courtesy U.S. bishops' 

Secretariat of Clergy, Consecrated Life And Vocations. 

 

"God our Father, we thank you for calling men  

and women to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as sisters, 

brothers, religious priests, consecrated virgins,  

and hermits, as well as members of Secular Institutes. 

Renew their knowledge and love of you, and send your 

Holy Spirit to help them respond generously  

and courageously to your will.  

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  

for ever and ever. Amen." 

www.usccb.org 

 

WHEN YOU VISIT A PRIEST,  
PLEASE REMEMBER... 

 

That a priest isn't married, nor will he have a family of 

his own. No wife, no children. His family is his parish-

ioners. He is a spiritual father in faith to the community 

he serves. His future is in celebrating the Eucharist at 

Holy Mass every day, listening to confessions, anoint-

ing the sick, serving those who come to him for help. A 

priest may serve a parish only for a minimum of six to 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/clergy-consecrated-life-vocations/world-day-consecrated-life
https://www.dolr.org/article/candlemas-symbolizes-light-christ
https://www.dolr.org/article/candlemas-symbolizes-light-christ
http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/consecrated-life/world-day-for-consecrated-life.cfm
http://usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/vocations/consecrated-life/world-day-for-consecrated-life.cfm


 

 

twelve years. After that he may be transferred to anoth-

er parish or assigned a different role in the Church. He 

relies on his team of volunteers, staff and the lay faith-

ful. Don't expect him to be there all the time for you. 

When you give money to the Church, you may be sur-

prised to know that the money isn't for him. Priests re-

ceive a stipend to meet their basic expenses of food, 

clothing, and travel. They save every penny to go for a 

vacation and much of the money is gifted by friends, 

relatives, as they don't get paid like the rest of us who 

work. While we work for a fixed number of hours with 

two days off a week, priests are expected to be on 

standby 24/7. So don't be angry if they don't respond to 

you when you need them. They are humans as well 

with the same frailty as us. 

If you hear anyone speaking badly about a particular 

priest, please correct that person and don't engage in 

idle gossip without knowing the facts. Remember that 

they are alone and at times would need company. Pay 

attention to their emotional, physical, and mental 

needs. Accompany them if needed or offer a helping 

hand or even a lift. It's not easy to go out alone at 2 or 3 

in the morning especially in dangerous neighborhoods 

for counseling or even anointing someone on their 

death bed. If someone comes to them at such an hour 

for help, they have to get up from their deep sleep and 

still be expected to offer a Holy Mass in the morning. 

Who is there for them when they are ill or have emer-

gencies in the middle of the night? Yet they are re-

quired to perform their duties because if not them, 

who? 

Remember their birthdays, ordination anniversaries and 

important events in their lives. Celebrate with them, 

cry with them. Offer a shoulder to lean on. If they fall, 

don't judge, or criticize. Lift them up and help them on 

their journey in life. Don't be offended if they don't live 

up to your expectations. No priest is perfect. 

So, take care of your priests, remember the ones who 

baptized, confirmed, married, and anointed you. The 

ones who offer Holy Masses for your intentions and 

pray for you. May God bless our priests in Jesus’ 

name, our Eternal High Priest. Amen. 

 

Good Shepherd Mission Hapid 

 

 

JOHN PAUL II’S MOM CHOSE LIFE AFTER 

HER DOCTOR ADVISED AN ABORTION. 

Diocese of Kraków, Poland. Karol Wojtyła with his parents. 
  

Over one hundred years ago on May 18, Emilia 

Wojtylał gave birth to her second son, Karol, after a 

difficult and life-threatening pregnancy. The child 

would grow up to be St. John Paul II. In a new book 

published in Poland, Milena Kindziuk describes how 

St. John Paul II’s mother was advised to get an abor-

tion. “She had to choose between her own life and that 

of the baby she was carrying, but her deep faith did not 

allow Emilia to choose abortion,” Kindziuk said in an 

interview with ACI Stampa. “Deep in her heart she 

had to be ready to make this sacrifice for the baby she 

was carrying,” she said. 

In her book, “Emilia and Karol Wojtyła. Parents of St. 

John Paul II,” Kindziuk cites the testimony of a mid-

wife, Tatarowa, and the reports of her two friends, 

Helena Szczepańska and Maria Kaczorowa, as well as 

the memories of other Wadowice residents. She said 

that these showed that Emilia Wojtyla was depressed 

by the insistence of her first doctor, Dr. Jan Moskała, 

that she have an abortion. She said that Emilia and Ka-

rol Wojtyła “made a bold decision that, regardless of 

everything, their conceived baby was to be born. And 

so they started looking for another doctor.” They ulti-

mately chose Dr. Samuel Taub, a Jewish doctor from 

Kraków, who had moved to Wadowice after the First 

World War. “Emilia's friends have kept memories of 

that visit. The doctor confirmed that there was a risk of 

complications during childbirth, including Emilia's 

death. However, he did not suggest an abortion,” Kin-



 

 

Priests grow in families. They are born to parents (a 

subject treated elsewhere, but not to be underestimated 

in its importance).  As a Christian parent, it’s not your 

job to wander through your son’s childhood helplessly, 

hoping the Vocations Fairy will cause your boy to be 

transformed into a well-formed young man able to an-

swer his calling.   

It’s your job to oversee his formation, teaching him 

some very specific skills that will help him become a 

man of God. 

1. Teach Him to Pray 

You do this about like you teach him to eat: Prayer 

should be a part of your family life from the get-go. 

It’s something you help him with when he’s a baby, 

but that gradually he does better and more inde-

pendently as he ages.  Like family meals, you never 

completely quit praying together. Prayer ought to be at 

least as important in your own life as food is; when 

he’s a teenager and eating you out of house and home, 

that’s when you start praying all the more voracious-

ly.  Don’t worry—he’ll naturally inspire you that way. 

It’s what kids do. 

2. Teach Him Self-Control 

You’re raising a man, not a slave.  He needs to learn 

that he doesn’t have to have everything he wants.  He 

needs to learn to deny himself now in order to do what 

needs to be done.  He needs to learn to seek the genu-

ine good of himself and others, not the fleeting pleas-

ure of the moment. 

So do you, probably. 

3. Teach Him Responsible Obedience 

Obedience is a courageous act of love.  It requires do-

ing without complaining things you don’t like but 

dziuk said. “Emilia had a bad pregnancy: she spent 

most of her time lying down and still had less strength 

than usual,” she said. “In this situation, Dr. Taub rec-

ommended the woman to lie down, rest often and feed 

herself very well.” On the day of the birth, May 18, 

1920, “Emilia lay in her apartment in Kościelna street, 

in the living room … in the presence of a midwife,” 

Kindziuk explained. 

