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Below you will find the wise advice from St. Louis 
de Montfort on how to avoid distractions while 

praying the rosary ï and why this is so important. 

 

Helpful suggestions to avoid distractions: 

If we say the Rosary before Jesus in the Blessed Sacra-

ment our prayers are most likely to be more recollected 

and greatly efficacious. St. Dominic spent whole 

nights praying before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Could we not visit him for 15 minutes to say our Ro-

sary? If we pray the Rosary before a crucifix and stat-

ue of Our Lady this helps to keep our minds on the 

prayers and mysteries we are meditating on. There are 

many books, which offer short thoughts on each Mys-

tery to help us gain insight into each one. This idea 

comes from the method used by St. Dominic.  

Before each set of 10 Hail Maryôs, he would first 

preach a short sermon on the Mystery for that decade 

and then have all gathered pray the 10 Hail Maryôs. 

Some of these books offer beautiful pictures to help us 

even further. 

St. Louis de Montfort on avoiding distractions dur-

ing the Rosary: 

To be guilty of willful distractions during prayer 

would show a great lack of respect and reverence; it 

would make our Rosaries unfruitful and make us 

guilty of sin. How can we expect God to listen to us if 

we ourselves do not pay attention to what we are say-

ing? How can we expect him to be pleased if, while in 

the presence of his tremendous majesty, we give in to 

distractions, like a child running after a butterfly? Peo-

ple who do that forfeit God's blessing, which is 

changed into a curse for having treated the things of 

God disrespectfully: "Cursed be the one who does 

God's work negligently." Jeremias 48:10 

Of course, you cannot say your Rosary without having 

a few involuntary distractions; it is even difficult to 

say a Hail Mary without your imagination troubling 

you a little, for it is never still; but you can say it with-

out voluntary distractions, and you must take all sorts 

of precautions to lessen involuntary distractions and to 

control your imagination. 

To do this: 

Put yourself in the presence of God and imagine that 

God and his Blessed Mother are watching you. 

Imagine that your guardian angel is at your right hand, 

taking your Hail Marys, if they are well said, and us-

ing them like roses to make crowns for Jesus and 

Mary. Remember that at your left hand is the devil, 

ready to pounce on every Hail Mary that comes his 

way and to write it down in his book of death, if they 

are not said with attention, devotion, and reverence. 

Do not fail to offer up each decade in honor of one of 

the mysteries, and try to form a picture in your mind 

of Jesus and Mary in connection with that mystery. 



 

 

against us while we are engaged in saying our Rosary 

against him. 

Being human, we easily become tired and slipshod, 

but the devil makes these difficulties worse when we 

are saying the Rosary. Before we even begin, he 

makes us feel bored, distracted, or exhausted; and 

when we have started praying, he oppresses us from 

all sides, and when after much difficulty and many 

distractions, we have finished, he whispers to us: 

"What you have just said is worthless. It is useless for 

you to say the Rosary. You had better get on with oth-

er things. By tricks of this kind the devil gets us to 

give up the Rosary altogether or to say it less often, 

and we keep putting it off or change to some other de-

votion. 

More Helpful Ways to Avoid Distractions. 

After you have invoked the Holy Spirit, in order to say 

your Rosary well, place yourself for a moment in the 

presence of God and make the offering of the decades 

in the way I will show you later. Before beginning a 

decade, pause for a moment or two, depending on how 

much time you have, and contemplate the mystery that 

you are about to honor in that decade. Always be sure 

to ask, by this mystery and through the intercession of 

the Blessed Virgin, for one of the virtues that shines 

forth most in this mystery or one of which you are in 

particular need. Whenever you say your Rosary, be 

sure to ask for some special grace or virtue, or 

strength to overcome some sin.  

Take great care to avoid the two pitfalls that most peo-

ple fall into during the Rosary. The first is the danger 

of not asking for any graces at all, so that if some good 

people were asked their Rosary intention they would 

not know what to say. So, whenever you say your Ro-

sary, be sure to ask for some special grace or virtue, or 

strength to overcome some sin. The second fault com-

monly committed in saying the Rosary is to have no 

intention other than that of getting it over with as 

quickly as possible. This is because so many look up-

on the Rosary as a burden, which weighs heavily upon 

them when it has not been said, especially when we 

have promised to say it regularly or have been told to 

say it as a penance more or less against our will. 
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STORY 

We read in the life of Blessed Hermann of the Order of 

the Premonstratensians, that at one time when he used 

to say the Rosary attentively and devoutly while medi-

tating on the mysteries, our Lady used to appear to him 

resplendent in breathtaking majesty and beauty. 