At the same time Karol Sr. and their 13-year-old son 

Edmund had gone out around 5 p.m. to participate in 

the prayer of the Divine Office in the parish church 

across the street where they sang the Litany of Loreto, 

she added. “We know from the messages that Emilia 

asked the midwife to open the window: she wanted the 

first sound her son could hear to be a song in honor of 

Mary. In short, Emilia Wojtyła gave birth to her son, 

listening to the song of the Litany of Loreto,” she said. 

St. John Paul II also told his personal secretary 

Stanisław Dziwisz that he was born to the litany in 

honor of the Mother of God, she said, adding that he 

was elected pope at the same time of day that he was 

born.  

The sainthood causes of St. John Paul II’s parents were 

formally opened in Poland in May. Karol, a Polish Ar-

my lieutenant, and Emilia, a school teacher, were mar-

ried in Kraków Feb. 10, 1906. The Catholic couple 

gave birth to three children: Edmund in 1906; Olga, 

who died shortly after her birth; and Karol in 1920. Be-

fore she died of a heart attack and liver failure in 1929, 

Emilia was a staple of faith for the household. At the 

time of her death, the young Karol Wojtyła was a 

month away from his ninth birthday. 

by Courtney Mares 

www.catholicnewsagency.com 

 

11 WAYS TO PREPARE YOUR BOY TO BE  

A GREAT PRIEST 

 

It’s not your job to turn your son into a future priest. 

It’s your job to teach your son to answer God’s call, 

whatever it might be. We hear a lot of noise about 

praying for vocations, and sometimes it sounds like 

we’re all hoping the Vocations Fairy will sprinkle 

Magic Vocation Dust on our dioceses, causing priests 

to pop up in the lawn like mushrooms after wet weath-

er. Priests don’t grow in the grass.  

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com


 

 

which are morally acceptable, and refusing to carry out 

immoral orders even when it would be much easier and 

more pleasant to get along and go along.  Most of us 

absolutely stink at this, so you and he can grow togeth-

er in this regard. 

4. Teach Him What Good Liturgy is Like 

How open would your son be to marriage if the only 

girls he ever met were shallow, vain, and boring?  Your 

son needs to meet a Mass that you’d want for a daugh-

ter-in-law: Intelligent, reverent, and a pleasure to spend 

time with day after day, week after week, year after 

year.  She doesn’t need to be perfect, but she needs to 

be a keeper. 

5. Teach Him to Sing 

They aren’t going to cover this in seminary. The people 

of his future parish thank you in advance. 

6. Teach Him How to Fix the Roof 

He’ll also need to know about drywall, tile, plumbing, 

electrical, computers, good financial management and 

accounting—both tax and audit.  He doesn’t need to be 

able to make a living at those (though it won’t hurt), 

but he should at least be conversant enough in the ba-

sics to make good decisions and hire good help. 

7. Teach Him to Do Enjoyable Good Things that He 

Loves 

God gave him talents and interests, and he should pur-

sue those.  Some will be a source of specific help in his 

vocation; some will provide ways for him to relax and 

unwind when life gets tough.  But most of all, hobbies 

and sports teach a boy that he can learn to do new 

things.  All his life, he’s going to have to learn to do 

new things. 

8. Teach Him to Choose Good Friends 

Solitude in proper measure feeds a vocation, but loneli-

ness corrupts it. Fill your life with decent Christian 

people who are fun and interesting to be around.  Be-

cause you yourself cultivate a strong social network of 

intelligent, caring, emotionally-healthy friends, family-

to-family friendships should be par for the course. You 

and he should be spending time with a variety of men, 

women, boys and girls of various ages and back-

grounds who help you grow in the faith; he and you 

should both also have a few close same-age-same-

gender friends who are a source of camaraderie and 

steady support. 

 

9. Teach Him Communication and Conflict Resolu-

tion Skills 

Two words: Parish. Council. 

10. Teach Him to Love God with All His Heart, 

Mind, Soul & Strength 

Would you settle for a fifth-grade math education for 

your boy? Don’t settle for a fifth-grade theology edu-

cation either. Your young man needs to learn how to 

use his body to do the corporal works of mercy until 

he’s tired enough to climb into bed and sleep for 

twelve hours straight. He needs to fall in love with Je-

sus so that his faith isn’t just a bunch of rules and hab-

its. And he needs to satisfy his intellectual hunger for 

spiritual knowledge, or else that part of his brain will 

form a giant black hole that he’ll fill with something 

else on offer at Atheist U.  

Tip: He will learn all this primarily by the example 

you set for him. 

11. Teach Him to Make God’s Plan His Plan 

Parents don’t choose their sons’ vocations. God’s the 

one who does the calling, and He calls whom He will, 

when He will. It is not your job to turn your son into a 

future priest. It’s your job to teach your son to answer 

God’s call, whatever it might be. Conveniently, every 

single thing that helps a boy prepare for the priesthood 

is something that also helps him prepare for the other 

vocations. Good fathers of all types are made from the 

same stuff. 

www.ncregister.com 
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TEACHING OUR CHILDREN TO DISCERN  

A VOCATION 
 

I’ll never forget the first time our oldest daugh-

ter, Felicity (now four years old), casually asked me 

about marriage and religious life. It was only days fol-

lowing our long-awaited, annual visit from my close 

friend, Sr. Theresa Marie.  Sr. Theresa and I met before 

she joined religious life, but those long few years she 

spent as a postulant and novice in New York City 

shortened the years considerably for us; our friendship 

never wavered. We kept in touch when I was pregnant 

with Felicity, and Sr. Theresa left her life as a civil en-

gineer in Indiana behind her in order to embrace the 

call she experienced in pursuing religious life with the 

Parish Visitors of Mary Immaculate.  I wrote letters, 

and she responded in kind.  After a while, they became 

fewer and fewer, but we always remained in each oth-

er’s daily thoughts and prayers. I was thrilled when Sr. 

Theresa announced that she would be visiting us on her 

yearly, two-week vacation; she was traveling to spend 

quality time with family and friends, so I was honored 

that we were included.  Felicity, then two years old, 

stood – frozen – at the doorway when Sr. Theresa ar-

rived at our house in full novitiate habit.  I could see in 

Felicity’s eyes the wonder and awe at this woman who 

dressed so differently from us.  She was immediately 

captivated. 

Sr. Theresa played with Felicity, and we visited for 

several hours, catching up like long-lost friends, as if 

no time at all had passed us by.  Felicity squealed with 

delight at the extra attention, and I knew somehow that 

she would remember this visit quite clearly in the years 

ahead. About a week after our heartwarming time spent 

with Sr. Theresa had passed, Felicity was sitting in my 

lap, and we were reading books.  After the second or 

third book, she hopped down and walked over to our 

antique cabinet that displays family photos.  She point-

ed to the one of her Baptism.  “Father Steve,” she 

said.  I nodded but was shocked she remembered Father 

Steve, as she had only seen him once or twice in her 

little life. Then she asked, “Mommy, you married Dad-

dy?”  I nodded again, eager to watch her thought pro-

cess unfold.  “Father Steve married?  Sister Theresa 

married?”  I paused before replying and offered a silent 

prayer to the Holy Spirit for inspiration.  Then, with 

deliberation, I answered her, “Yes, sweetheart.  Father 

Steve is married to the Church, and Sister Theresa mar-

ried Jesus.” I wondered if this would sink in to her tod-

dler mind, and she did appear to be momentarily con-

fused. Then her eyes brightened, and she 

smiled.  “Mommy, I want to marry Jesus someday, 

too!” I did not want to influence her, either positively 

or negatively, because I knew that much more ground-

work would need to occur before she would truly be 

able to discern the vocation God had created her to ful-

fill.  Slowly, I smiled and said, “Felicity, some people 

grow up and marry another person, like Mommy and 

Daddy did.  But other people learn that they are called 

by God to marry Him or to dedicate their entire lives to 

Him and His service.  You will know what God is call-

ing you to do as you grow.” Since that initial conversa-

tion, Felicity has continued to share with Ben and me 

her desire to “marry Jesus someday.”  She has since 

seen Sr. Theresa on two more occasions and has spent 

time with priests and deacons who are family 

friends.  But she also spends time with holy, married 

couples who are close to our family, as well. Though I 

am no expert on fostering discernment in children, I do 

have a few ideas of what we, as parents, can do to pro-

vide a solid foundation upon which we can build deep-

er discussions of vocation discernment with our chil-

dren.  Here are some of my thoughts I’d like to 

share with you:  

- Model holiness in your marriage and family 

life.  Children learn best from the behaviors that are 

modeled to them by adults.  They absolutely will mim-

ic what we do rather than what we say, so we must be 

vigilant in self-awareness of our own sins and weak-

nesses.  I believe that when we frequent the Sacraments 

of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist, we are more 

apt to recognize what we need to change and how we 

can model authenticity in our families.  Children will 

appreciate a mother or father who apologizes over a 

mistake and uses that as a teaching opportunity about 

forgiveness and humility far more than a parent who 

never apologizes for wrongdoing.  And they will learn 

far more from it, as well.  

- Pray together daily as a family. This pointer may 

sound like a no-brainer, but consider how busy most of 

us are these days.  We all tend to make excuses from 

time to time that result in our inconsistency in this ar-

ea.  Family prayer provides a sense of the eternal in 

conjunction with our daily rhythms and routines; it 



 

 

necessarily gets our children thinking about God early 

and often.  

- Pray for your children.  Make sacrifices – perhaps 

small and hidden ones – each day as an offering for 

your children’s souls.  With your spouse, pray for your 

children; include their struggles and ask for the inter-

cession of Our Lady to protect and guide them.  Per-

haps adopt a special saint each year for your children to 

intercede for their particular needs.  

- Expose them to people of different vocations from 

a young age.  I truly believe this is a very powerful 

testament to how our children first form the concept of 

vocations in their minds.  To enjoy a meal with a loved 

one who is a priest, to spend the day at the park with a 

family friend who is a religious sister, or to simply en-

gage in conversation with people in religious or conse-

crated life will certainly make an indelible imprint in 

our children’s hearts.   

For children to see that priests and nuns are people like 

we are, that they laugh and have fairly ordinary lives 

like we do, makes them less intimidating and more ap-

proachable.  In turn, our children may become attracted 

to the sacrificial lives of our priests and religious. 

1. Talk to them about vocations.  When children are a 

bit older, open the door to conversation about religious 

life.  Tell them that not everyone ends up getting mar-

ried like Mom and Dad, and that’s okay.  Explain that 

God created each person for a special reason, a specific 

purpose, and some of us are created to serve God in a 

special way by giving our entire lives in a permanent 

union with Him as a religious brother or sister, a priest 

or consecrated lay person.  Have this conversation with 

them as it seems natural, because it will get them think-

ing – and hopefully, praying, too. 

2. Teach them to discern God’s voice among the 

world, the self, and the devil’s.  Our consciences 

must be formed to know right and wrong, good and 

evil, from a young age.  When our children are older 

(middle and high school), we can have more com-

plex discussions about how they know something is 

right or wrong.  This is based upon the more rudimen-

tary lessons we initially taught them in early child-

hood.  In turn, they may pay closer attention to how 

the Holy Spirit speaks to them.  This will help them 

discern their vocation. 

3. Encourage them to attend a vocation discern-

ment retreat.  Obviously this is best when they are 

adolescents or young adults and have shown an open-

ness and interest in religious life. I often smile when I 

consider Felicity’s comments over the years about reli-

gious life, and it warms my heart to acknowledge the 

possibility that she may be called to it someday.  But 

my heart is open, for she is still so young, and I truly 

do not want to impose my expectations or projected 

dreams upon her.  No matter what God has called and 

created her to do with her life, Ben and I only hope and 

pray that Felicity will discern it well and rightly, ac-

cording to God’s will for her life.  If we can teach her 

to know God’s voice and to follow Him, then we know 

whatever vocation suits her will be one from which her 

personal path to sanctification will most assuredly 

come. I believe the same is true for all of our children; 

when we truly seek to be holy in our individual and 

family lives, God honors and blesses that far more than 

we can comprehend in the present moment.  

J. Ewing; catholicexchange.com; She is a Catholic 

spirituality writer and national inspirational speaker.  

Please take a moment and watch this inspirational 

video of little children “playing a Holy Mass” in 

Vetus Ordo at home. Simply scan a QR code 

by opening the camera app on your phone.  

https://catholicexchange.com/author/jeannieewing/


 

 

CATHOLIC SAINT OF THE WEEK 

ST. JOHN BOSCO, PRIEST 

John Bosco, also known as Giovanni Melchiorre 

Bosco and Don Bosco, was born in Becchi, Italy, on 

August 16, 1815. At the age of two, John lost his fa-

ther, leaving him and his two older brothers to be 

raised by his mother, Margherita. His "Mama Mar-

gherita Occhiena" would herself be declared venerable 

by the Church in 2006. Raised primarily by his mother, 

John attended church and became very devout. When 

he was not in church, he helped his family grow food 

and raise sheep. They were very poor, but despite their 

poverty his mother also found enough to share with the 

homeless who sometimes came to the door seeking 

food, shelter or clothing. 

When John was nine years old, he had the first of sev-

eral vivid dreams that would influence his life. In his 

dream, he encountered a multitude of boys who swore 

as they played. Among these boys, he encountered a 

great, majestic man and woman. The man told him that 

in meekness and charity, he would "conquer these your 

friends." Then a lady, also majestic said, "Be strong, 

humble and robust. When the time comes, you will un-

derstand everything." This dream influenced John the 

rest of his life. Not long afterwards, John witnessed a 

traveling troupe of circus performers. He was en-

thralled by their magic tricks and acrobatics. He real-

ized if he learned their tricks, he could use them to at-

tract others and hold their attention. He studied their 

tricks and learned how to perform some himself. 