But, as time went on, his fervor cooled and he fell into 

the way of saying his Rosary hurriedly and without 

giving it his full attention. Then one day our Lady ap-

peared to him again, but this time she was far from 

beautiful, and her face was furrowed and drawn with 

sadness. "Why do you no longer greet me with respect 

and attention while meditating on my mysteries and 

praising my privileges?" 

Blessed Hermann was appalled at the change in her, 

and our Lady explained, "This is how I look to you, 

Hermann, because this is how you are treating me; as a 

woman to be despised and of no importance. Why do 

you no longer greet me with respect and attention 

while meditating on my mysteries and praising my 

privileges?" 

The Rosary is the hardest prayer to say well. 

When the Rosary is well said, it gives Jesus and Mary 

more glory and is more meritorious for the soul than 

any other prayer. But it is also the hardest prayer to say 

well and to persevere in, owing especially to the dis-

tractions which almost inevitably attend the constant 

repetition of the same words. 

When we say the Little Office of Our Lady, or the 

Seven Penitential Psalms, or any prayers other than the 

Rosary, the variety of words and expressions keeps us 

alert, prevents our imagination from wandering, and so 

makes it easier for us to say them well. On the contra-

ry, because of the constant repetition of the Our Father 

and Hail Mary in the same unvarying form, it is diffi-

cult, while saying the Rosary, not to become wearied 

and inclined to sleep, or to turn to other prayers that 

are more refreshing and less tedious. 

This shows that one needs much greater devotion to 

persevere in saying the Rosary than in saying any other 

prayer, even the Psalter of David. 

Keeping the Imagination Focused. 

Our imagination, which is hardly still a minute, makes 

our task harder, and then of course there is the devil 

who never tires of trying to distract us and keep us 

from praying. To what ends does not the evil one go 



 

 

DETROIT ð During the Chrism Mass celebrated at 

the Cathedral of the Most Blessed Sacrament on April 

14, Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron announced to the 

faithful that the Archdiocese of Detroit will begin 

a Year of Prayer for Priestly Vocations, starting with 

a Holy Hour on the vigil on Pentecost on June 4 and 

ending on the solemnity of Pentecost in 2023. This 

year of prayer is a response to the fact that for the first 

time in at least 70 years (Detroit Catholic could not 

verify records before then), there will be no priestly 

ordinations in the Archdiocese of Detroit this year. 

The Lord Jesus is calling us to redouble our efforts to 
share the gift of the ministerial priesthood. Here are 

just a few of the many ways and resources for pastors 

and parishes to undergo this effort and ñserve as in-

struments of Godôs call,ò as Archbishop Vigneron en-

courages us to do.  

PRAYER FOR PRIESTLY VOCATIONS  

Heavenly Father, Lord of the Harvest, 

call forth vocations to the priesthood 
from our archdiocese and families. 
Jesus, Eternal High Priest, 

give us men willing to sacrifice and serve. 
Make their hearts after your own Sacred Heart. 
Holy Spirit, Everlasting Love between  

the Father and Son, 
strengthen, inspire, and set men on fire  

with divine charity. 
Grant them the courage to say yes to their vocation. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, Mother of priests, 

comfort and protect your sons  
as they discern their call. 

With Saint Joseph, may they know your love  
and companionship 

as they deepen their relationship with Jesus. 
 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 
St. Anne, pray for us. 

St. John Vianney, patron saint of priests, pray for us. 
 

AOD, Office of Priestly Vocations 

 

 

VOTE NO  
ON PROPOSAL 3 this NOVEMBER 

 
On Saturday, October 29 5:30 p.m. (right after the 
4:30 p.m. Holy Mass)  our parish will host two special 
Guest Speakers: Mrs. Beth Hool, MC and Fr. Alex 
Kratz, OFM that are actively involved in the prolife 
movement.  
Please join us to learn about the intrinsic moral evil of 
the NEW proposal that would change Michigan Con-
stitution and affect many other issues.  