One Sunday evening, John staged a show for the kids 

he played with and was heartily applauded. At the end 

of the show, he recited the homily he heard earlier in 

the day. He ended by inviting his neighbors to pray 

with him. His shows and games were repeated and dur-

ing this time, John discerned the call to become a 

priest. To be a priest, John required an education, 

something he lacked because of poverty. However, he 

found a priest willing to provide him with some teach-

ing and a few books. John's older brother became angry 

at this apparent disloyalty, and he reportedly whipped 

John saying he's "a farmer like us!" John was unde-

terred, and as soon as he could he left home to look for 

work as a hired farm laborer. He was only 12 when he 

departed, a decision hastened by his brother's hostility. 

John had difficulty finding work but managed to find a 

job at a vineyard. He labored for two more years be-

fore he met Jospeh Cafasso, a priest who was willing 

to help him. Cafasso himself would later be recognized 

as a saint for his work, particularly ministering to pris-

oners and the condemned. In 1835, John entered the 

seminary and following six years of study and prepara-

tion, he was ordained a priest in 1841. 

His first assignment was to the city of Turin. The city 

was in the throes of industrialization, so it had slums 

and widespread poverty. It was into these poor neigh-

borhoods that John, now known as Fr. Bosco, went to 

work with the children of the poor. While visiting the 

prisons, Fr. Bosco noticed a large number of boys, be-

tween the ages of 12 and 18, inside. The conditions 

were deplorable, and he felt moved to do more to help 

other boys from ending up there. He went into the 

streets and started to meet young men and boys where 

they worked and played. He used his talents as a per-

former, doing tricks to capture attention, then sharing 

with the children his message for the day. When he 

was not preaching, Fr. Bosco worked tirelessly seeking 

work for boys who needed it and searching for lodg-

ings for others. His mother began to help him, and she 

became known as "Mamma Margherita." By the 

1860s, Fr. Bosco and his mother were responsible for 

lodging 800 boys. Fr. Bosco also negotiated new rights 

for boys who were employed as apprentices. Fr. Bosco 

also identified boys he thought would make good 

priests and encouraged them to consider a vocation to 

the priesthood. Then, he helped to prepare those who 

responded favorably in their path to ordination. In 

1859, Fr. Bosco established the Society of St. Francis 

de Sales. He organized 15 seminarians and one teenage 

boy into the group. Their purpose was to carry on his 

charitable work, helping boys with their faith for-

mation and to stay out of trouble. The organization still 

exists today and continues to help people, especially 

children around the world. Fr. Bosco died on January 

31, 1888. The call for his canonization was immediate. 

Pope Pius XI knew Fr. Bosco personally and agreed, 

declaring him blessed in 1929. St. John Bosco was 

canonized on Easter Sunday, 1934 and he was given 

the title, "Father and Teacher of Youth." His feast day 

is on January 31.  

 

www.catholic.org 



 

 

  ŚWIĘTO OFIAROWANIA PAŃSKIEGO  
- MATKI BOŻEJ GROMNICZNEJ 

 

Czterdziestego dnia po Bożym Narodzeniu Kościół 

obchodzi święto Ofiarowania Pańskiego, zwane daw-

niej świętem Oczyszczenia Najświętszej Maryi Panny. 

W polskiej tradycji - świętem Matki Bożej Gromnicz-

nej. 

Ofiarowanie Pana Jezusa w świątyni jerozolimskiej 

było ważnym wydarzeniem w życiu Świętej Rodziny. 

Św. Łukasz Ewangelista tak je opisuje: „Gdy zaś nad-

szedł dzień poddania ich, zgodnie z Prawem Mojżeszo-

wym, oczyszczeniu, zanieśli Go do Jerozolimy, aby był 

ofiarowany Panu, według tego, co jest napisane w Pra-

wie Pańskim: Każde pierworodne dziecko płci męskiej 

będzie poświęcone Panu. Mieli również złożyć ofiarę 

zgodnie z tym, co jest powiedziane w Prawie Pańskim: 

parę synogarlic lub dwa gołąbki” (Łk 2, 22-24). 

Według Prawa Mojżeszowego każda kobieta przez 

czterdzieści dni po urodzeniu chłopca, a przez osiem-

dziesiąt dni po urodzeniu dziewczynki pozostawała 

nieczysta. Nie wolno jej było dotykać niczego świętego 

ani wchodzić do świątyni. Po upływie tego czasu mat-

ka musiała przynieść do świątyni jednorocznego baran-

ka. „Jeśli zaś ona jest zbyt uboga, aby przynieść baran-

ka, to przyniesie dwie synogarlice albo dwa młode go-

łębie, jednego na ofiarę całopalną i jednego na ofiarę 

przebłagalną za nią i będzie oczyszczona” (Kpł 12, 8). 

Podstawą tego przepisu była myśl o kontraście między 

absolutną świętością Boga a grzesznym człowiekiem. 

Grzech pierwszych rodziców sprowadził na ziemię 

śmierć, zszargał daną ludziom świętość. Odtąd dobro 

przeplata się ze złem w ludzkim życiu, już od narodzin. 

Ale pragnącym świętości Bóg zezwolił na oczyszcze-

nie.  

Matka Boża nie musiała poddawać się tym przepisom, 

bo narodziła się bez grzechu pierworodnego, a Syna 

swego poczęła i urodziła w dziewictwie. Tak chciał 

Bóg. Pomimo to dopełniła nakazanego prawem obo-

wiązku: udała się do świątyni i złożyła ofiarę ubogich 

kobiet - dwa gołąbki. Była posłuszna Prawu, nie 

chciała wywołać zgorszenia uchylaniem się od przepi-

sów, ponieważ o Jej dziewictwie wiedział tylko św. 

Józef. Pamiątkę tego dnia, w którym w jerozolimskiej 

świątyni starzec Symeon wziął na ręce sześciotygo-

dniowe Dzieciątko, uniósł Je wysoko z najwyższą 

czcią, poznając w Nim Zbawiciela świata, Kościół ob-

chodził już w IV w. 

Od połowy V w. ustalono datę 2 lutego jako święto 

Prezentacji Dzieciątka Jezus. W VII w. pojawia się 

nazwa Oczyszczenia Najświętszej Maryi Panny. Tego 

dnia święci się w kościołach świece. Blask ich płomie-

ni rozprasza mrok nocy, ale jest niczym wobec tej ja-

sności, którą przyniósł na świat Chrystus: „Ja jestem 

światłem dla świata. Kto idzie za Mną, nigdy nie bę-

dzie chodził w ciemnościach, lecz będzie miał światło 

życia” (J 8,12). Chrystusowe światło wydobyło ludz-

kość z mroku grzechu i beznadziei, a płomyczek świe-

cy poświęconej w Dniu Ofiarowania Pańskiego ma o 

tym przypominać. 