2022 - 2023 SS. Peter and Paul Sunday  
Preschool Program  

Classes Begin: Sunday, October 8, 2022. Classes are 
held on Sundays during the noon Mass from October 

through April. Children 3,4, and 5 are welcome to at-
tend! Our classes are an introduction to the Old and 
New Testament and include crafts, Bible stories, 

snacks, and games that reinforce the Bible lesson of 
the week. We focus on learning first the Sign of the 
Cross, then Our Father, and the Hail Mary at the end 

of the year. Please call the Rectory Office to register 
for 2022/2023 Sunday Preschool Program (313)-846-
2222. Please call me direct with any questions: 

(office) 248-888-0372 (cell) 248-797-8189 email: 
sfranco@vtcins.com  

Susan Franco, Sunday Preschool Teacher 



 

 

tŃd za najbardziej wszechstronne ujňcie teologii r·ŨaŒ-

ca, gğosili takŨe jego nastňpcy, przede wszystkim Pius 

XI, Pius XII i Jan XXIII, kt·ry podczas swego piňcio-

letniego pontyfikatu (1958-1963) 48 razy wypowiadağ 

siň zachňcajŃc do modlitwy r·ŨaŒcowej. Do odmawia-

nia R·ŨaŒca zachňcağ teŨ bardzo czňsto Ojciec świňty 

Jan Paweğ II, kt·ry ma niezwykle Ũywy i serdeczny 

stosunek do tej modlitwy, o czym ŜwiadczŃ liczne jego 

wypowiedzi, a przede wszystkim dawany przez niego 

przykğad. 

Od stuleci R·Ũaniec zajmuje uprzywilejowane miejsce 

w chrzeŜcijaŒskiej poboŨnoŜci. Jan XXIII w encyklice 

ĂR·Ũaniec o sğuszny pok·j miňdzy narodamiò tak o 

tym pisze: "WŜr·d ĺwiczeŒ poboŨnoŜci chrzeŜcijaŒ-

skiej praktykowanych przez wiernych obrzŃdku ğaciŒ-

skiego, kt·rzy stanowiŃ znacznŃ czňŜĺ rodziny katolic-

kiej, R·Ũaniec zajmuje miejsce bardzo wysokie: u os·b 

duchownych po Mszy Ŝwiňtej i brewiarzu, a u Ŝwiec-

kich po uczestnictwie w Sakramentach Ŝwiňtych". 

JednŃ z przyczyn ogromnej troski, jakŃ KoŜci·ğ od 

wiek·w otacza R·Ũaniec, uzasadniajŃcŃ zarazem jego 

uprzywilejowanŃ pozycjň wŜr·d poboŨnych ĺwiczeŒ, 

jest jego wielka skutecznoŜĺ. Zwracali na niŃ uwagň 

liczni papieŨe, wŜr·d nich Paweğ VI, kt·ry okreŜliğ R·-

Ũaniec jako modlitwň miğŃ NajŜwiňtszej Maryi Pannie i 

bardzo skutecznŃ do uproszenia dar·w niebieskich. 

SkutecznoŜĺ R·ŨaŒca znajŃ wszyscy, kt·rzy biorŃ go 

czňsto do rňki i modlŃ siň na nim z pokorŃ i ufnoŜciŃ. 

"Na R·ŨaŒcu - twierdziğ kardynağ Stefan WyszyŒski - 

moŨna wszystkich wyciŃgnŃĺ z najwiňkszego nawet 

udrňczenia i mňki, wszystko uprosiĺ". 

O skutecznoŜci R·ŨaŒca zapewniğa takŨe sama Matka 

NajŜwiňtsza, kt·ra w jednej z obietnic, jakie przekazağa 

bğ. Alanowi (1428-1475) powiedziağa: "O cokolwiek 

bňdziecie prosiĺ za poŜrednictwem R·ŨaŒca - otrzyma-

cie". Trzeba jednak pamiňtaĺ, aby w modlitwie nie ku-

siĺ Pana Boga i prosiĺ Go jedynie o to, co jest zgodne 

z Jego WolŃ, biorŃc przykğad z Chrystusa, kt·ry woğağ 

w Ogr·jcu: "Ojcze, (...) nie moja wola, lecz Twoja 

niech siň stanie" (Ğk 22,42). 

Obfite owoce, jakie przynosi R·Ũaniec, to nie tylko 

rezultat zawartych w nim modlitw ustnych, sğusznie 

uwaŨanych za najpiňkniejsze i najskuteczniejsze, ale 

takŨe snutego na ich tle rozwaŨania niezgğňbionych 

tajemnic naszego zbawienia. R·Ũaniec odmawiany po-

O WARTOśCI MODLITWY 

RčŧAőCOWEJ 

NajczňstszŃ przyczynŃ pewnej rezerwy w stosunku 

do R·ŨaŒca, jakŃ moŨna niekiedy zaobserwowaĺ u 

praktykujŃcych katolik·w, jest brak pogğňbionej 

wiedzy na temat tej modlitwy, nie pozwalajŃcy do-

strzec jej prawdziwego sensu i ukrytego w niej bo-

gactwa duchowego. 

Zrozumieĺ w peğni, czym jest modlitwa r·ŨaŒcowa i 

jak wielka jest jej wartoŜĺ, moŨna tylko w oparciu o 

wğasne doŜwiadczenie, kt·rego nie jest w stanie zastŃ-

piĺ Ũaden, chociaŨby najbardziej wnikliwy, opis. 

Wszelkie pr·by poznania tej modlitwy nie oparte na 

doŜwiadczeniu umoŨliwiajŃ jedynie dotarcie do jej ze-

wnňtrznych i "technicznych" szczeg·ğ·w, nie pozwolŃ 

jednak w peğni zrozumieĺ tego, co jest w niej najistot-

niejsze. 

Akceptacja modlitwy r·ŨaŒcowej, pokonanie obojňt-

noŜci czy uprzedzeŒ wobec niej wymaga przede 

wszystkim Ŝwiadomego uznania jej wartoŜci. W jaki 

spos·b moŨna tň wartoŜĺ poznaĺ, jak przekonaĺ siň o 

niej przynajmniej w takim stopniu, aby z wğasnej woli 

i potrzeby serca m·c wğŃczyĺ R·Ũaniec do swoich co-

dziennych modlitw i doŜwiadczyĺ jego obfitych skut-

k·w? 

Potwierdzenie wartoŜci modlitwy r·ŨaŒcowej znajdu-

jemy przede wszystkim w nauce KoŜcioğa, kt·ry nieu-

stannie nawoğuje do jej odmawiania. Do chwili obec-

nej na temat R·ŨaŒca wypowiedziağo siň 45 papieŨy w 

226 dokumentach zawierajŃcych ustalenia dotyczŃce 

istoty i formy tej modlitwy, zachňty do jej odmawia-

nia, a takŨe przepisy zwiŃzane z nadanymi jej odpusta-

mi . Jako "PapieŨ R·ŨaŒca" zasğynŃğ przede wszystkim 

Leon XIII, kt·ry w czasie swego 25-letniego pontyfi-

katu (1878-1903) wydağ 22 dokumenty poŜwiňcone tej 

modlitwie, w tym aŨ 12 encyklik. W jednej z tych en-

cyklik, zatytuğowanej ĂSupremi apostola-

tusò (NajwyŨszy UrzŃd Apostolski) z 1 wrzeŜnia 1883 

roku ustanowiğ paŦdziernik miesiŃcem Kr·lowej R·-

ŨaŒca świňtego. Od tego czasu, a wiňc juŨ przez ponad 

sto lat, w cağym Ŝwiecie katolickim co roku we wszyst-

kie dni paŦdziernika odbywajŃ siň uroczyste NaboŨeŒ-

stwa R·ŨaŒcowe, w kt·rych uczestniczŃ liczni czcicie-

le Matki NajŜwiňtszej. 

Naukň zawartŃ w pismach Leona XIII, uwaŨanych do-



 

 

boŨnie i wytrwale nie tylko wyprasza ğaski, o kt·re 

prosimy w podjňtych intencjach, w Modlitwie PaŒ-

skiej, w Pozdrowieniu Anielskim, czy w doksologii 

(Chwata Ojcu), ale ponadto przynosi pogğňbienie Ũy-

cia BoŨego przez coraz bliŨszŃ ğŃcznoŜĺ z MaryjŃ, a za 

Jej poŜrednictwem z Jezusem. 

MoŨna wiňc Ŝmiağo powiedzieĺ, Ũe R·Ũaniec przemie-

nia Ũycie. Przemiana ta jest rezultatem pogğňbiania siň 

cn·t teologicznych (wiary, nadziei i miğoŜci) pod 

wpğywem rozwaŨania piňtnastu tajemnic, uznawanych 

za streszczenie Ewangelii. RozwaŨanie tych tajemnic 

wywiera wpğyw na postňpowanie czğowieka. Modli-

tewne i peğne miğoŜci przypatrywanie siň Jezusowi i 

Maryi w kolejnych wydarzeniach ewangelicznych nie-

postrzeŨenie przyczynia siň do naŜladowania Ich cn·t, 

a w konsekwencji - przez nieustannŃ przemianň Ũycia 

- prowadzi do ŜwiňtoŜci. Z tego wğaŜnie powodu Ŝw. 