Poświęcone 2 lutego świece, jakby widomy znak Bo-

żej jasności, zapalano w trudnych chwilach, kiedy tyl-

ko interwencja Opatrzności mogła pomóc. Podczas 

burzy stawiano te świece w oknach, stąd nazwa - 

gromnice. Gromnicami zażegnywano klęski gradowe, 

ich dymem kreślono znaki krzyża na drzwiach, piecu, 

oknach i belkach stropowych jako zapory przeciw nie-

czystym siłom i nieszczęściom. W każdym domu była 

przynajmniej jedna gromnica. Zapalano ją przy kona-

jącym, aby jej światło - płomyk Bożej miłości - ogar-

nęło umierającego w ostatniej ziemskiej chwili, ulżyło 

w cierpieniu i poprowadziło wprost do wiekuistej 

światłości. Dzisiaj, w wielu domach zobaczyć można 

jeszcze obrazki przedstawiające Matkę Bożą owianą 

śnieżną nawałnicą, gestem pełnym troski osłaniającą 

płomień gromnicy.  

 

www.niedziela.pl 



 

 

APRIL 18 - MAY 2, 2023 

Terra Sancta Pilgrimages with Franciscan friar Fr. 

Alex Kratz will be leading a Catholic Pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land from April 18 - May 2, 2023.    

 

This life-changing experience walking in Jesus’ foot-

steps includes daily Mass and Rosary, biblical readings 

on site, time for prayer and spiritual guidance, and 

meeting local Christians.  Cost is $5,200 (all expenses 

included, round trip from Detroit, 3 daily meals, all tips 

and taxes).  Registration is first come, first serve with 

$1,000 deposit to secure a seat.  Full payment by Feb-

ruary 15.  Next pilgrimage: November 28 - December 

12, 2023.   

For information, contact Fr. Alex: (313) 727-9784  

or abunaalex@yahoo.com.  

 

 

SSPP FOOD PANTRY IS IN NEED OF: 

 

- CANNED FRUITS 

- CANNED VEGETABLES 

 

If you would like to help St. Vincent de Paul, please 

bring these items to our church and place them in the 

basket. Thank you! 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT REQUEST  

FOR 2022 

 

If you would like to receive the contribution statement 

for your 2022 tax deductible contributions, please fill 

out the form below and place it in the collection box or 

drop it off  in the Sacristy/Parish office.  

 
CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT REQUEST  

FOR 2022 
 

Please send a statement for tax deductible  
contributions made to SS. Peter and Paul Parish  

during 2022 to: 
 
First Name: ............................................................. 

 

Last Name: .............................................................. 

 

Envelope # ............................................................... 

 

Address: ................................................................... 

 

................................................................................... 

 

Phone # .................................................................... 

 

Date of Request: ...................................................... 

Select Option:   
 
 □  Please mail my Contribution Statement 
 
 □  I will pick up my Statement from the Sacristy 
 
 □  I will pick up my Statement from the Office 



 

 

ON FEBRUARY 16, 2023, SSPP PARISH WILL START THE 33-DAY PREPARATION 

FOR THE CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH 

 
Preparation for the Consecration to St. Joseph begins: Thursday, February 16, 2023 

Consecration Day: Monday, March 20, 2023 during the Holy Mass at 9:00 a.m. (ENG) and 7:00 p.m. (TLM) 
 
The Novena to St. Joseph will be prayed 9 days before the Day of Consecration after each Holy Mass.  
 
To prepare ourselves better for the Consecration we encourage everyone to purchase “Consecration to St. Joseph – 
The Wonders of Our Spiritual Father” books by Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC. They are available online on Amazon 
or at bookstore.shopmercy.org. A limited number of these books are available in the Sacristy for $15. This book 
will make an impact on your spiritual life and expend your knowledge about our Patron of Church and Spiritual 
Father.  

 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO CONSECRATE YOURSELF TO ST. JOSEPH? 

What does it mean for a person to be consecrated to St. Joseph? Well, it basically means that you acknowledge that 
he is your spiritual father, and you want to be like him. To show it, you entrust yourself entirely into his paternal 
care so that he can help you acquire his virtues and become holy. Total consecration to St. Joseph means you make 
a formal act of filial entrustment to your spiritual father so that he can take care of your spiritual well-being and 
lead you to God. The person who consecrates himself to St. Joseph wants to be as close to their spiritual father as 
possible, to the point of resembling him in virtue and holiness. Saint Joseph, in turn, will give those consecrated to 
him his undivided attention, protection, and guidance. If you have already consecrated yourself to the Virgin Mary, 
can you be consecrated to St. Joseph, as well? The answer is a resounding “Yes!” God desires that all children be 
committed to the care of a mother and a father. You are not a member of a single-parent spiritual family. Mary is 
your spiritual mother, and St. Joseph is your spiritual father. The spiritual fatherhood of St. Joseph is extremely im-
portant for your spiritual growth. Total consecration to Mary is not diminished by total consecration to St. Joseph. 
Mary wants you to consecrate yourself to St. Joseph! Jesus wants you to consecrate yourself to St. Joseph! Every-
thing you have given to Jesus and Mary can also be given to St. Joseph. The hearts of Jesus, Mary, and St. Joseph 
are one. 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
Consecration to St. Joseph emulates the tried-and-true preparation method employed by St. Louis de Montfort in 
his Marian consecration, highlighting many of St. Joseph’s titles, privileges, and heroic virtues. The program of 
preparation and consecration takes 33 days. It can be undertaken on your own or in a group. You'll spend about 20-
30 minutes a day on a short exposition on one of the invocations in the powerful Litany of St. Joseph, followed by a 
reading on St. Joseph, concluding with the recitation of the Litany of St. Joseph. If you miss a day, just make it up 
and continue your preparation.  

BOOK OVERVIEW 
 

In the midst of crisis, confusion, and a world at war with the Church, it's time to come home 
again to our spiritual father, St. Joseph. In this richly researched and lovingly presented pro-
gram of consecration to St. Joseph, Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC, brings to life the wonders, the 
power, and the ceaseless love of St. Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church and the Terror of 
Demons. Drawing on the wealth of the Church's living tradition, Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC, 
calls on all of us to turn to St. Joseph, entrust ourselves, our Church, and our world to our spir-
itual father's loving care, and then watch for wonders when the Universal Patron of the Church 
opens the floodgates of Heaven to pour out graces into our lives today. Definitely a book for 
our time, Consecration to St. Joseph is dedicated to meeting the challenges of the present mo-
ment and restoring order to our Church and our world, all through the potent paternal interces-
sion and care of St. Joseph.  
 
This book has everything you need to take your love and devotion to St. Joseph to a whole dif-
ferent level: a thorough program of consecration to St. Joseph; information on the 10 wonders 
of St. Joseph; and prayers and devotions to St. Joseph. Accessible, motivating, this book will 
kick off a great movement of consecration to our spiritual father and change the world. 