Ludwik Maria Grignion de Montfort (1673-1716) na-

zwağ R·Ũaniec "szkoğŃ doskonağoŜci chrzeŜcijaŒskiej", 

WyjaŜnieniu tego zagadnienia poŜwiňciğ zaŜ obszerny 

rozdziağ swego traktatu pt. Przedziwny sekret R·ŨaŒca 

świňtego. 

Wielka wartoŜĺ modlitwy r·ŨaŒcowej polega takŨe na 

tym, Ũe jest ona uniwersalna i Ũe nieograniczone sŃ 

moŨliwoŜci jej pogğňbiania. Jest to modlitwa dostňpna 

dla kaŨdego, niezaleŨnie od wieku i wyksztağcenia. 

Jest ona dostatecznie ğatwa dla ludzi prostych, a zara-

zem przerasta swŃ gğňbiŃ najwiňksze umysğy. Nie sta-

wia teŨ Ũadnych ograniczeŒ w wymiarze kontempla-

cyjnym, dajŃc modlŃcym siň moŨliwoŜĺ coraz gğňb-

szego wnikania w tajemnice odkupienia. Jest to r·w-

nieŨ modlitwa tw·rcza, kt·ra kaŨdemu pozwala oŨy-

wiĺ to, co w jego osobowoŜci jest najlepsze, stosownie 

do posiadanej wiedzy, zdolnoŜci i umiejňtnoŜci. 

Maria Wacholc - adonai.pl 

CATHOLIC SAINT OF THE WEEK 
BLESSED JERZY POPIELUSZKO (1947-1984)  

PRIEST AND MARTYR 
 

Blessed Jerzy  

Popieğuszko (1947-

1984) Priest and 

Martyr, Worker for 

Social Justice ï 

born on 14 Septem-

ber 1947 in Okopy, 

Podlaskie, Poland, 

was kidnapped on 

19 October 1984 by 

the SğuŨba Bezpiec-

zeŒstwa (Security 

Service of the Min-

istry of Internal Affairs), the Communist Polish secret 

police and beaten to death from October 19 to 20, 1984 

near Wğocğawek, Pomorskie, Poland. Patronage ï Soli-

darity. Fr. Jerzy was born on 14 September 1947 in 

Okopy near Suchowola. After finishing school, he at-

tended the priestsô seminary at Warsaw. He served his 

army duties in a special force, aimed to keep young 

men from becoming priests. This treatment had no ef-

fect on Popieğuszko, as, after finishing his army ser-

vice, he continued his studies. As a young priest he 

served in parishes in Warsaw, which consisted of the 

common people as well as students. In 1981, Jerzy 

Popieğuszko joined the workers, taking part in strikes 

in the Warsaw Steelworks. Thereafter, he was associat-

ed with workers and trade unionists from the Solidarity 

movement who opposed the Communist regime in Po-

land. He was a staunch anti-communist and in his ser-

mons, interwove spiritual exhortations with political 

messages, criticising the Communist system and moti-

vating people to protest. During the period of martial 

law the Catholic Church was the only force that could 

voice protest comparatively openly, with the regular 

celebration of Mass presenting opportunities for public 

gatherings in churches.  

Popieğuszkoôs sermons were routinely broadcast by 

Radio Free Europe, and thus became famous through-

out Poland for their uncompromising stance against the 

regime. The secret police tried to silence or intimidate 

him. When those techniques did not work, they fabri-



 

 

Upcoming Liturgical Schedule  
-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ρχȟ ςπςς 

3ÔȢ )ÇÎÁÔÉÕÓ ÏÆ !ÎÔÉÏÃÈȟ "ÉÓÈÏÐȟ -ÁÒÔÙÒ 

ωȡππ ÁȢÍȢ (ÏÌÙ -ÁÓÓ 
 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ρψȟ ςπςς 

3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȟ %ÖÁÎÇÅÌÉÓÔ 

.Ï (ÏÌÙ -ÁÓÓ 
 

7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ρωȟ ςπςς 

33Ȣ *ÏÈÎ Ä "ÒïÂÅÕÆ ÁÎÄ )ÓÁÁÃ *ÏÇÕÅÓȟ 0ÒÉÅÓÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ #ÏÍÐÁÎȤ
ÉÏÎÓȟ -ÁÒÔÙÒÓȠ "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ *ÅÒÚÙ 0ÏÐÉÅčÕÓÚËÏȟ 0ÒÉÅÓÔȟ -ÁÒÔÙÒ 