 

 

THE FEAST OF ST. BLAISE 

WSPOMNIENIE ŚW. BŁAŻEJA 
 

Friday, February 3, 2023 
7:00 p.m. Holy Mass 

   

BLESSING OF THROATS 
 
 
Blessings of Throats will be given on First Friday, 

February 3, at 7:00 p.m. and on Saturday February 

4 at 4.30 p.m. Holy Mass, Sunday, February 5 after 

all weekend Holy Masses.  

Also, the venerable custom of the Blessing of Bread, 

Wine, Water, and Fruit for the relief of throat ail-

ments will take place before the final blessing. You 

may bring your baskets with these items with you 

to church for this special blessing. 

 

Catholics often participate in the tradition of having 

their throats blessed. To do this, the priest consecrates 

two candles, generally by a prayer, and then holds each 

in a crossed position on the throat of the person being 

blessed. At the same time, the following blessing is 

given: “Through the intercession of Saint Blaise, bish-

op and martyr, may God deliver you from ailments of 

the throat and from every other evil. In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

 

Why does the blessing of the throat take place on St. 

Blaise Day? St. Blaise, a physician and bishop, asked 

God to cure a child who was choking to death on a fish 

bone and the child’s life was saved. Thus, St. Blaise is 

the patron saint of healthy throats. While ailments of 

the throat are the main thing for which St. Blaise is 

invoked in the West, he is also considered a protector 

against wild animals, a protector of cities and a patron 

of veterinarians, wool-combers and the wool industry. 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

ŚWIĘTO MATKI BOŻEJ GROMNICZNEJ 
 

Thursday, February 2, 2023 

12:15 p.m. English Holy Mass 

7:00 p.m. Traditional Latin Mass 

 

BLESSING OF CANDLES 

 

The blessing of candles will take place on Thurs-

day, February 2 at the 12:15 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. Holy 

Mass and on Saturday, February 4 at 4.30 p.m. Ho-

ly Mass, Sunday, February 5, at 10:00 a.m. & 12:00 

p.m. Holy Mass. 

 

In the Church this day is celebrated on February 2, for-

ty days after Jesus’ birth. It is a major feast and is vari-

ously known as the Presentation of Jesus in the Tem-

ple, the Feast of Meeting, the Purification of Mary, and 

Candlemas Day. It is customary on Candlemas Day to 

bless candles; the candles to be carried in the proces-

sion, the candles that will be used throughout the litur-

gical year, and candles that are given to the congrega-

tion to take home. The candlelight is an outward and 

visible sign of Christ who illumines our heart and inner 

being. This day may be thought of as a festival of light 

That light is Christ himself, our salvation and life. 

 

St. Symeon offers a beautiful and insightful reflection 

on lighting candles: “The candles which you light re-

veal to you the intelligible light. Just as the church, 

that house of great beauty, is full of light from many 

candles, so the house of your soul, which is more pre-

cious than that church, should be illumined and full of 

light in a noetic sense – that is to say, that within you 

all the spiritual virtues should burn with divine fire… “ 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restoring the Sacred  

Catholic Tradition 
With the permission from the Most Reverend Allen H. 
Vigneron, the Archbishop of Detroit, the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass according to the 1962 Roman Missal can be of-
fered in SS. Peter and Paul Parish - Westside until June 30, 
2023. 

Our parish altar boys provide a liturgical ministry for 
assistance at all parish Masses. Our Latin Mass offer-
ings are expanding, thus the need for more altar serv-
ers. Generally, after boys receive their First Holy 
Communion, they become eligible to be trained as al-
tar servers. The men of the parish are also encouraged 
to be trained to serve at the Holy Altar of God. The 
parish, preserving the tradition of men and boys serv-
ing at the altar, hopes to foster many vocations to the 
Catholic priesthood. 

The Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite is the litur-
gy of the Catholic Church in use before the reforms 
after the Second Vatican Council. On July 7, 2007, 
His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI issued an apostolic 
letter called Summorum Pontificum. In this letter he 
declared that older form of the Roman rite was never 
abrogated, and that it “must be given due honor for its 
venerable and ancient usage.” (SP Art. 1) His Holiness 
termed the Traditional Latin Mass – the older form – 
the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite. This older 
form has been in use for many centuries. During this 
time it was at the heart of the Church and Western cul-
ture, nourishing countless generations. 

PROCLAIMING  

THE MESSAGE  

OF LIFE 

 LOVE = LIFE  

“Make no mistake, abortion-on-demand is not a right 

granted by the Constitution. No serious scholar, in-

cluding one disposed to agree with the Court's result, 

has argued that the framers of the Constitution intend-

ed to create such a right. Shortly after the Roe v. 

Wade decision, Professor John Hart Ely, now Dean of 

Stanford Law School, wrote that the opinion "is not 

constitutional law and gives almost no sense of an ob-

ligation to try to be." Nowhere do the plain words of 

the Constitution even hint at a "right" so sweeping as 

to permit abortion up to the time the child is ready to 

be born. Yet that is what the Court ruled. As an act of 

"raw judicial power" (to use Justice White's biting 

phrase), the decision by the seven-man majority in 

Roe v. Wade has so far been made to stick. But the 

Court's decision has by no means settled the debate. 

Instead, Roe v. Wade has become a continuing prod to 

the conscience of the nation.” – President Ronald 

Reagan, in his book Abortion and the Conscience of 

the Nation (1983).   

- Priests for Life - Frank Pavone 

 

An Invitation to Men and Boys of our Parish!  

We are in need of Altar Boys to assist priest at the  

Holy Masses. Talk to Fr. Jerry if you’re interested. 

Support and Resources for Women 
CATHOLIC † CHARITIES 

 
Project Hope is a pro life ministry of CCSEM, pro-
tecting the inviolable dignity of the human person by 
providing free services, supplies, and support to moth-
ers as they give life to their unborn children and be-
yond.  
 
 

For more information go to: ccsem.org/project-hope/ 
Find support at www.ccsem.org/mom 
 

• Pregnacy help 
• Housing and Residential Programs 
• Resources for experiencing infertility 
• Adoption 
• Medical professionals 
• Support following a prenatal diagnosis 
• Support after miscarriage, stillbirth, or infant loss 
• Abortion pill reversal 
• Healing after abortion (Project Rachel) 



 

 

DETROIT — During the Chrism Mass celebrated at 

the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament on April 

14, Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron announced to the 

faithful that the Archdiocese of Detroit will begin 

a Year of Prayer for Priestly Vocations, starting with 

a Holy Hour on the vigil on Pentecost on June 4 and 

ending on the solemnity of Pentecost in 2023. This 

year of prayer is a response to the fact that for the first 

time in at least 70 years (Detroit Catholic could not 

verify records before then), there will be no priestly 

ordinations in the Archdiocese of Detroit this year. 