χȡππ ÐȢÍȢ (ÏÌÙ -ÁÓÓ ÁÎÄ 

/ÕÒ ,ÁÄÙ ÏÆ 0ÅÒÐÅÔÕÁÌ (ÅÌÐ $ÅÖÏÔÉÏÎ 
 

4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςπȟ ςπςς 

3ÔȢ 0ÁÕÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓȟ 0ÒÉÅÓÔȠ "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ !ÄÅÌÉÎÅȟ !ÂÂÅÓÓ 

ρςȡρυ ÐȢÍȢ (ÏÌÙ -ÁÓÓ 
 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςρȟ ςπςς 

3ÔȢ #ÅÌÉÎÅ 

ωȡππ ÁȢÍȢ (ÏÌÙ -ÁÓÓ 

 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςςȟ ςπςς 

3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ 0ÁÕÌ ))ȟ 0ÏÐÅȠ 3ÔȢ 3ÁÌÏÍÅȟ -ÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅÓ 
*ÁÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ *ÏÈÎ 

τȡσπ ÐȢÍȢ  3ÕÎÄÁÙ 6ÉÇÉÌ (ÏÌÙ -ÁÓÓ 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςσȟ ςπςς 

3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ ÏÆ #ÁÐÉÓÔÒÁÎÏȟ 0ÒÉÅÓÔ 

4ÈÉÒÔÉÅÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /ÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ 4ÉÍÅ 

ρπȡππ ÁȢÍȢ (ÏÌÙ -ÁÓÓ ɉ0ÏÌÉÓÈɊ 

ρςȡππ ÐȢÍȢ (ÏÌÙ -ÁÓÓ  ɉ%ÎÇÌÉÓÈɊ   

ςȡππ ÐȢÍȢ 4ÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ,ÁÔÉÎ -ÁÓÓ 

#ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ ÌÉÔÕÒÇÉÃÁÌ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ φτφφ ÌÉÔÕÒÇÉÃÁÌ ÙÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
(ÏÌÙ 3ÁÃÒÉУÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÓ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÉÓÓÁÌÅ 

2ÏÍÁÎÕÍ ɉυύϊφɊ ÏÆ 0ÏÐÅ 3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ 88)))Ȣ   

$ÏÍÉÎÉÃÁ 88 0ÏÓÔ 0ÅÎÔÅÃÏÓÔÅÎ 

 
 
cated evidence against him, he was arrested in 1983 

but soon released on intervention of the clergy and 

pardoned by an amnesty. A car accident was set up to 

kill Jerzy Popieğuszko on October 13, 1984 but he 

evaded it. The alternative plan was to kidnap him, it 

was carried out on 19 October 1984. The priest was 

beaten to death by three Security Police officers ï cap-

tain Grzegorz Piotrowski, Leszek Pňkala, and Walde-

mar Chmielewski. They pretended to have problems 

with their car and flagged down Fr Jerzyôs car for 

help. They proceeded to attack him ï he was severely 

beaten ï to death, tied up and put in the trunk of the 

car. The officers bound a stone to his feet and dropped 

him into the Vistula Water Reservoir near Wğocğawek 

from where his body was recovered on October 30,  

1984. News of the political murder caused an uproar 

throughout Poland and the murderers and one of their 

superiors, colonel Adam Pietruszka, were convicted of 

the crime. More than 250,000 people attended his fu-

neral on November 3, 1984. Despite the murder and its 

repercussions, the Communist regime remained in 

power until 1989. Fr. Jerzyôs murderers ï captain 

Grzegorz Piotrowski, Leszek Pňkala, Waldemar 

Chmielewski and colonel Adam Pietruszka, responsi-

ble for giving the order to kill ï were jailed but re-

leased later as part of an amnesty. Popieğuszko was 

posthumously awarded the Order of the White Eagle, 

Polandôs highest decoration, in 2009. After death, he 

was buried in St. Stanisğaw Kostka Church, Warsaw, 

where millions of visitors had paid tribute at his tomb. 

He was Beatified by Archbishop Angelo Amato as the 

representative of Pope Bernedict XVI on 6 June 2010 

in Warsawôs Piğsudski Square.  More than 1,000,000 

people attended the open-air mass in the Polish capital 

Warsaw to beatify Father Jerzy Popieğusz-

ko.  anastpaul.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restoring the Sacred Catholic Tradition 

With the permission from    

the Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron,  

The Archbishop of Detroit  

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass  

according to the 1962 Roman Missal  

can be offered  

in SS. Peter and Paul Parish Church  

until June 30, 2023. 

An Invitation to Men and Boys of our Parish! 

We are in need of Altar Boys to assist our priest                     
at the Holy Masses! 

 

Our parish altar boys provide a liturgical ministry for 
assistance at all parish Masses. Currently, we are seek-
ing altar servers for the Traditional Latin Mass. Our 
Latin Mass offerings are expanding, thus the need for 
more altar servers.  Generally, after boys receive their 
First Holy Communion, they become eligible to be 
trained as altar servers. The men of the parish are also 
encouraged to be trained to serve at the Holy Altar of 
God. The parish, preserving the tradition of men and 
boys serving at the altar, hopes to foster many voca-
tions to the Catholic priesthood. 

The Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite is the litur-
gy of the Catholic Church in use before the reforms 
after the Second Vatican Council. This includes the 
Mass, the Sacraments, various rites of blessing and 
more. 

On July 7, 2007, His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI is-
sued an apostolic letter called Summorum Pontificum. 
In this letter he declared that older form of the Roman 
rite was never abrogated, and that it ñmust be given 
due honor for its venerable and ancient usage.ò (SP 
Art. 1) 

His Holiness termed the Traditional Latin Mass ï the 
older form ï the Extraordinary Form of the Roman 
Rite. This older form has been in use for many centu-
ries. During this time it was at the heart of the Church 
and Western culture, nourishing countless generations. 

PROCLAIMING  
THE MESSAGE  

OF LIFE 
 

,%4 4(%)2 (%!243 "%!4  

ñI HAD FOUR ABORTIONSò 
 

I had 4 abortions. The first when I was 18 after the first 
time I had sex. My parents didnôt know. The boy of-
fered to pay for the abortion. Basically, my friend took 

me by the hand and led me to the clinic where there 
was no discussion about alternatives, just an appoint-
ment made. The second one, I took myself. The third 

one ï my same boyfriend was involved. The fourth 
one I did alone. When I gave birth to my first baby, the 
reality of what I had done hit me like a ton of bricks. 
My husband and I have been profoundly affected. Our 

sex life is nil ï we have unresolved guilt and anger. 
Thereôs no telling what the impact has been on me, I 
am just opening the door to it all. But I know one thing 

ï if it hadnôt been legal, I would not have been so pro-
miscuous. No way! ïMary, CA 

Priests for Life - Fr. Frank Pavone 

OCTOBER  - MONTH OF THE ROSARY 
WEôRE INVITING PARISHIONERS OF ALL AGES 

TO PRAY THE ROSARY!   
 
In the month of October we will pray Rosay after each 
Holy Mass for the protection of unborn babies and re-
jection of Proposal 3 on November 8, by all voters in 
Michigan. Through the intercession of Our Lady of the 
Rosary we will pray for the winning of the basic and 
the most fundamental Right to Life. We would like to 
encourage everyone to pray, fast and offer other sacri-
fices for this intentions.  
For more information please read our flyer and help us 
to spread the word about the evils of Proposal 3 to 

your friends, family members, and acquaintancesΦ  



 

 

As Catholics, we believe every person has a right 

to life, which is the fundamental right that makes 

all other rights possible.1 Abortion is a 

ñpreeminentò threat to the dignity of human life 

because it is a direct attack on life itself, ñthe most 

fundamental good and the condition for all oth-

ers.ò2 

Already, millions of dollars are pouring into Michi-

gan to get Proposal 3 passed, as this measure is 

seen by many across the country as a trial run for 

similar efforts to expand abortion in other states. 

As Catholics who stand for the dignity of all human 

life from conception to natural death, it is time to 

come together and defeat this dangerous proposal. 

The Catholic bishops of Michigan emphatically 

urge a NO vote on Proposal 3 and strongly urge you 

to tell every person you know that this amendment 

goes too far on abortion, and to vote NO. 

This issue of focus will explain what Proposal 3 

would do and why it is dangerous for Michigan. It 

will empower you to talk with your friends and 

family about why this amendment must be defeated. 

In addition to upholding the dignity of human life, 

there are several other principles based in Catholic 

social teaching to consider when voting. This edi-

tion of focus will also equip Catholics with the prin-

ciples rooted in the Churchôs rich teachings on so-

cial justice that are helpful to making a well-

informed vote on the entire general election ballot   

What You Need to Know 
About Proposal 3 

How would this change Michiganôs abortion 
law? Michiganôs existing pre-Roe law prohibits 
abortion except to save the motherôs life, in addi-
tion to numerous other laws that regulate abortion. 
Under this amendment, all those laws would be re-
voked, and it would be nearly impossible for the 
Legislature to pass any laws to regulate abortion 
and protect women and children. 
 