The Lord Jesus is calling us to redouble our efforts to 

share the gift of the ministerial priesthood. Here are 

just a few of the many ways and resources for pastors 

and parishes to undergo this effort and “serve as in-

struments of God’s call,” as Archbishop Vigneron en-

courages us to do.  

 
PRAYER FOR PRIESTLY VOCATIONS  

Heavenly Father, Lord of the Harvest, 

call forth vocations to the priesthood 
from our archdiocese and families. 

Jesus, Eternal High Priest, 
give us men willing to sacrifice and serve. 

Make their hearts after your own Sacred Heart. 
Holy Spirit, Everlasting Love between  

the Father and Son, 
strengthen, inspire, and set men on fire  

with divine charity. 
Grant them the courage to say yes to their vocation. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, Mother of priests, 
comfort and protect your sons  

as they discern their call. 
With Saint Joseph, may they know your love  

and companionship 
as they deepen their relationship with Jesus. 

 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 

St. Anne, pray for us. 
St. John Vianney, patron saint of priests, pray for us. 

 
AOD, Office of Priestly Vocations 

Upcoming Liturgical Schedule 
 

Monday, January 30, 2023 
St. Bathildis, Widow (VO) 
9:00 a.m. Holy Mass 

 
Tuesday, January 31, 2023 

St. John Bosco, Priest 
No Holy Mass 

 
Wednesday, February 1, 2023 

St. Bridgid (Bride) of Irleand, Virgin (VO) 
7:00 p.m. Holy Mass and Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 Devotion 
 

Thursday, February 2, 2023 
The Presentation of the Lord - Candlemas Day 

12:15 p.m. Holy Mass 
7:00 p.m. (TLM) 

 
First Friday, February 3, 2023 

The Feast of St. Blaise 
St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr; St. Ansgar, Bishop 

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass & Devotion to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus 

 
First Saturday, February 4, 2023 

BVM; St. Veronica, Virgin 
9:00 a.m. Holy Mass & Devotion to the Immaculate Heart 

of Mary 
4:30 p.m.  Sunday Vigil Holy Mass 

 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr 

 
10:00 a.m. Holy Mass (Polish) 
12:00 p.m. Holy Mass  (English)   

2:00 p.m. (Traditional Latin Mass) 

 

Catholic liturgical calendar for the 2023 liturgical year for the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass according to the Missale 

Romanum (1962) of Pope St. John XXIII.   

 

Dominica in Septuagesima  

 

https://www.detroitcatholic.com/news/with-no-new-priests-this-year-archbishop-announces-year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations
https://detroitpriestlyvocations.com/year-of-prayer-for-priestly-vocations/?__hstc=138938284.b0b3fdfc6b0a98d28104ca765aee4a6a.1620753959162.1650306429118.1650381938261.440&__hssc=138938284.2.1650381938261&__hsfp=1103527144


 

 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

All-powerful and everlasting God, your Son accepted our suf-
fering to teach us the virtue of patience in human illness. Hear 
the prayers we offer for our sick brothers and sisters. May all 
who suffer know that they are joined to Christ in His suffering 
for the salvation of the world. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Catherine Anderson  

James Antolak 

Mary Antoncew 

Shawn Armstrong 

Jamie Balogh 

Julia Balogh 

Trudy Bednarczyk 

Lorraine Belanger 

Zigmund Bieniek 

Carol Bonczkiewicz 

Stephen F. Dewitt 

Yolanda Dominguez 

Carol Elliott  

Maria Gomez 

John Harte 

Kim Hice 

Rick Hurd 

James Kashinsky 

Larry Kolar 

Eugene Kopek 

Marie Kondrath 

Joseph Kosek 

Bill Kussy Sr. 

Marc Kutylowski 

Barbara Lesinski  

Aaron Maddix 

Barbara Mixter 

Selena Montes 

Tony Morales 

Rosita Morales 

Bernice Mrocka 

Biatris & Stanley Nunes 

Rachel Palucki 

Edward Paslawski 

Rachael Paslawski 

Dale Patterson 

Mario Pereyra 

Steve Peet 

Irena Pilus  

Vivian Polakowski 

Jennifer Ragland 

Cinde Rutkowski 

Stella Sakowicz 

Amy Sauve 

Marie Schimelfening   

Ora Gomez 

Maria Sztuka 

Frank Taraskiewicz 

Delphine Truszkowski  

Dan Urbiel 

Kathy Urbiel 

Helena Wilk Wajda 

Juliann Wellman 

Tom & Jeanette Wiggle 

Boz ena Wilin ska 

Lorraine Witkowski 

Justin Wood 

Hudson Zammitt 

HOLY MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, January 30, 2023 
9.00 a.m. 
- For the grace of a happy death for K. Szymczakowski 
 
Wednesday, February 1, 2023 
7.00 p.m. 
- Poor Souls in Purgatory by Kathleen Heimiller 
† Rene and Dennis Hubbell and Family by Urbiel Family 
† Ed and Elisabeth Kisela by Terry Dewicki 
† Marianna Turzyn ska 
 
Thursday, February 2, 2023 
12.15 p.m. (ENG) 
- For the intentions of Immaculate Heart of Mary by Anna 
Lutrzykowska 
7:00 p.m. (TLM) 
- For Parishioners 
 
Friday, February 3, 2023 
7.00 p.m. 
- First Friday Memorial Association 
 
Saturday, February 4, 2023 
9:00 a.m. 
- All Souls in Purgatory by Porcek Family 
4.30 p.m. 
- For Caregivers 
† Mary Machesky by Arlene and Richard Byczek Family 
† Ronald Machesky by Family 
† Julia Dyzmaruk (2nd Anniv.) by Cousin 
† Sharon M. Polakowski (9th Anniv.) by Husband 
 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 
10:00 a.m. (Polish) 
† Sabina Matusiewicz od Arthur Matusiewicz z Rodziną 
† Jan Latkowski od Rodziny 
† Zofia Pycia od Barbara i Jo zef Tymin ski 
12:00 p.m. (English) 
† Mary Machesky by SHA Kindergarden 
† Raymond Maczuga by Family 
† Joseph and Vera Ballard by Melissa Ballard 
† Mary Ford by Małgorzata Liedke 
2.00 p.m. (TLM) 
- For the intention known to God by A. Landenderfer 



 

 

WELCOME TO SS. PETER AND PAUL  
PARISH - WESTSIDE 

 
Information 
There is a bookshelf in Church and a bookrack in the vestibule 
with new parishioner registration forms, Mass intention     
envelopes, and many inspirational and educational brochures 
and CDs available free of charge.  
 
Sacramental Preparation Policy 
Before any Sacramental Preparation (Baptism, Reconciliation, 
Confirmation, First Holy Communion, Marriage) can begin, we 
require that you be an active registered member for at least 
six months. This means attending a weekend liturgy with our 
parish community, using your weekly offering envelopes, and 
taking part in parish activities. Please contact the Parish Office 
for further information. 
 