Why is this amendment being proposed? This 
proposal was launched in anticipation that the U.S. 
Supreme Court would strike down Roe. The Su-
preme Court ruling allowed abortion regulation to 
return to individual state legislatures to decide, yet 
this amendment would take that power away from 
the Legislature by locking unlimited abortion ac-
cess into the state constitution. 
 
How would passing this amendment compare to 
when Roe v. Wade was in effect? This amendment 
would take Michigan far beyond what was allowed 
for abortion under Roe. In the half century since 
Roe, dozens of laws have been passed to regulate 
abortion. Under this amendment, those protections 
would band abortion would be unrestricted and un-
regulated 

How late into pregnancy would an abortion be 
allowed under this amendment? The amendment 
would allow for abortions all throughout pregnan-
cy. The amendment ap- pears to allow a ban on late
-term abortions, but provides an exception based on 
the motherôs physical and mental health. That 
means a late-term abortion could be justified for al- 
most any reason. 
 
How would Michigan compare to other states if 
this amendment passed? According to the pro-
abortion Guttmacher Institute, Michigan is one of 
36 states that require parental involvement in their 
childôs decision to have an abortion, one of 32 
states requiring abortions be performed by a li-
censed physician, and one of 43 states that p abor-
tion after a specified point in pregnancy. 
 
Under Proposal 3, Michigan would no longer re-
quire pa- rental consent, that physicians perform 
abortions, or a limit to when an abortion can hap-
pen in a pregnancy, putting Michigan in the minori-
ty of states in all three categories.  



 

 

LAWS AFFECTED BY  
THE ANY THING GOES 
ABORTION AMENDMENT 

 
 

Because Proposal 3 seeks to create a constitutional 
ñrightò to ñreproductive freedom,ò this amendment 
could have negative implications for dozens of 
state laws protecting life and regulating abortion. 
Below are examples of laws that could be revoked 
or limited if Proposal 3 were to pass: 
 
¶ Increased penalties for later term abortions 
when babies are fully formed. 

¶ Law requiring babies born alive during an abor-
tion be protected and cared for. 

¶ Conscience rights of hospitals and doctors who 
decline to take unborn human life. 

¶ Ban on taxpayer-funded Medicaid dollars to 
pay for abortions. 

¶ Ban on school employees from helping a child 
obtain an abortion. 

¶ Informed consent provisions for an abortion, 
such as a 24-hour waiting period, information 
on fetal development and abortion procedures, 
and ultra- sound viewing. 

¶ Respectful disposal of fetal remains. 
 
 
ñLetôs not pretend that this constitutional amend-
ment is simply about creating a so-called right to 
an abortion. It goes much, much farther than that.ò 
 
John Bursch 
Former Michigan Solicitor General  
 
 

RESPONDING TO 
ARGUMENTS MADE 
FOR PROPOSAL 3 

 
The following are examples of what supporters ma 
say about the abortion amendment. Study these re-
sponses so that you can help your family and 
friends better understand the consequences of this 
proposal. 
 
 
 THEY SAY  ñThis amendment ensures women 
will not be prosecuted for having a miscarriage/
abortion.ò 
 
 WE RESPOND  There is no history of women 
being prosecuted in Michigan for either of those 
circumstances. In addition, the Michigan Supreme 
Court ruled in 1963 that a woman receiving an 
abortion is not guilty and cannot be charged. State 
law also explicitly defines abortion as not including 
miscarriage. 
 
 THEY SAY  ñThis amendment stops the govern-
ment from prosecuting women who experience 
miscarriages or ectopic pregnancies.ò 
 
 WE RESPOND  Abortion is an intentional act to 
destroy a life, while a miscarriage is a spontaneous 
action within a womanôs body. An ectopic preg-
nancy is when a fertilized egg implants outside the 
uterus, where it can- not survive. A woman receiv-
ing treatment for an ectopic pregnancy or suffering 
a miscarriage is not the same as choosing to under-
go an abortion. Both state law and the Michigan 
Supreme Court are clear that women rightful- ly 
cannot be prosecuted for an abortion. 
 
 THEY SAY  ñMichigan residents should have the 
constitutional right to abortion care and reproduc-
tive freedom.ò 
 
 WE RESPOND  Women already have the right to 
re- productive care in the state of Michigan. Wom-
en have access to prenatal, postpartum, and infertil-
ity care. Pregnancy help centers provide support 
and referrals for women unable to see a doctor. 
Abortion is not reproductive care as it harms wom-
en mentally and physically and guarantees that out 
of the two patients involved, one will die. Abortion 
is never medically necessary to help save the life of 
a mother. 