Anointing of the Sick Request  
If a family member is confined at home or a medical facility 
and wishes to receive the Sacraments of Holy Communion, 
Confession or Anointing of the Sick please call the Parish     
Office.  
 
Private Prayer Schedule 
The church is open and available for private prayer 30 minu-
tes before every Holy Mass. On Saturdays the church is open 
at 2:00 p.m. On Sunday mornings the church is open at 9:00 
a.m.  
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference,  
Food Pantry and Drop Box 
If you are interested serving the needs of the community, 
please consider joining the Parish St. Vincent de Paul           
Conference. The SVDP Food Pantry regularly accepts           
donations.  
Baskets for donations are located throughout the church. The 
SVDP Drop Box is located in the parking lot near the Activities 
Building. Clothing and shoes are accepted. For more              
information contact the Parish Office.  
Thank you for generosity.  
 

24 Hour Prayer Line 
The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament have a 
twenty-four hour prayer line. Call 248-626-8253. 
 

Sound Assist Devices 
We have several sound assist devices available for use during 
Mass. Speak with Father Jerry before Mass.   
 

Online Gift Giving 
Online gift giving is available. Your gift will be credited and 
distributed directly to our parish. Please be assured of our 
prayers and the prayers of those who minister through your 
generosity. To give a gift directly to support our Parish, 
visit http://sspp.aodcsa.org. We thank you for your      
continued support of SS. Peter and Paul Parish!  
 

For Your Benefit 
When attending Mass or other activities here at SS. Peter & 
Paul we recommend for your own safety and security, as well 
as that of others, that you please park in the main (north) 
parking lot. Security is provided for all Masses and events.  

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - WESTSIDE 
7685 GRANDVILLE AVE, DETROIT, MI 48228 

313-846-2222 (PARISH OFFICE)  313-584-1484 (FAX) 

 
Parish Website: www.ssppdetroit.net 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ssppdetroit 

Parish Email: sspeterandpaul@comcast.net 

 
Pastor 

Rev. Jarosław (Jerry) Pilus    ext. 102 

Pastoral Associate 

Anna Clougherty     ext. 100 

Parish Office        ext. 100 

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference  ext. 107 

 

Parish Office Hours by Appointment Only 

Monday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Tuesday: Office Closed 

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

Friday: 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday: Office Closed 

 

LITURGICAL & DEVOTIONAL SCHEDULE 
 

Weekday Mass 

Monday: 9:00 a.m., Tuesday: No Holy Mass,  

Wednesday: 7:00 p.m., Thursday: 12:15 p.m., Friday: 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday Mass 

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (Vigil) 

Sunday: 10:00 a.m. (Polish),  12:00 p.m (English), 2:00 p.m.  

Traditional Latin Mass 

 

Holy Day of Obligation Masses 

9:00 a.m., 12:15 p.m., 7:00 p.m. (English & Polish) 

 

First Friday Holy Mass 

7:00 p.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Adoration, and Benediction of the Bles-
sed Sacrament 

 

First Saturday Holy Mass  - Traditional Latin Mass 

9:00 a.m. Holy Mass followed by Exposition, Prayers to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Adoration, and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

 

Sacrament of Confession (English & Polish) 

Wednesday: 6:00 p.m., First Friday: 6:00 p.m. 

First Saturday: 8:30 a.m., Saturday: 3:00 p.m. 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Devotion 

After Wednesday Evening Mass 

 

Please contact the Parish Office with any  questions,       
concerns, or comments.   

265 



 

 

Directors 

Jeffrey Boleski, Scott Boleski, Todd Boleski 

25509 W. Warren Avenue 

Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 

313-562-5120 

Janina Bak 
Joseph and Vera Ballard 

Dolores & Raymond Bonczkiewicz 
Matthew Cook 

Florence Czachor 
John Czachor 

Calvin & Teresa Dienes Family 
Gary Dienes 

Mike & Marjorie Fedyk 
Victoria, Ray & Giovenna Fili 
Barbara & Henry Franco 
Jerome & Regina Gould 

Mary Ann Jackson 
Krystyna & Stanislaw Janulewicz 

Barney & Mary Jezuit 
Slawomir Krasuski 

Adam & Genevieve Larwa 
Mary and Ronald G. Machesky 

Walter Maziarz 
Rita McCausland 

Emilia & Joseph Mochol 
Mary & Frank Mydlarz 

Michalina Palys 
Virginia & Frank Paslawski 

Linda Paslawski 
Reverend James H. Profota 
Karolina & Jozef Radkiewicz 

John & Corrine Roberts 
Arthur & Delphine Rutkowski 

Leonard P. Seletyn 
Mary & John Urtczeck 

Kenneth H. & Barbara A. Kujawa-Warsow 
Michael K. Warsow 

Dec. Mem. Boner & Radzilowski Families 
Dec. Mem. Buckowski Family 

Dec. Mem. Cueco & Digano Families 
Dec. Mem. Markiewicz Family 

Dec. Mem. John Rash & Mrocka Families 
Dec. Mem Pieczynski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Almquist & Ballard Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Baca & Kucharski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bajdo Woloszyn Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Barnes & Pilus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dewicki & Mazur Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bechard & Roy/King Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bostle & Flores Families 
Liv. & Dec.. Mem. Burke & Mitchell Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Bush & Wojtowicz Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Byczek & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley & Rose Byczek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Camero & Garcia Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Clougherty Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czachor Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Czorny & Langley Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Digregio & Ortisi Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Dooley & Firestone Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ducan & Williams Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Franco & Machesky Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gizowski & Sovel Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Glyn & Rybicki Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Gorny & Kushnir Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Grden Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John A. Groszek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Heimes & Savickis Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Jarosz Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kaluzny & Parsons Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Karpinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Keiller & Marciniec Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kolasinski & Cholipski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kowalczyk & Dziubczynski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kubica & Pac kowski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kuch & Guset Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kurdziel & Porcek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Kwilos & Stecker Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Larwa & Postupalski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Lesinski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Ley & Nemecek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Litwin & Riley Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Londke & McGann Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene Machowicz  

& Joanne Tuchowski Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stanley and Helen Matras Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Matras & Misiolek Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Mroz & Rutkowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Nega & Idzikowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. John & Julia Panek Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Pelic & Partyka Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Przybyla Family 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Radecki & Uszynski Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Joseph Ronevicz & Kososki Families  
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Seletyn & Cepiga Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Siwak, Conrad, & Woyshner Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Smith & Leong Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Stręk & Ban ka Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Szymczakowski Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. SS. Peter and Paul Altar Society 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Urbiel & Patrus Families 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Utter, Burger & Hater Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Vasquez & Rand Families 

Liv.  & Dec. Mem. Węglickich & Lutrzykowski Families 
Liv. & Dec. Mem. Wilczek Family 

Liv. & Dec. Mem. Eugene and Josephine Zdun Family 
 

SS. PETER AND PAUL PARISH - FIRST FRIDAY MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2022 - AUGUST 31, 2023 


